Bolingbroke Deanery Team Parishes
Faithful, Confident, Joyful

20th March 2022
Diocese in Europe and USPG launch Ukraine emergency
appeal from the Church of England Diocese in Europe
and USPG:
www.uspg.org.uk/ukraine
Or Help through
DAC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal (Which includes Christian Aid &
CAFOD)

https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
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Third Sunday of Lent

(Purple/Lent Array)

Believing in the Cross
Join us on the Third Sunday of Lent, for a service of
Holy Communion, from churches working with the
Centre for Theology and Community in east
London and the City. Director at Centre for Theology and Community, Fr
Angus Ritchie, will be leading the service and preaching on 'Believing in the
Cross'.
9.00am Sunday Service at Home Watch the service Church online
Join us for our weekly online services, streamed each Sunday at 9am.
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online

10.00am Prayer in our own homes See below
THIRD SUNDAY of LENT 20/03/2022

Services in the Spilsby Cluster
9.30am
Spilsby Eucharist (PC)
11.15am
Hundleby Eucharist (PC)
1.15pm Spilsby Ivy Lake’s Baptism (PC)
3.00pm Firsby Evening Prayer (PC) Banns 3rd
Philip James Gilbert & Katy Isobel Coughtrey-Wellsted both of Firsby for 23/04/2022
Services in the Marden Hill Cluster
9.30am
East Keal Holy Communion (JC)
Services in the Stickney Cluster
11.15am
Stickney Morning Worship (FJ)
Services in the Partney Cluster
9.30am
Aswardby Morning Worship (PMcL)
11.15am
Partney Morning Prayer (TMcL)
Services in the South Ormsby Cluster
3.00pm

Tetford Holy Communion (TMcL)

Bolingbroke Churches on line:

We will continue to publish a short video on YouTube and link it to our website.
Our Web Site http://lincoln.ourchurchweb.org.uk/spilsby/index.php
Bolingbroke Team Churches - watch our videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqTDWzvL2jxeB6ESF-aP9Nw?view_as=subscriber
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Monday Thomas Cranmer 21 March Archbishop of Canterbury, Reformation
Martyr, 1556
10.30am
12noon
11.00am
2.00pm

East Keal Community Café
Franklin Hall – Lunch Club
Skendleby BofA Ivan Boulton
Partney Rectory: ‘Walking with Jesus’ bible studies

Tuesday
10.30am
Lt Steeping VH Coffee Mornings
11.00am
Eresby Hall H/C
2.00pm
Old Bolingbroke BofA Lyn Good
2.00pm
Partney Rectory: Ashby Annual Parochial Church Meeting
2.00pm New Leake: Bible Study
Wednesday - Prayer & Fasting for Peace
10.30am Spilsby Eucharist & Coffee with “Live Lent” Discussion
2.00pm
Dalby APCM
2.00pm
Vicarage GS School House Trustees
4.00pm
Team Meeting
6.30pm Hundleby: Compline – The Women of Holy Week
7.00pm
Langton APCM
Thursday Walter Hilton of Thurgarton 24 March Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 1396
& Oscar Romero Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980 & Paul Couturier
Priest, Ecumenist, 1953
Friday The Annunciation of our Lord to Mary Prayer & Fasting for Peace
6.00pm Catholic Church Spilsby – Station of the Cross
7.00pm

Gt Steeping Annual Parochial Church Meeting,

Saturday Harriet Monsell 26 March Founder of the Community of St John the
Baptist, 1883

10.00am
2-4pm

Scremby Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Hundleby HOPE Spring Event

6-9pm SPLISBY LIGHT NIGHT
FOURTH SUNDAY of LENT 27/03/2022
MOTHERING SUNDAY

Services in the Spilsby Cluster
9.30am
11.15am

Spilsby Eucharist (JC)
Lt Steeping (PC)
Services in the Marden Hill Cluster

9.30am
3.00pm

East Keal Holy Communion (PC)
Old Bolingbroke Eucharist (PC)
Services in the Stickney Cluster
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11.15am

Stickford Morning Worship (JS)
Services in the Partney Cluster

11.15am
11.15am
3.00pm
9.30am

Langton Holy Communion (TMcL)
Sausthorpe Morning Prayer (PMcL)
Skendleby Evening Prayer (TMcL)
Services in the South Ormsby Cluster
Brinkhill Family Service (TMcL)

Private Prayer in the Following Churches:
St James Spilsby
St Mary Hundleby
St Helen East Keal
St Helen West Keal
St Nicholas Partney
St Mary Tetford
St Luke Stickney
St Helen Stickford

