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6th March 2022

Priest’s prayers for peace from Ukrainian bomb
shelter to lead BBC radio service
Prayers for peace led by an Anglican priest in a bomb shelter in Kyiv will be heard
across the BBC’s network of local radio stations this Sunday.

The Revd Sylvia Cortez-Masyuk will remember all those caught up in war and
facing separation, fear and bereavement, in prayer as part of a service to be
broadcast across 39 local radio stations in England.
The service airs on Sunday morning at 8am across all 39 local radio stations in
England.

Diocese in Europe and USPG launch Ukraine emergency
appeal from the Church of England Diocese in Europe
and USPG:
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The Church of England Diocese in Europe and USPG, the mission agency, are
launching an emergency appeal to get aid to people in desperate need because of
the invasion of Ukraine.
Funds raised by the appeal will support Christian charities and churches carrying
out humanitarian work both in Ukraine and responding to the arrival of refugees in
neighbouring countries.
Our partners on the ground are providing food, medicine, shelter, care for children
and people internally displaced in Ukraine. With refugees they are supplying care at
the border and beyond, including attention to those from Africa and Asia as well as
Ukrainians who are fleeing the war.
The appeal is for urgent help now but the work will go on for many months.
The Church of England’s Bishop in Europe, the Rt Revd Robert Innes says: "War is
horrible. It injures, destroys and kills in an often indiscriminate and uncontrollable
way. And now, we face war in Europe.
"The people of our little church, Christ Church Kyiv, find themselves in the midst
of this crisis. They are typical of so many others.
"Some have fled the city whilst others are still there; praying for their safety and for
peace as they shelter as best they can. These people are our brothers and sisters.
Those still in Ukraine and those who have fled need our help."
USPG’s General Secretary, the Rev’d Duncan Dormor, adds: "Our hearts and
prayers go out to the people of Ukraine at this profoundly difficult time. At USPG
we are deeply aware of the work of the churches mobilising to support those who
are suffering.
"So, we have launched this appeal in partnership with the Diocese in Europe to
stand in solidarity with the people of Ukraine and support church responses to the
current crisis."
The Most Revd Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York says: "Prayer changes our
hearts and it changes our resolve. At the start of this season of Lent, many of us
will be thinking about the things we can do to follow Jesus more closely.
"One of the things we can do is to play our part in receiving and supporting
refugees who are living with the horror of this conflict in Ukraine and its
consequences. Please support USPG’s call for generous humanitarian aid and
support.!
More than a million refugees have fled the war in Ukraine. They have left
everything behind to escape conflict.
Christian charities and churches need help now as they support these people in all
aspects of their lives.
To donate to the Ukraine emergency appeal, visit

www.uspg.org.uk/ukraine
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Or Help through

DAC Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal (Which includes Christian Aid &
CAFOD)

https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
Physical Donation of Clothes - Many thanks, let you know
when new opportunities arise.
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First Sunday of Lent

(Purple/Lent Array)

Justice in Creation, First Sunday of Lent
06/03/2022
Worship with us this week, on the First
Sunday of Lent. Dr Sue Jones, Dean of
Liverpool Cathedral, will lead the service on
'Justice in Creation', and Dr Ruth Valerio, Global Advocacy and Influencing
Director at Tearfund will be preaching.
9.00am Sunday Service at Home Watch the service Church online
Join us for our weekly online services, streamed each Sunday at 9am.
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online

10.00am Prayer in our own homes See below
FIRST SUNDAY of LENT 06/03/2022

Services in the Spilsby Cluster
9.30am
Hundleby Morning Worship (FJ)
10.00am
Spilsby Morning Prayer (PC)
11.15am
Halton Holegate Eucharist (PC)
3.00pm Great Steeping Eucharist (PC) Banns 2nd
Philip James Gilbert & Katy Isobel Coughtrey-Wellsted both of Firsby for 23/04/2022
Services in the Marden Hill Cluster
9.30am
East Keal Holy Communion (JC)
Services in the Stickney Cluster
11.15am
Stickney Morning Worship (FJ)
Services in the Partney Cluster
11.15am
Partney Holy Communion (TMcL)
3.00pm Scremby Holy Communion (TMcL)
Services in the South Ormsby Cluster
9.30am
Bag Enderby Holy Communion (TMcL)
Bolingbroke Churches on line:

We will continue to publish a short video on YouTube and link it to our website.
Our Web Site http://lincoln.ourchurchweb.org.uk/spilsby/index.php
Bolingbroke Team Churches - watch our videos

