Bolingbroke Deanery Team Parishes
Faithful, Confident, Joyful

2nd January 2022
CHRISTMAS 2/EPIPHANY
(Gold/White)

Introduction to the Season
In the Western churches, the Epiphany (‘manifestation’) became an occasion to
celebrate one element in the story of Christ’s birth, the visit of the far-travelled
magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles. Matthew’s
account speaks simply of ‘wise men from the east’; later tradition fixed their
number at three, made them kings and recalled their resonant names – Caspar,
Melchior and Balthasar. In this perspective, Epiphanytide is an apt season to
pray for the worldwide mission of the Church. The feast of the Conversion of
St Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, appropriately falls in the Epiphany season,
as does the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. In the Eastern churches, the
Epiphany is, rather, the celebration of Christ’s baptism at the hands of John,
when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be
God’s beloved Son. The miracle of Cana in Galilee, where Jesus ‘first
manifested his glory’, follows immediately:
Manifest at Jordan’s stream,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
and at Cana wedding-guest
in thy Godhead manifest. (Christopher Wordsworth)
The arrangement of the Sundays of Epiphany in the
Revised Common Lectionary deliberately draws out
these aspects.
The season of joyful celebration that begins at
Christmas now continues through the successive
Sundays of Epiphany, and the festal cycle ends only with
the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas).The child
who has been manifested to the magi at his birth is now
recognized by Simeon and Anna, when he comes to be
presented in the Temple according to the Law of Israel. He is both ‘a light to
lighten the Gentiles’ and ‘the glory of God’s people Israel’. But the redemption
he will bring must be won through suffering; the Incarnation is directed to the
Passion; and Simeon’s final words move our attention away from the
celebration of Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter.
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9.00am Sunday Service at Home Watch the service Church online
Join us for our weekly online services, streamed each Sunday at 9am.
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
10.00am Prayer in our own homes See below
2nd SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS 02/01/2022

Services in the Spilsby Cluster
9.30am
10.00am
11.15am
3.00pm
4.00pm
9.30am
11.15am
11.15am
3.00pm
9.30am

Hundleby Morning Worship (JS)
Spilsby Morning Prayer (PMcL)
Halton Holegate Eucharist (PC)
Great Steeping Eucharist (PC)
Roman Catholic Church: CAROL SERVICE
Services in the Marden Hill Cluster
East Keal Holy Communion (PC)
Services in the Stickney Cluster
Stickney Morning Worship (JS)
Services in the Partney Cluster
Partney Holy Communion (TMcL)
Scremby Holy Communion (TMcL)
Services in the South Ormsby Cluster
Brinkhill Holy Communion (TMcL)

Bolingbroke Churches on line:

We will continue to publish a short video on YouTube and link it to our website.
Our Web Site http://lincoln.ourchurchweb.org.uk/spilsby/index.php
I have created a YouTube Account Bolingbroke Team Churches
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u7o5VzGhMNc

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday Eve of Epiphany
10.30am Spilsby Eucharist
4.00pm Team Meeting
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Thursday EPIPHANY
Friday
Saturday
Baptism of Christ 1st SUNDAY after EPIPHANY 09/01/2022

Services in the Spilsby Cluster
9.30am
9.30am
11.15am
3.00pm
3.00pm

Spilsby (PC)
Services in the Marden Hill Cluster
East Keal Holy Communion (Archdeacon Gavin)
Hagworthingham Eucharist (PC)
East Kirkby Afternoon Worship (JS)
Old Bolingbroke Eucharist (PC)
Services in the Stickney Cluster

11.15am

Stickford Morning Worship (JS)
Services in the Partney Cluster

9.30am
3.00pm

Candlesby Morning Prayer (TMcL)
Skendleby Holy Communion (TMcL)
Services in the South Ormsby Cluster