Daily
Daily
Daily
Saturday and Sunday
Thursdays
Wednesdays
Daily
Daily

08.00 to 16.00
10.00 to 14.00
10.00 to 15.00
10.00 to 16.00
11.30 to 12.30
11.30 to 12.30
10.00 to 16.00
10.00 to 16.00

Sunday 20th
3rd Sunday of Lent

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he
is near; Isaiah 55: 6 - 7

MPs
and
Local
Councillors (District &
Parish),
Monday 21st
Thomas
Cranmer,
Archbishop
of
Canterbury, Reformation
Martyr, 1556

La Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico
The Parishes supported by the Parish Support Office
Pray for all congregations across the Diocese that they may
find increased faithfulness, confidence and joy as they work
together.
The Diocese of Kitale – The Anglican Church of Kenya

Musicians and those in
the Arts
Tuesday 22nd
The Deanery of Horncastle – Rural Dean: Revd Mark
Holden, Lay Chair: Mrs Judith Parkin
Pray for the discussions across the Deanery Partnerships as
we work out how Time to Change Together affects each of
our Churches
Nature Conservation
The Diocese of Kiteto – The Anglican Church of Tanzania
rd
Wednesday 23
Church Schools in the Deanery of Horncastle
Bardney, Coningsby St Michael, Kirkby-on-Bain, Mareham-leFen, Scamblesby, Tattershall Holy Trinity, Woodhall Spa St
Police
and
Fire Andrew.
Services
Bishop’s Staff
The Diocese of Kitgum – The Church of the Province of
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Thursday 24th
Paul Courturier, Priest,
Ecumenist,
Peacemaker, 1958
Press/media

Uganda
The Asterby and Hemingby Groups – Revd Cilla Smith
Pray for our ongoing mission and ministry at this time.
Bishop’s Council of Diocesan Trustees
The Diocese of Kitui – The Anglican Church of Kenya

Friday 25thdr
Bain Valley – Revd Sue Allison
The Annunciation of Our Please pray for all our volunteers and for those who are
Lord to the Blessed feeling the call to join them in so many different ways.
Virgin Mary
The Diocese of Kivu – Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda
Prisons
Saturday 26th
The Bardney Group – In Vacancy
Harriet Monsell, Founder Pray for the Church Officers and all responsible for organising
of the Community of St services at this time
John the Baptist, 1883
The Diocese of Nord Kivu – Province de L’Eglise Anglicane
Social Services
Du Congo
Sunday 27th
Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in
th
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Sunday of Lent vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch
(Mothering Sunday)
in vain. Psalm 127:1
Tourism

The Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma)

Spilsby Daily 8am Morning Prayer & at Noon
God of love, turn our hearts to Your ways and give us peace. Amen
The sick at home or in hospital,
Nigel Worth, Kathleen, Molly, Veronica, Dorothy, Maggie J. Betty Brawn, Tristan,
Michael P, Joan T. Mark, Jossie Lee, June, Hilary, Michael, Harriet, Rose L., Abby,
Sheila Janes, Fleur, Mary, Jeff Mason, Rosie, Bob, (Baby) Chloe Lear, Lawrence,
Ann Howman, John Prince, Sylvia Bonsey, Anthea B, Jo & John, Bessie Reddin,
Mary Julyan, Norman Huntingford, Kerry Brown, Roy Harrison, Diana Douglas, C.
The Departed: Mary Pegg, John Moore(p), Fred Pearce, Jan Liotica, Kath Bell, Greta
Crawford, Phillipa Martyn, Michael Brackenbury (P. Former Archdeacon of Lincoln & Curate of South
Ormsby), Margo Saunders, Ian Whitworth.
Anniversary: Mary Mead, Eileen Parker, Joan Law, Don Thom, Milly Allen, John Coe,
George Griffin, Cliff Rowlett, Bill Donner, David Cooke, Alan Cornall, Lue Mullinger,
Jean Curtis, Harry Orchard (p), Rupert Fletcher, Sheila Shaw, Jack Smith, Peter Dooling
(p), Judith Balderston, Frances Blackburn, Charles Mottley, Hilda Yates, Joyce Carse,
Jean Thompson, Pearl Blanchard, Trevor Williamson, Ernest Bendall, Don Marshall,
Edwin Bogg, John Potterton, Ronald, Joan Barrett, Betty Leighton, Maureen Clarke,
Clifford Willetts, May Dickinson, Betty Leighton, Peter Allewell, John Lear, Trevor,
Vicky’ Vickers, Fiona, Rachel, Isobel Eaton. Joe Hezzel, Jeanette Holingbee, Rick
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Watson, Jean Walton, Barry Philpott, Bob Kirk, Georgina English, Gill Denniff,
John Milliken, Emma Masterton, David Mason, Jacylin Shaw, Sandra Gorham.