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCqTDWzvL2jxeB6ESF-aP9Nw?view_as=subscriber
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Monday Perpetua, Felicity and their Companions 7 March Martyrs at Carthage,
203
2.00pm

Partney Rectory: ‘Walking with Jesus’ bible studies,

2.00pm

Hundleby Book Swap,

7.00pm

Village Hall East Kirkby’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting,

Tuesday Edward King 8 March Bishop of Lincoln, 1910 & Felix Bishop, Apostle
to the East Angles, 647 & Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy Priest, Poet, 1929
2.00pm New Leake: Bible Study
Wednesday - Prayer & Fasting for Peace (Ember Day)
10.30am Spilsby Eucharist & Coffee with “Live Lent” Discussion
1.00pm
A/C Greta Crawford’s Funeral
4.00pm
Team Meeting
6.30pm Hundleby: Compline
7.00pm
Old School: Skendleby’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Thursday
7.00pm
In Church: Stickney’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Friday Prayer & Fasting for Peace (Ember Day)
6.00pm Catholic Church – Station of the Cross
Saturday (Ember Day)

10.00am

Stickney Youth Hall Church Jumble Sale

SECOND SUNDAY of LENT 13/03/2022

Services in the Spilsby Cluster
9.30am

Spilsby Eucharist (JC)
Services in the Marden Hill Cluster

9.30am
11.15am
3.00pm

East Keal Holy Communion (PC)
Hagworthingham Eucharist (PC)
East Kirkby Afternoon Worship (FJ)
Services in the Stickney Cluster

11.15am

Stickford Morning Worship (FJ)
Services in the Partney Cluster

9.30am
Candlesby Morning Worship (PMcL)
11.15am
Skendleby Holy Communion & Consecration of New Nave Altar
(Bp. David & TMcL)
Services in the South Ormsby Cluster
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Do we need this any more?
Private Prayer in the Following Churches:
St James Spilsby
St Mary Hundleby
St Helen East Keal
St Helen West Keal
St Nicholas Partney
St Mary Tetford
St Luke Stickney
St Helen Stickford
Sunday 6th
1st Sunday of Lent
Energy industry

Daily
Daily
Daily
Saturday and Sunday
Thursdays
Wednesdays
Daily
Daily

08.00 to 16.00
10.00 to 14.00
10.00 to 15.00
10.00 to 16.00
11.30 to 12.30
11.30 to 12.30
10.00 to 16.00
10.00 to 16.00

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days
he was tempted by the devil. Luke 4: 1 - 2

Monday
Perpetua, Felicity and their
Companions, Martyrs at
Carthage, 203

The Anglican Church of Korea
Brothertoft & Sibsey – Revd Clive Todd
Pray for all who will get involved with the Lenten studies
around
Rowan Williams book - Silence and Honey Cakes

Farming

The Diocese of Kigeme – Eglise Anglicane du Rwanda

Tuesday 8th
Edward King, Bishop of
Lincoln, 1910

Fishtoft – Revd Marc Cooper
Please pray for the ongoing discussions with regards to
Time to Change Together

Finance

SDF Programme Board

7th

Wednesday 9th
Fire Services

Thursday 10th

The Diocese of Kigezi – The Church of the Province of
Uganda
The Frieston Group – Revd Andrew Higginson
Please pray for God’s guidance in serving and reaching our
community. Pray too for local businesses and workers that
they may flourish and be safe.
The Diocese of North Kigezi – The Church of the Province
of Uganda
Old Leake & Friskney – In Vacancy
Pray for opportunities to reach out to our local communities
as we seek to grow the Churches.

Fishing industry

Audit and Governance Committee

Friday 11th

The Diocese of Mount Kilimanjaro – The Anglican Church of
Tanzania
Kirton in Holland – In Vacancy
Pray for the local clergy and Churchwardens who are
enabling our worship to continue at this time.