Private Prayer in the Following Churches:
St James Spilsby
Daily
08.00 to 16.00
St Mary Hundleby
Daily
10.00 to 14.00
St Helen East Keal
Daily
10.00 to 15.00
St Helen’s West Keal Saturday and Sunday 10.00 to 16.00
St Nicholas Partney
Thursdays
11.30 to 12.30
St Mary Tetford
Wednesdays
11.30 to 12.30
St Luke Stickney
Daily
10.00 to 16.00
St Helen Stickford
Daily
10.00 to 16.00
Spilsby Daily 8am Morning Prayer & at Noon
God of love, turn our hearts to Your ways and give us peace. Amen
The sick at home or in hospital,
Nigel Worth, Kathleen, Molly, Veronica, Dorothy, Maggie J. Betty Brawn, Tristan,
Michael P, Joan T. Mark, Jossie Lee, June, Hilary, Michael, Harriet, Rose L., Abby,
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Sheila Janes, Fleur, Mary, Jeff Mason, Rosie, Bob, (Baby) Chloe Lear, Lawrence,
Ann Howman, John Prince, Sylvia Bonsey, Anthea B, Jo & John, Bessie Reddin,
Mary Julyan, Norman Huntingford, Kerry Brown.
The Departed: Pauline Towler, Clarica Thacker, Jim Swanson, Dorothy Sykes,
Graham Rickard.
Anniversary: Nancy Sorfleet, Peter Blanchard, John Burman, Doris Cash, Gordon
Churchward, Louie Barker, Stella Godsmark, Wendy Cobb, Dora Boyle, Elsie Maddison,
Betty Griffin, Tyler Boucher, Stephen Adkins(p), Robert Nixon, Wilfred Parsons, Kneale
Whittom, Audrey Dunniclife-Smith, Harold Penson, David Churchyard, David Lambert,
Ken O’Riordan(p), Alma Leverton, Brian Walker, Kay Wooley, Nelson Mandela, John
Dorie, Jo Woodgate, Joyce White, Baby Baxter, Barbara Clarke, Mary Hampson, Norah
Walls, Maurice Nicoll, Ben Ely, Winifred Ashley, Doris Collingwood Lillian Hunter,
William Dracas, John Turner, Roy Dobbs, Dr A., Debbra Martin, Christina Litster, Joan
Brough, Phylda Upex, Frederick Marshall, Carol Panrucker, Florence Green, Ivor Bogg,
Tim Sumner-Wilson, Roy Cornall, Vera Lawrence, John Spalding, Jean Scott, Doreen
Legsda, Peter Weston, Patricia Hales, Hazel Futter, Alan Toplis. Charles Leighton, Sarah
Smith, David Sawyer, Ada Ashton. Helen Kinnon, Mick Clark, Derek Tayles, Des
Woodford, George Atley, Noel White, Simon Barrett, Pam Hine, Fran Ness, Matt
Soloman, Olive Needham, Stephen Smith, Eric Thomas, Gill Maxim, Keith Hinds,

Alana Poulton, John Tasker, Bill Birrell, Betty Edwards, Charles Wright, Gordon
Brocklebank, Michael Hall, Barbara Warner, Pat Clarke, Margaret White (Spilsby),
Barbara Hicks, Rita Lenton, Dorothy Harrison, Betty Strong, Geoff Ness.

Church Schools in the Deanery of Grimsby
Cleethorpes
Cleethorpes St Peter`s, Grimsby Lisle Marsden.

Monday 3rd
Charity sector

Tuesday 4th



Commerce & Retail

Wednesday 5th



&

The Diocese of Isiala-Ngwa – The Church of Nigeria
(Anglican
Communion) (Aba Province)
Great Grimsby Team Ministry (Grimsby Minster, St Mark,
St Martin, St Hugh) – Vacancy; Revd Katherine Farrell
(Team Vicar); Revd Matt Rodgers (Planting Curate)
Pray for the outreach from St Mark’s Church to the younger
generations across the locality following the relaunch as part
of the SDF Project
The Diocese of Isial-Ngwa South – The Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) (Aba Province)
West Grimsby Team Ministry (St Michael’s Little Coates,
St Nicolas’ Great Coates, St George’s Bradley) – Revd
David McCormick (Rector), Revd Anne McCormick (Team
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Vicar), Revd Jenny Camm (Curate)
Pray for God’s guidance amid the changes of RSC and
seeking to grow open, inclusive congregations serving our
wider community.

Construction Industry

Thursday 6th
The Epiphany

Lincoln AMPC



Bishop’s Council of Diocesan Trustees

Energy industry
Friday 7th



Saturday 8th
Finance

Bishop’s Staff

Sunday
The Baptism of Christ
Fire Services

The Diocese of Northern Izon – The Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) (Niger Delta Province)
Great Grimsby, St Andrew & St Augustine – Vacancy
Pray for all those who are keeping the Churches going
through the vacancy.
The Diocese of Western Izon – The Church of Nigeria
(Anglican Communion) (Bendel Province)
New Clee, St John & St Stephen – Revd Kay Jones
Please pray for our ongoing witness, especially to the young
people in the local area.

Farming

9th

The Diocese of Isikwuato – The Church of Nigeria (Anglican
Communion) (Aba Province)
Scartho, St Giles with St Matthew – Revd Dr Sheena
Cleaton
Pray for our regular food collections as we seek to alleviate
food poverty in our area.