Bolingbroke Deanery
Third Sunday in Lent

The season of Lent can be barren and lonely,
but God goes with us through the wild wilderness.
Our lives are lived in seasons of transitions and transformations.
Lent is a time to ponder God's providence and persistence.
Together, we seek fruitfulness, for it has been promised to us;
the barrenness of Lent will give way to the fruitfulness of Easter.
In this season of penitence and pondering, let us gather before God.
We come, as a family, to wait for the Lord with strength and courage.
Come, let us worship God!
Hymn
I will sing the wondrous story of the Christ who died for me.
How he left his home in glory for the cross of Calvary.
Yes, I’ll sing the wondrous story of the Christ who died for me
Sing it with his saints in glory gathered by the crystal sea.
I was lost, but Jesus found me, found the sheep that went astray,
Raised me up and gently led me back into the narrow way
Days of darkness still come o'er me, sorrow's paths I often tread,
6

But his presence still is with me, by his guiding hand I’m led
He will keep me till the river rolls its waters at my feet;
Then He'll bear me safely over, where the loved ones I shall meet.
(Words: Francis Harold Rawley)
Prayers of Penitence
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will not
despise. Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and acknowledge our
transgressions in penitence and faith.
We are often slow to follow the example of Christ.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
We often fail to walk the way of the cross.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Assurance of forgiveness
May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son and strengthen us to live in the
power of the Spirit all our days. Amen.
Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 55: 1 - 9
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come,
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which
does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves
in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will
make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you
shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has
glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord,
that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
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Hymn
Before the throne of God above I have a strong, a perfect plea:
a great High Priest, whose name is Love, who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is written on his hands, my name is hidden on his heart;
I know that while in heaven he stands no power can force me to depart.
When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see Him there who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Saviour died, my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me.
Behold him there! the risen Lamb! My perfect, sinless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM, the King of glory and of grace!
One with my Lord, I cannot die; my soul is purchased by his blood;
my life is safe with Christ on high, with Christ, my Saviour and my God.
(Words: Charitie Lees Bancroft)
New Testament Reading: Luke 13: 1 - 9
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you think
that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all
other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.
Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you
think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I
tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.’
Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, “See here! For
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one
more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God
Homily from the Diocesan Website
It is a bit of a guess, but it is a pretty safe bet, that the Gospel Reading from Luke’s
Gospel does not figure in anybody’s top 3 favourite passages from the Bible.
It is a particularly obscure passage, referring, as it does, to two seemingly
unreported events, about which the commentators are almost completely silent the slaughter of some Galileans who were performing sacrifices, and the death of
some people who were killed by a tower falling on them. One suggestion is that the
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people had latched onto these incidents because they saw them as retribution on
those who were collaborating with the Romans – in particular, the tower of Siloam
being part of a Roman built aqueduct which those killed may have been working on.
But that may be speculation only on the part of the commentators.
But working with that speculation, perhaps, consider two modern day parallels
which might help us to consider what it is that our gospel reading is trying to help
us to understand.
A Child Protection Solicitor working for a Local Authority will attend Court on
almost a daily basis. Two cases which are all too common would involve a child
with subdural haematomas (blood clots on the brain caused by a significant shaking
incident) and a teenager putting herself at risk by absconding from foster care.
In the first case, there is a need for the child to be protected whilst enquiries seek
to determine the perpetrator of the injuries. In the second case, applying to lock
the teenager up with a package of counselling, may be the only way to provide
hope, and only a hope, that she will find a different direction for her life.
That is the reality of life beyond the walls of our Churches. For many people it is a
hidden reality – these types of incidents are shocking, and, thankfully, do not cross
our paths very often.
But, in unpacking our gospel reading today, we must ask ourselves – are we better
than those who injured the baby? Are we better than those who sexually exploited
the girl? That is an uncomfortable question – because our natural reaction is to say
of course we are better, we would never do these things. Our natural reaction is
to name and shame paedophiles, to lock up murderers, to judge those who find
themselves on the wrong side of the law.
But this period of lent reminds us of our own failings, and our true state before
God. And by following our natural instincts, we are actually twisting what the bible
tells us:The Bible says “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. It does not say
“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, but some have fallen further
than others” (Romans 3:23)
Again we read “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). We do not read “The
wages of sin is death, but we will use our collective bargaining power to negotiate
how dead is dead!”
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So returning back to our gospel reading, with our thoughts on the modern day
parallels, we can then look at the parable that Jesus told about the fig tree which
bore no fruit. Fruit trees were often used in the Bible as a symbol of righteousness.
A fruit tree which bears no fruit, despite all the nurturing a gardener can give it, is a
waste of space – it deserves only to be cut down and replaced with something
which will bear fruit. But in the parable, is there not a sense that this fruit tree,
which bears no fruit, has not actually received the nurturing it needs for the fruit to
develop? When the owner says – cut it down, the gardener responds – give me