Healthcare Services
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Saturday 12th

Highways

Sunday 13th
2nd Sunday before Lent

Horticulture

The Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin & Ardagh – The Church of
Ireland (Armagh Province)
Frampton
&
Wyberton
–
Revd
Sudharshan
Sarvananthan
Please pray for our work with Wyberton Primary School and
the ecumenical Open House Project with the URC and
Beacon Church
The Diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman – The Anglican
Church
of Southern Africa
Jesus said: ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often
have I desired to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
Luke 13: 34
The Anglican Church of Melanesia

Spilsby Daily 8am Morning Prayer & at Noon
God of love, turn our hearts to Your ways and give us peace. Amen
The sick at home or in hospital,
Nigel Worth, Kathleen, Molly, Veronica, Dorothy, Maggie J. Betty Brawn, Tristan,
Michael P, Joan T. Mark, Jossie Lee, June, Hilary, Michael, Harriet, Rose L., Abby,
Sheila Janes, Fleur, Mary, Jeff Mason, Rosie, Bob, (Baby) Chloe Lear, Lawrence,
Ann Howman, John Prince, Sylvia Bonsey, Anthea B, Jo & John, Bessie Reddin,
Mary Julyan, Norman Huntingford, Kerry Brown, Jan H., Roy Harrison.
The Departed: Mary Pegg, John Moore(p), Fred Pearce, Jan Liotica, Kath Bell, Greta
Crawford, Phillipa Martyn.

Anniversary: Maurice Fenwick, John Carrott, Eileen Parker, Jean Orwin, Dorothy
Matthews, Margaret Berwick, Julie Lines, Jeannette Pettit, Jean Chantry, Frank Shubert,
Jean Thompson, Pearl Blanchard, Trevor Williamson, Ernest Bendall, Edwin Bogg, Frank
Riley, Stan Drury, Mary Tustin, Michael Henden, John Williams, Susan Bates, Edna Hough,
Edith Burns, Nancy Clayton, Marie Breeze, Mable Watkins, Wayne Field, Violet Storr,
Kay & Dave Spence. Ivy Wright, Jessie Coote, Stella Gyler, Reg Hutson, Arthur Spring,
Peter Croft, Julie Dale, Ted Brackenbury, Thomas Kendrick, Brian Griffin, Rodney White,
Maureen Fraser, Winifred Gooderham, Margaret Fletcher, Pamela Williamson. Marie
Hunter, Joyce Jones, Julia Baxter, David Carr, Ken Wroe, Pam Ford, Joan Tong, Jean
Sanderson, Ruth Toulson, Joan Barrett, Betty Leighton Graham Britchford, Harold Scott,
Joan Patterson, Elsie Parr, Barry Dale, Louisa Howe, George Hotchin, Bertha ‘Vicky’
Vickers, Fiona, Rachel, Joe Hezzel, Betty Kidd, Cynthia Boulton, Jeanette Holingbee,

Rick Watson, Jean Walton, Barry Philpott, Bob Kirk, Georgina English, Gill Denniff.
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Bolingbroke Deanery
First Sunday in Lent

