Bolingbroke Team Ministry
Thomas the Apostle
(Third Sunday after Trinity)

Service of the Word

We bring ourselves to this place, this moment in time,
we bring ourselves to worship you, O God.
We come knowing you and yet seeking to know you more,
to offer you our prayers and praises, and to receive your blessing.
Amen.
Hymn
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
we blossom and flourish, like leaves on the tree,
then wither and perish; but nought changeth thee.
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all laud we would render: O help us to see
'tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.

Words: Walter Chalmers Smith (1824 – 1908)

Invitation to Confession
Jesus says, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ So let us
turn away from sin and turn to the Lord, confessing our sins in penitence and
faith.
A prayer of confession
Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Assurance of pardon
May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our Saviour
forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.
In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in
the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling-place
for God.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Hymn
Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair
Lord in the suffering this is our prayer
Bread for the children justice joy peace
Sunrise to sunset your kingdom increase
Shelter for fragile lives cures for their ills
Work for the craftsman trade for their skills
Land for the dispossessed, rights for the weak
Voices to plead the cause of those who can't speak
Chorus
God of the poor, friend of the weak, give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame
Refuge from cruel wars, havens from fear
Cities for sanctuary, freedoms to share
Peace to the killing-fields, scorched earth to green
Christ for the bitterness his cross for the pain
Rest for the ravaged earth, oceans and streams
Plundered and poisoned, our future, our dreams
Lord, end our madness, carelessness, greed
Make us content with the things that we need
Chorus
Lighten our darkness, breathe on this flame
until your justice burns brightly again,
until the nations learn of your ways,
seek Your salvation and bring you their praise

Chorus

Words: Graham Kendrick

A Reading from the Gospel of John
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him,

‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.’
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Homily from the Diocesan Website
The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and
fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from
on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn
My peace I leave you, my peace I give you, trouble not your hearts
My peace I leave you, my peace I give you, be not afraid.
(Words: Taize)
Prayers of Intercession
Encouraged by our fellowship with all the saints, let us make our prayers to
the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past behind them and
to follow him as his disciples in the way of the cross. Look with mercy upon
those whom he calls today, marks with the cross and makes his disciples
within the Church…
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer
Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid and at Easter breathed on them
his gift of peace. Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them
out, and give it that peace for which it longs…
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer
Your Son formed around him a company who were no longer servants but
friends, and he called all those who obeyed him his brother and sister and
mother. Look with mercy upon our families and our friends and upon the
communities in which we share…
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer

Your Son sent out disciples to preach and heal the sick. Look with mercy on
all those who yearn to hear the good news of salvation, and renew among
your people the gifts of healing…
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer
Your Son promised to those who followed him that they would sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel and would share the banquet of the
kingdom. According to your promise, look with mercy on those who have
walked with Christ in this life and now have passed through death…
Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer
Almighty God, Grant that your Church may faithfully hold and make known
the faith that has come to us through the apostles, that with them and all your
saints we may inherit the glories of eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Collect
Almighty and eternal God, who, for the firmer foundation of our faith,
allowed your holy apostle Thomas to doubt the resurrection of your Son
till word and sight convinced him:
grant to us, who have not seen, that we also may believe and so confess
Christ as our Lord and our God;
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever Amen
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
Hymn
Go forth and tell! O Church of God, awake!
God's saving news to all the nations take.
Proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour Lord and King,
That all the world his worthy praise may sing.

Go forth and tell! God's love embraces all;
He will in grace respond to all who call.
How shall they call if they have never heard
The gracious invitation of his word?
Go forth and tell where still the darkness lies,
In wealth or want, the sinner surely dies:
Give us, O Lord, concern for heart and mind,
A love like yours which cares for humankind.
Go forth and tell! The doors are open wide:
Share God's good gifts -- let no one be denied.
Live out your life as Christ your Lord shall choose;
Your ransomed powers for his sole glory use.
Go forth and tell! O Church of God arise!
Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies.
Go till all the nations his great name adore
And serve him, Lord and King, for ever more.

Words: James Edward Seddon

Where there is conflict, let there be peace.
Where there is fearfulness, let there be peace.
Where there is anger, let there be peace.
Where there is violence, let there be peace.
May God’s peace rest on our homes and all who live in them.
Amen.
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