another year, let me nurture it and then see if it bears the fruit you are looking for.
If it doesn’t, then you can cut it down.
Think then about our own position and the position of the people involved in those
modern day parallels? Some people are nurtured and bear fruit because of the
nurturing they have received.
Some people have received no nurturing, and bear no fruit – these people should
never be dismissed from God’s equation – he loves them, as he loves each one of
his creation. But it is our responsibility, as people of God, to go out and offer the
nurturing which so many people in our community do not experience elsewhere.
That expression of nurturing, in whatever form, is part of our bearing fruit.
But some people bear no fruit despite the nurturing they have received, and it is to
these people that Jesus says “Unless you repent, you will all perish”
But the good news for us today is the second half of the verse from Romans 6:23 –
“The wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.”
In the eyes of the world, some people are better than others. In the eyes of God,
we are all equal recipients of his free gift. That is the joy of our faith, and the
motivation of our involvement with the real world.
Conversation Questions
1.
What nurturing have you received to develop your faith?
2.
What nurturing are you able to give in order to enable others to develop
their faith?
3.
What fruits have you seen produced by nurturing?
4.
Is there anything else from the passage that speaks to you not already
discussed? What is it?
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5.
What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in
response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith
Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and
on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and
fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from
on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn
Faithful one, so unchanging
Ageless one, you're my rock of peace
Lord of all I depend on you
I call out to you Again and again
I call out to you again and again
You are my rock in times of trouble
You lift me up when I fall down
All through the storm, your love is
the anchor, my hope is in you alone
(Words: Brian Doerksen)
Prayers of Intercession
God of all, we weep for the pain of our broken world.
In a dry and weary land where there is no water, and where our choices often lead
to pain, not joy, we cry to you for healing. Hungry for hope, we look to you for the
bread of heaven and the water of life.
We call on you our God.
Feed us and strengthen us.
God of all, we mourn the senseless loss of life.
As a boat carrying refugees capsizes off the coast of Libya, we long for governments
to create a fair and humane settlement programme.
While we watch and pray, we remember the dead and seek justice and we
recommit to opening our hearts and homes – saving who we can and when we can,
reaching out to others with the generosity we have received from you. Hungry for
hope, we look to you for the bread of heaven and the water of life.
We call on you our God.
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Feed us and strengthen us.
God of all, we lament the failure of peace-making and peacekeeping.
As war rages across Ukraine and fresh fighting breaks out in the Dafur region of
Sudan, and hunger spreads across the land and people starve in war zones,
as armed groups attack civilians in Ethiopia, and acts of brutality are committed
against the innocent – here and elsewhere, we long for the protection of the
vulnerable. We pray for the safety of journalists telling the truth in war zones, for
the freedom of voices that challenge the status quo, for the laying down of arms
and for the end of armed conflict. Hungry for hope, we look to you for the bread
of heaven and the water of life.
We call on you our God.
Feed us and strengthen us.
God of all, we despair at our disregard for the welfare of our precious planet.
As demonstrators gather in Brazil to stand for the earth against destructive
environmental bills, we pray for wisdom and longsightedness to prevail. As our
world struggles with the challenges of conflict, war and climate change, we know
the darkness of the human heart and our desire for self-aggrandisement. Fill us with
your love. Send out roots down deep into your word, and when the moment
comes for us to use our influence for good, may we be ready to answer your call.
Hungry for hope, we look to you for the bread of heaven and the water of life.
We call on you our God.
Feed us and strengthen us.
God of all, we long for peace of mind and heart as children of war struggle with
trauma. We know too that many are struggling in our neighbourhoods and families:
people who are fearful for the future. lonely, bereaved or ill in mind or body. In
silence we name before you the people we know who need your healing.
(Silence)
May the needs of each person be fed with kindness and love. Hungry for hope
we look to you for the bread of heaven and the water of life.
We call on you our God:
Feed us and strengthen us.
God of all, we hold on to your promise that you will come close to us when we call
on you. So, we lift up our hands and speak your name in all the troubles of this
world and in the waywardness of our own hearts. In the shadow of your wings may
we find rest, fresh vision for the future and strength to travel on. Hungry for hope,
we look to you for the bread of heaven and the water of life.
We call on you our God.
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Feed us and strengthen us. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect
Eternal God, give us insight to discern your will for us, to give up what harms us,
and to seek the perfection we are promised in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Hymn
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
Come, ye who hear; brothers and sisters draw near,
Praise him in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth;
Shelters thee under his wing, and so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen all that is needful has been
Granted in what he ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew all the Almighty can do,
He who with love doth befriend thee.
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him.
Let the Amen sound from his people again;
gladly for ay we adore him.
Words: Joachim Neander
Final Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in
obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the courage to follow you
and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen
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An act of Spiritual Communion
You may wish to find a space for prayer in
front of a cross, a candle, or a special place.
You might choose to make your Spiritual
Communion at a particular time of day, or
after viewing a live streamed service.
Reflect on the day and on your relationships.
- What good things have come from
God today?
- Where have I fallen short?
- What might I do tomorrow?
You may wish to say or pray
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Read the following words from Scripture. If
you have access to today’s readings for Holy
Communion, you may wish to read and
reflect on them.
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.’
John 6.35
A prayer for all those