God of the mountains and the sky, of our minds and our hearts: we look up to you
in awe; we reach out to you in longing; we worship you in gratitude; we sing to you
in joy. For you are our God, and we are your people – today and always. Amen.
Hymn
Forty days and forty nights thou wast fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights, tempted, and yet undefiled.
Sunbeams scorching all the day; chilly dew-drops nightly shed;
Prowling beasts about thy way; stones thy pillow; earth thy bed.
And if Satan, vexing sore, flesh or spirit shall assail.
Then, his vanquisher before, grant we may not faint nor fail.
So shall we have peace divine: holier gladness ours shall be;
Round us, too, shall angels shine, such as ministered to thee.
Keep, O keep us, Saviour dear, ever constant by thy side;
That with thee we may appear at the eternal Eastertide.
(George Hunt Smyttan (1822 -1870))
Prayers of Penitence
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into
the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. Let us confess
our sins remembering before God the times when we have fallen from temptation
into sin.
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin:
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
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Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me:
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy spirit from me: Lord,
have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Absolution
May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins, and assure us of
his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Old Testament Reading – Deuteronomy 26: 1 - 11
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of
the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that the
Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that
the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall go to the
priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord
your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to
give us.’ When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before
the altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your
God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived
there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and
populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard
labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our
voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out
of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of
power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the fruit of
the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down before the Lord
your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Hymn
Take this moment, sign and space; take my friends around;
here among us make the place where Your love is found.
Take the time to call my name, take the time to mend
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who I am and what I've been, all I've failed to tend.
Take the tiredness of my days, take my past regret,
letting Your forgiveness touch all I can't forget.
Take the little child in me, scared of growing old;
help me here to find my worth made in Christ's own mould.
Take my talents, take my skills, take what's yet to be;
let my life be Yours, and yet, let it still be me.
(Words: John Bell b1949)
New Testament Reading: Luke 4: 1 - 13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in
the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at
all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to
him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’
Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone.”’
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. And the devil said to him, ‘To you I will give their glory and all this authority;
for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will
worship me, it will all be yours.’ Jesus answered him, ‘It is written,
“Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.”’
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,
for it is written,
“He will command his angels concerning you,
to protect you”,
and
“On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’
Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ When
the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Homily from the Diocesan Website
Today is the first Sunday in Lent. Every year, this is the Sunday when we focus on
the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness after his baptism. And the first thing to
notice is exactly that – baptism first, then temptation. This is an immediate
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transition. After his baptism, Jesus is led by the Holy Spirit out into the wilderness
to be tempted.
Let me explain why this matters. At his baptism, Jesus is revealed as God incarnate,
‘my beloved son in whom I am well pleased’, as the voice from heaven proclaims. In
his temptation, he is revealed as fully human, needing food, fascinated by power,
craving glory. Together these events announce what the public ministry of Jesus will
accomplish. The one who is both God and Man in himself will bring reconciliation
of the human and the divine by his death on the cross and resurrection to new and
eternal life.
So the first thing we learn from this story is something about Jesus. Another way of
putting it would be to say that only a Jesus who is fully God has power to save us,
and only a Jesus who is fully human has something to save. Our redemption
depends on both.
The second thing we learn from the story is something about ourselves. Unlike
Mark, Luke gives us the detail of the temptations that Jesus experienced in the
wilderness. We have to assume that the original source of this story was Jesus
himself, so it’s not too much of a stretch to realise that in this detail Our Lord is
teaching us something about the nature of sin and temptation.
The first temptation is to put our physical appetites ahead of our spiritual needs.
The second temptation is to turn away from the worship of the one true God and
seek worldly glory and riches in its place. And the third is the deep temptation of
which the other two are just worked examples – the temptation to place our own
agendas, projects and ambitions ahead of God’s. These temptations all have clear
parallels in the Old Testament, but the strongest echo is perhaps with the story of
Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, where aspects of all three of these
temptations are rolled together into one. It is the temptation to take the place of
God in our own lives.
And the fact that this all sits alongside the baptism of Jesus in the gospel story tells
us something about the life of Christian discipleship. In baptism we are given the gift
of new life in Christ. Our sins are forgiven and we are drawn into the eternal life of
God. Our task from then on is to live as the people we have become, and that’s
hard. Temptation doesn’t stop for us, any more than it did for Jesus. For Jesus, the
temptation was to turn away from the fullness of his identity as God’s son, the
beloved, and strangely the same thing applies to us. As baptised people we, too, are
God’s children and beloved ones at that. We are supposed to act like it.