Pray for the needs of the world, for your
local community, and for those close to you.
End with the Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father...
Give thanks for the saving death and
resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with
you now.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for
all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have
borne for me. Since I cannot now receive
you sacramentally, I ask you to come
spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and
brother, may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly, and follow you
more nearly, day by day. Amen.
after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Conclude with the following:
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from
all evil, and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
affected by coronavirus

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Clergy Team
The Rev’d. Canon Peter Coates
The Vicarage, Church Street, Spilsby, PE23 5EF
email: peter.coates50@yahoo.com
Tel: 01790 752526
The Rev’d. Ms. Fran Jeffries
The Rectory, Horbling Lane, Stickney PE22 8DQ
email: revfjeffries@outlook.com
Tel: 01205 481183
The Rev’d Judith Simons

revjudithsimons@hotmail.com

Or Contact via Stickney Rectory – As above
The Rev’d Mrs Jean Coates
Contact via Spilsby Vicarage – As above
email: coatesjean@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d. Mrs Teresa McLaughlin &
Mr Paul McLaughlin – Community Chaplain
The Rectory, Scremby Road Partney PE23 4PG
tmclaughlin@tiscali.co.uk
01790 752344

Saints on Earth
¶ March
Cuthbert 20 March Bishop of Lindisfarne, Missionary, 687
Cuthbert was born about 635, either in Northumberland or the Scottish borders
where he was a shepherd in his youth. In the year 651, while watching over his
sheep, he is said to have had a vision, but for whatever reason he entered the
religious life as a monk at Melrose Abbey. At Melrose Cuthbert soon became
eminent for his holiness and learning and was greatly involved in mission work in
Galloway. After ten years at Melrose a new monastery was founded at Ripon and
Cuthbert was sent there to be the guest-master, but these were the years of
disagreement between the Celtic and Roman traditions of Christianity (the date of
Easter was one of the most contentious points at issue) and in 661, when Ripon
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adopted the Roman usage, Cuthbert and other monks who favoured the Celtic
usage returned to Melrose. Shortly after his return he became prior.
In 664 the Synod of Whitby decided in favour of the Roman usage and committed
the English Church to following the customs that had been introduced by Augustine.
Cuthbert, who accepted the decision, was sent to be prior at Lindisfarne, in order
that he might introduce the Roman customs into that house. This was a difficult
matter which needed all his gentle tact and patience to carry out successfully, but he
was able to minimize contention over the decision and the community remained
united.
But Cuthbert felt a call to the solitary life and in 676, coveting a life of prayer and
contemplation, he retired, with the abbot's permission, to a hermitage, first on the
mainland (possibly near Howburn) then on Inner Farne, one of a small group of
islands offshore from Bamburgh in Northumberland, where he gave himself up to a
life of great austerity. Cuthbert was noted for the remarkable rapport he had with
animals, both wild and domestic. Appropriately the island is today a bird sanctuary.
In 684 he was elected Bishop of Hexham but refused to accept the post. The
following year, however, he was he was elected Bishop of Lindisfarne, a post which
he was eventually persuaded to accept. His brief episcopate of two years was
marked with continuous missionary work and this almost certainly exhausted him.
At Christmas, 686, foreseeing the approach of death, he resigned his see and
returned to his cell on Inner Farne, where he died in 687.
Thomas Cranmer 21 March Archbishop of Canterbury, Reformation Martyr,
1556
Born in Aslockton in Nottinghamshire, in1489, Cranmer was educated at Jesus
College, Cambridge. He became a Fellow and was ordained in 1523, receiving his
doctorate in divinity in 1526.
As a Cambridge don Cranmer came to the king's notice in 1529 when he was
investigating ways forward in the matter of the proposed royal divorce. His rise was
rapid. He was appointed Archdeacon of Taunton, made a royal chaplain, and given a
post in the household of Sir Thomas Boleyn, father of Anne. In 1530 Cranmer
accompanied Boleyn on an embassy to Rome and in1532 he himself became
ambassador to the court of the Emperor Charles V. His divergence from traditional
orthodoxy was already apparent by his marriage to a niece of the Lutheran
theologian Osiander despite the rule of clerical celibacy.
Returning to England to become Archbishop of Canterbury, he was in a dangerous
position. Henry VIII was fickle and capricious and Cranmer was fortunate to survive
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where many did not. Yet Henry seemed to have a genuine affection for his honest
but hesitant archbishop, even if he did (apparently in jest) describe him as the
'greatest heretic in Kent' in 1543. Four years later Henry died with Cranmer at his
bedside and during the brief reign of Edward VI the archbishop now had an
opportunity to put into practice his reform of the English Church.
He edited the Homilies (1547) and wrote those on salvation, good works, faith, and
the reading of Scripture. He compiled the two Prayer Books of 1549 and 1552, and
wrote the original 42 Articles of Religion (1552). But the young king's death brought
Cranmer's phase of the English Reformation to a premature end. He was
imprisoned first in the Tower then in the Bocardo prison in Oxford. Under great
physical and mental pressure he several times recanted of his deviations from
Roman doctrine. But at the last he re-found his courage and repudiated all his
recantations before he was burned at the stake on 21 March 1556.
In later years it would become apparent that the seed Cranmer had sown had taken
deep root and his 1552 Prayer Book (as amended in 1559 and 1662) clearly
demonstrated his gift for both rhythmical fluency and memorable phrase. It was to
become a lasting treasure of the English language and Cranmer's principle of
liturgical worship in contemporary English has become a defining element of the
Anglican Church.
Walter Hilton of Thurgarton 24 March Augustinian Canon, Mystic, 1396
Born in 1343, Walter was Canon of the Augustinian Priory of Thurgarton, near
Nottingham. He studied law at Cambridge, practising both canon law and civil law,
before becoming a priest. His writings on mysticism were highly valued in the
Middle Ages, although much neglected after the Reformation.
Walter placed his mystical writings within ascetic theology, and saw mysticism as an
essential journey for the soul. He presented to his readers the eternal truth of the
gospel and the purifying work of the Holy Spirit, but he did so in a way which
sought to bring clarity, not confusion.
His Ladder of Perfection was the first work of mystical theology in the English
language. His efforts to bring mystical theology into everyday English (as opposed to
Latin) often led to misunderstandings and confusion. The resulting uncertainty and
ambiguity would have been frustrating for him, and Walter frequently attempted to
clarify his pronouncements. Walter also wrote for ordinary people who lived 'in the
world' but who wanted to dedicate their lives to God. In The Mixed Life Walter
encouraged the contemplation of the passion of Christ, but recognized the difficulty
of such devotion within a busy lifestyle. He suggested limiting time spent both in the
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contemplation of Christ, and in work, so that the soul may be eager for more of
both.
The idea of progress in the spiritual life was a classic ascetic theme, taken by Walter
and brought to an everyday level throughout his writings. Walter was not an
academic removed from the real world by his books and thought. He wrote for
anyone who sought to progress in the spiritual life. Though his world was one of
suffering, disease, poverty and corruption his desire was a cleansing of the soul and
an experience of grace for all who genuinely desired to move towards God. He
stressed the role of the Church, the liturgy and particularly the Eucharist in the
journey of the soul. In his writings can be seen a blend of both precision and love,
reflecting his twin experiences as lawyer and pastor.
In like manner, it is said that God is fire. That is to say, God is not elementary fire,
that heats and burns a body, but God is love and charity. For as fire wastes all bodily
things, that can be wasted, even so the love of God burns and wastes all sin out of
the soul and makes it clean, as fire cleans all manner of metals.
Ladder of Perfection, Bk II part III, Ch. III
When a soul is purified by the love of God, illumined by wisdom, and stabilized by
the might of God, then the eye of the soul is opened to see spiritual things, as
virtues and angels and holy souls, and heavenly things. Then, because it is clean, the
soul is able to feel the touching, the speaking of good angels.
The Angels' Song
Oscar Romero 24 March Archbishop of San Salvador, Martyr, 1980
Born in Cuidad Barrios in El Salvador in 1917, Oscar Romero was ordained to the
Roman Catholic priesthood in Rome in 1942 before returning home the following
year. As a parish priest in the diocese of San Miguel Romero gained a reputation as
a hard worker in the traditional priestly mould with a taste for asceticism and a
particular devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary (his birthday was the Feast of the
Assumption). Perhaps not surprisingly, after gaining considerable parochial
experience he began, in 1967, to rise in the church hierarchy becoming Secretary to
the Episcopal Conference of El Salvador. In due course he became Auxiliary Bishop
of San Salvador and later Bishop of Santiago de Maria. Much influenced by the
conservative Opus Dei movement, he was a staunch opponent of the increasingly
popular school of liberation theology.
It was an irony that in an age of liberation theology, Romero was appointed
Archbishop of San Salvador in 1977 precisely because of his conservative and
traditionalist views and his personal devotion to the papacy. But like Thomas Becket
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seven hundred years earlier (see 29 December), Romero's new responsibilities
made him look afresh at relations between Church and State. He began to see that
social unrest and poverty were the result of government repression and the Church
was not exempt from the spiral of violence in Salvadorian society. Several priests
were murdered and the expulsion of a number of (allegedly Marxist) Jesuits forced
Romero to speak out. Right-wing Latin American governments were accustomed to
being criticized by parish priests who ministered to the poor and were influenced by
liberation theology. But to be criticized by the nation's archbishop was a very
different matter.