At the beginning of this season of Lent, it’s a good idea to be reminded not only of
the reality of sin and temptation, but also of its most important antidote – the
recollection, and sometimes the recovery, of our baptism. But there is a bit more
to say. The three main disciplines of Lent are fasting, almsgiving and prayer. Notice
how each corresponds to one of the three temptations experienced by Jesus. The
discipline of fasting, perhaps not only from food but from indulging other appetites,
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helps us to place our spiritual needs ahead of our physical cravings. The discipline of
almsgiving helps us to loosen our grasp on wealth and status. And the discipline of
prayer, if it is a discipline, helps us to keep our focus on the sovereignty of God
over every aspect of our lives.
So, whatever you choose to do to mark Lent this year, may I encourage you to
remember what it means to be a baptised person, a beloved child of God who is
called to live accordingly? That’s where the strength to persevere comes from,
whichever disciplines you choose. And remember, too, that Jesus knew the full
experience of human temptation and overcame it, for us. In the name of the Father,
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Questions for Reflection
1.
Why do you think the Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil?
2.
What does it mean to live as a baptised person?
3.
What disciplines have you taken up this Lent, and how can today’s
reflections help you to keep them?
4.
Is there anything else from the passage that speaks to you not already
discussed? What is it?
5.
What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in
response to what you have heard today? #everydayfaith
Affirmation of Faith
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and
on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and
fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from
on high.
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Hymn
Such love, pure as the whitest snow;
such love, weeps for the shame I know;
Such love, paying the debt I owe; O Jesus, such love.
Such love, stilling my restlessness;
Such love, filling my emptiness;
Such love, showing me holiness; O Jesus, such love.
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Such love, springs from eternity;
Such love, streaming through history;
Such love, fountain of life to me; O Jesus, such love.
(Words: Graham Kendrick)
Prayers of Intercession
As we enter the long weeks of Lent and reflect on the sadness of its story; when
we look into our own hearts and struggle to live by the responsibilities of our
calling:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we feel lost and alone; when trouble comes to our door and we do not
know how to face the future:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When church needs to change; when the way ahead seems threatening and
unknown and the usual certainties are gone:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we are lured by seductive voices of power, money and control; and we no
longer know what is true:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When our dreams and relationships lie shattered by conflict, circumstance or
cruelty and we place our trust in what cannot fulfil us:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we invest more in developing weapons than we do in the work of peace
building – more on what divides us than on the work of unity:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When children are killed in adult wars; when cities are full of marching boots; when
there is blood on the ground and the sounds of play are silenced:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we look at cities that lie deserted; when citizens flee in fear for their lives
and our enemies encircle us:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we take more than we should; when we do not treat the earth with
kindness and our habits and choices create a wasteland:
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God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we find it hard to follow you; when easier pathways beckon and our
strength fails:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
When we look ahead and all is dark: send us light. When our hearts are dry, our
pathway full of ash and dust, send us water to renew our souls.
God of life, lead us through the wilderness.
May we know your Spirit’s comfort and trust that your love is enough. In the
darkness that surrounds us and the pain that is to come, until we see you face to
face:
God of life, lead us through the wilderness. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect
Heavenly Father, your Son battled with the powers of darkness, and grew closer to
you in the desert: help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer that we
may witness to your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Hymn
Thy hand, O God, has guided thy flock from age to age;
the wondrous tale is written, full clear, on every page;
Our fathers owned thy goodness, and we their deeds record;
and both of this bear witness: one church, one faith, one Lord!
Thy heralds brought glad tidings to greatest, as to least;
they bade them rise and hasten to share the great King's feast.
And this was all their teaching in every deed and word,
to all alike proclaiming: one church, one faith, one Lord!
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Through many a day of darkness, through many a scene of strife
The faithful few fought bravely to guard the nation’s life.
Their gospel of redemption, sin pardoned, hope restored,
was all in this enfolded: one church, one faith, one Lord
And we, shall we be faithless? Shall hearts fail, hands hang down?
Shall we evade the conflict and cast away our crown?
Not so: in God’s deep counsels some better thing is stored;
we will maintain unflinching one Church, one faith, one Lord
Thy mercy will not fail us nor leave thy work undone;
with thy right hand to help us the victory shall be won.
And then by all creation thy name shall be adored;
and this shall be their anthem: one church, one faith, one Lord!
(Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre 1821 - 1891)
Final Prayer
Creator God, you made us in your image to be your people, wherever we go. This
coming week, whatever we experience, wherever we find ourselves, help us to
know that you are with us – guiding, revealing and sustaining – always. Amen.
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An act of Spiritual Communion
You may wish to find a space for prayer in
front of a cross, a candle, or a special place.
You might choose to make your Spiritual
Communion at a particular time of day, or
after viewing a live streamed service.
Reflect on the day and on your relationships.
- What good things have come from
God today?
- Where have I fallen short?
- What might I do tomorrow?
You may wish to say or pray
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Read the following words from Scripture. If
you have access to today’s readings for Holy
Communion, you may wish to read and
reflect on them.
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.’
John 6.35
A prayer for all those

Pray for the needs of the world, for your
local community, and for those close to you.
End with the Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father...
Give thanks for the saving death and
resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with
you now.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for
all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have
borne for me. Since I cannot now receive
you sacramentally, I ask you to come
spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and
brother, may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly, and follow you
more nearly, day by day. Amen.
after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Conclude with the following:
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from
all evil, and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
affected by coronavirus

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Clergy Team
The Rev’d. Canon Peter Coates
The Vicarage, Church Street, Spilsby, PE23 5EF
email: peter.coates50@yahoo.com
Tel: 01790 752526
The Rev’d. Ms. Fran Jeffries
The Rectory, Horbling Lane, Stickney PE22 8DQ
email: revfjeffries@outlook.com
Tel: 01205 481183
The Rev’d Judith Simons

revjudithsimons@hotmail.com

Or Contact via Stickney Rectory – As above
The Rev’d Mrs Jean Coates
Contact via Spilsby Vicarage – As above
email: coatesjean@yahoo.co.uk
Rev’d. Mrs Teresa McLaughlin &
Mr Paul McLaughlin – Community Chaplain
The Rectory, Scremby Road Partney PE23 4PG
tmclaughlin@tiscali.co.uk
01790 752344

Saints on Earth
¶ March
David 1 March Bishop of Menevia, Patron of Wales, c.601
Evidence concerning David (Dewi) dates from the late eleventh century and refers
to his father being a chieftain from Ceredigion and his mother being St Non.
Facts concerning his life are few, but legends abound and it is virtually impossible to
disentangle them. One of the few certain facts concerns his presence at the Synod
of Brefi in 560, although the account of the eloquent speech he gave is in all
probability fiction. The village of Llanddewi Brefi in Ceredigion still boasts the earth
mound which was said to have miraculously risen beneath David's feet in order to
make him more visible and audible as he denounced the Pelagian heresy. David
became Patron Saint of Wales in the twelfth century. He was a representative of
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the Celtic Christian tradition, generally a non-hierarchical movement, with a distinct
spirituality, whose bishops had freedom to roam across borders.
It is probable that the account of his life written by Bishop Rhygyfarch in the
eleventh century was designed to support claims for the independence of Welsh
bishops from the control of the Archbishop of Canterbury. According to this
account of his life David was educated at Hen Vynyw (possibly modern Aberaeron)
and studied under Paulinus. He founded up to ten monasteries which followed
Egyptian monastic tradition involving a very rigorous regime. The monasteries were
highly influential on both Welsh and Irish monasticism. David devoted himself to
mercy and acts of charity, and was recorded as taking cold baths and eating only
bread and water.
He became Bishop of Menevia – legend says that he was consecrated in Jerusalem
while on pilgrimage – which later was re-named after him as St David's. He died in
601.
The commemoration of David is a reminder of the contribution of the Celtic
tradition to the heritage of the Church, a tradition which has often been
overshadowed by a historical bias to Rome, and a greater wealth of written material
surviving from Canterbury.
Chad 2 March Bishop of Lichfield, Missionary, 672
Chad was a pupil of Aidan (see 31 August), who had established Christianity within
Northumbria during the reign of King Oswald (634–42). Chad spent some time at
the monastery of Lindisfarne, where, along with his brother Cedd (see 26 October),
he was taught by Aidan. He also spent some time in Ireland as part of his education.
In 664 he succeeded his brother as Abbot of Lastingham in the North York Moors.
Later that same year King Oswy of Northumbria decided to consecrate Chad as his
bishop. This was a somewhat irregular move, as the only reason for his
consecration was Oswy's impatience. The designated Bishop of Northumbria,
Wilfrid (see 12 October), had travelled to France to be consecrated but was an
exceptionally long time returning. Eventually Oswy tired of the delay and
consecrated Chad bishop in a ceremony under the authority of the Celtic bishops,
rather than those of the newer Roman tradition.
On his eventual return to Northumbria, Wilfrid discovered that his original
nominator (Oswy's deputy) had died, and that another bishop had been consecrated
in his place. To his credit, Wilfrid made no attempt to regain his position, but when
Archbishop Theodore (see 19 September) visited the region in 669 and remarked
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upon the irregularity of the situation Chad voluntarily gave up his position and
returned to Lastingham. Impressed by the humility of Chad,Theodore made him
Bishop of Mercia. He repeated the entire consecration ceremony, as he considered
the first ceremony invalid because of the overwhelming presence of Celtic bishops.
Chad fixed his residence at Lichfield, and led the diocese for two years. He travelled
widely and established a monastery at Barrow, Lincolnshire. He oversaw the
formation of Lichfield as an ecclesiastical centre before his death from the plague in
672.

Introduction to the Season

Lent may originally have followed Epiphany, just as Jesus’ sojourn in
the wilderness followed immediately on his baptism, but it soon became
firmly attached to Easter, as the principal occasion for baptism and for the
reconciliation of those who had been excluded from the Church’s fellowship
for apostasy or serious faults. This history explains the characteristic notes
of Lent – self-examination, penitence, self-denial, study, and preparation for
Easter, to which almsgiving has traditionally been added.
Now is the healing time decreed
for sins of heart and word and deed,
when we in humble fear record
the wrong that we have done the Lord.
(Latin, before 12th century)
Most holy God and Father,
hear our prayers for all who
strive for peace
and all who fight for justice.
Help us, who today remember
the cost of war,
to work for a better tomorrow;
and, as we commend to you
lives lost in terror and conflict,
bring us all, in the end, to the
peace of your presence;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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