A convert to liberation theology, Romero condemned violence and championed the
right of the poor to economic and social justice. He even went so far as to issue a
pastoral letter from the Salvadorian bishops endorsing proportionate counterviolence to the oppressive policies of the right-wing regime. Nevertheless he sought
to act as mediator between the rival groups and was nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize.
His achievement was to maintain a balance between extremist groups, receiving
death threats from both left- and right-wing paramilitary groups and it was perhaps
only a matter of time before he was murdered as he was celebrating Mass on 24
March 1980.
Paul Couturier 24 March Priest, Ecumenist, 1953
Paul Couturier was born in 1881, educated in Lyons and ordained priest in the
Roman Catholic Church in 1906. A scientist by training he taught at the Institut des
Chartreux in Lyons until 1951.
Coming across refugees from Communist Russia in France in the 1920s Couturier
took the opportunity to learn about Orthodox spirituality. And in 1932 he became
caught up in the ecumenical movement, when he was introduced to the writings of
Cardinal Mercier, who had been the leading spirit of Christian unity in the early
twenties. Discovering those writings was a turning point in his life which took on
one aim: to realize the prayer of Jesus, 'that we shall all be one, that the world might
believe'.
In 1933 he instituted a three-day period (Triduum) of prayer for church unity in
Lyons, which the following year became an octave of prayer from 18 to 25
January.This was a development of the Church Unity Octave founded by two
Anglicans in 1908, but from the first prayer was specifically offered for the unity of
all baptised Christians 'according to Christ's will, according to his means'. Orthodox
and other religious bodies as well as Anglicans were included. From 1939 the
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Octave was observed as the "Week of Universal Prayer'. He also arranged
interdenominational meetings at the monastery of La Trappe des Dombes and at
Présinge. He engaged in a vast correspondence in connection with his ecumenical
work, produced and distributed innumerable tracts on prayer for unity and was in
close touch with the early leaders of the World Council of Churches.
Couturier's spiritual testament (1944) is an important ecumenical text. He speaks of
an 'invisible monastery … built of all those souls whom, because of their sincere
efforts to open themselves to his fire and his light, the Holy Spirit has enabled to
have a deep understanding of the painful division among Christians; an awareness of
this in these souls has given rise to continuous suffering and as a result, regular
recourse to prayer and penance'.
Paul Couturier can be considered the father of spiritual ecumenism. Among the
many who were influenced by his work was Roger Shutz, the founder of the Taizé
Community in Burgundy. In recognition of his ecumenical work Couturier was given
the title of honorary Archimandrite by the Melkite Patriarch of Antioch, Maximus
IV, in 1952. He died on this day in 1953.
Harriet Monsell 26 March Founder of the Community of St John the Baptist, 1883
Harriet O'Brien was born in 1811 at Dromoland, County Clare, the daughter of an
Irish baronet. In 1839 she married Charles Monsell and accompanied him to Oxford
where he studied for ordination. Inevitably, both were influenced by the spirituality
and practice of the Oxford Movement. They returned to Ireland when Charles
became Prebendary of Aghadoe near Limerick. But he was found to be suffering
from tuberculosis and the couple spent four years in the warm climate of Naples
before Charles died in 1851. Before the funeral service Harriet knelt by her
husband's coffin and dedicated herself to God's service, a dedication she renewed
each subsequent year on 30 January.
But how best to serve God was the problem. Opportunities for women were very
limited in 1851. Returning to England she was put in touch with Canon T.T. Carter,
Rector of Clewer near Windsor. He had founded a 'house of mercy' for former
prostitutes, single mothers and other vulnerable women in his parish and was now
in need of someone to take charge. Initially on a temporary basis Harriet offered
her help but soon she knew clearly that this was the work to which God was calling
her. On Ascension Day 1851 Carter admitted her as a 'Sister of Mercy'. But there
was no community until two other women joined her the following year and the
secular staff of the house of mercy withdrew, leaving the sisters in sole charge.
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Consequently, on St Andrew's Day 1852 the Community of St John the Baptist
came into being when Harriet was professed as a Religious in the presence of
Bishop Samuel Wilberforce of Oxford and admitted as the first Mother Superior of
the order. With Carter as Warden and Harriet as Mother Superior, the work of
the order expanded to include orphanages and hospitals, with foundations being
established in India and America by the 1880s.The sisters cared for orphans, ran
schools and hospitals, and opened mission houses in parishes. The Community of St
John the Baptist was a model Victorian Anglican sisterhood, and Harriet a perfect
Mother Superior who, it was said, possessed 'strength of character, firmness of
faith, an infectious sense of humour, a gift for listening, and a magnetism which none
could resist'. Eventually in 1875, she retired as Superior through ill-health, moving
to a small hermitage in Folkestone, where she died on Easter Sunday 1883.

Introduction to the Season

Lent may originally have followed Epiphany, just as Jesus’ sojourn in
the wilderness followed immediately on his baptism, but it soon became
firmly attached to Easter, as the principal occasion for baptism and for the
reconciliation of those who had been excluded from the Church’s fellowship
for apostasy or serious faults. This history explains the characteristic notes
of Lent – self-examination, penitence, self-denial, study, and preparation for
Easter, to which almsgiving has traditionally been added.
Now is the healing time decreed
for sins of heart and word and deed,
when we in humble fear record
the wrong that we have done the Lord.
(Latin, before 12th century)
Most holy God and Father,
hear our prayers for all who
strive for peace
and all who fight for justice.
Help us, who today remember
the cost of war,
to work for a better tomorrow;
and, as we commend to you
lives lost in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the
peace of your presence;
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through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Acting Bishop of Lincoln

A Letter to the People of the Diocese
16 March 2022

The catastrophe unfolding in Ukraine is deeply troubling and we urgently pray for a
lasting ceasefire, and for peace, justice and reconciliation. Millions of refugees are
spilling out of Ukraine across Europe. This presents a humanitarian crisis
reminiscent of the darkest days of WW2.
It is understandable that we should wish to do something.
The thrust of the Government’s approach is that refugees reaching the UK should
find safety and welcome within households, preferably matched to circumstances,
where support is immediate. This will involve direct care for people, but not
financial support unless we choose. We know that the occupants of many British
households are preparing to open their hearts and their homes in this way. I
encourage people in this diocese with spare room to consider doing so.
Clergy may open their vicarages to refugees but should seek advice from the
diocese beforehand as certain regulations apply. Likewise, Parish Churches and
Church Schools can be on the alert to provide a warm Christian and social welcome
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to Ukrainians who arrive in their local community. Alternatively, there are a number
of charity appeals for Ukraine, for example Christian Aid, where we can give of our
financial generosity.
The suggestion has been put forward that empty vicarages should be made available
for refugees. However, this is not in line with the Government’s household
approach. Furthermore, under Charity Law it is difficult to achieve, as we know
from our previous efforts to assist Afghan refugees.
Please view the Lincoln Diocesan Website for the latest advice. The Church of
England has published a toolkit which is a useful set of guidelines. Information
about the Government’s ‘Homes for Ukraine’ scheme can be found here.
Everything flows from unfolding Government decisions which are being revealed to
us as we start by welcoming named Ukrainians with relatives in the UK. And we
extend a wide welcome to refugees as individuals and whole families who will then
be matched to those of us who register to receive guests. They will be with us for at
least six months but possibly for a lot longer.
Please be welcoming and generous in every way you can that is safe for you, any
vulnerable members of your household and for refugees themselves who will be
arriving vulnerable in some way after the trauma they have endured.
Yours ever in Christ,

The Rt Revd Stephen Conway
Bishop of Ely
Acting Bishop of Lincoln
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Please note if you have received an email from Rev Jean asking for
ITunes vouchers it is of course a scam and please delete.

John Rutter pens new work after Ukraine invasion - and holds surprise parish premiere

https://www.churchofengland.org/media-and-news/stories-blogs-andfeatures/john-rutter-pens-new-work-after-ukraine-invasion-and
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