The Diocese of Jabalpur – The (united) Church of North India
The Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son,
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” Luke 3: 22
Iglesia Anglicana de Chile

Bolingbroke Team Ministry
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EPIPHANY
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Opening Prayer and Welcome
Arise, shine for your light has come!
As the magi followed the star to a new place,
a place where dreams became reality,
let us follow our Lord and saviour
to a place of renewed hope.
Not looking back, but always moving forward,
let us seek and find the king.
Lord Jesus, we gather at the start of a new year, we
gather to worship you.
May you journey with us always, especially through
the dark and uncomfortable places, and into places
filled with hope and new possibilities,
into a place of light and love.
Amen.
Hymn
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold,
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we evermore be led to thee.
As with joyful steps they sped, to that lowly manger-bed,
there to bend the knee before him whom heaven and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy-seat.
As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare,
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly King.
Holy Jesu, every day keep us in the narrow way,
and, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.
In the heavenly country bright need they no created light;
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thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;
there for ever may we sing alleluias to our King.
William Chatterton Dix
Time of Confession
Lord, we are dwellers in darkness, and often content to stay there.
We confess that we are not always seekers after signs,
nor do we actively pursue your guiding light.
We fail to raise our eyes from the murk of our existence
to the intimations of the miraculous in which your world abounds.
Forgive us for dwelling on the darkness of our lives;
we lift our gaze to you, O Lord.
Let your star blaze anew in our vision,
that we may follow where you lead,
our hope rekindled, our strength renewed.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
The festive lights are dimming and the shadows encroach again; we have kept them
at bay with cheer, good company and food.
But now they creep back, accusing us of all the darkness we have denied awhile. In
the weak light of morning, in the dim days stretching ahead,
we feel bad about ourselves, diminished by despair at our shortcomings –
our lethargy, our fears, our failure to live as we should.
Yet you, Father, blaze into our darkness and dazzle us with hope.
You, Son, reach out your hand and raise us up.
And you, Holy Spirit, bind us in this active forgiveness
that encourages, and inspires, and urges us onwards.
Amen.
The Collect of the Day
O God, who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 60.1-6
“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
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See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the Lord rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the hip.
Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.
Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.
Hymn
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;
star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining;
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
angels adore him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion,
odours of Edom, and offerings divine,
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
vainly with gifts would his favour secure:
richer by far is the heart's adoration,
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
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Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine aid;
star of the east, the horizon adorning,
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Reginald Heber (1783-1826)
Gospel Reading - Matthew 2.1-12
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who
has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he
asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they
replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the
star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully
for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and
worship him.”
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped
him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Sermon
Statement of Faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Hymn
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters?
Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?
This child that you delivered, will soon deliver you
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm the storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?
When you kiss your little baby you kiss the face of God
Mary, did you know? Did you know?
Mary, did you know? Mary, did you know?
The blind will see, the deaf will hear the dead will live again
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb
Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb?
That sleeping child you're holding is the great, I Am
Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?)
Songwriters: Greene Lee Rufus / Lowry Mark Alan
Prayers of Intercession
By a heavenly sign you called them, those seekers who crossed sands and rivers and
rocky places to find you.
We praise you for the example of their perseverance in their pilgrimage to prove
the truth of their observations.
So, Lord, we thank you for calling us to the pilgrimage of this New Year; for the
journey we must make through it, no turning back, and for the inner journeys into
our faith and spirituality and the epiphanies they will bring.
We set forth in faith.
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.
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We picture Mary and Joseph, huddled in a dirty, draughty stable for shelter, and we
pray for all who are homeless.
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.
We think of baby Jesus, laid in a feeding trough for cattle, and we pray for all
children born into poverty.
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.
We tremble at Herod’s wrath, and we pray for all families living in danger; especially
we imagine the fear in their hearts as Mary and Joseph fled their homeland, and we
pray for all refugees forced to do likewise today.
Lord of glory, hear our prayer.
May we see in every exiled mother the troubled face of Mary,
in every refugee father the careworn countenance of Joseph,
and in every impoverished child the helpless, vulnerable innocence of the baby Jesus.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread,
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
NOTICES
Hymn
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!
Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness,
high on his heart he will bear it for thee,
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be.
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Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine:
truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine.
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
he will accept for the name that is dear;
mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness,
trust for our trembling and hope for our fear.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!
bow down before him, his glory proclaim;
with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness,
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name!
John Samuel Bewley Monsell
Closing Prayer
God of hope, Jesus our companion, Holy Spirit our strength, travel with us as we
journey onwards into paths known and unknown, familiar and unfamiliar, through
times of darkness and into your marvellous light, always knowing that you are by
our side. Amen.
Some items are © ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2021.
Reproduced with permission.

Sunday 2nd January 2022

Christmas 2

John 1.[1-9]10-18;
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but
he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world.]
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
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him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of
man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, ‘This
was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” ’) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him
known.
Other Readings: Jeremiah 31.7-14; Psalm 147.13-21; Ephesians 1.3-14
Homily
At the start of this new year, today’s gospel reading asks us to reflect on the magnitude,
the transformational power, of Christ’s incarnation. All of us are familiar with the
Christmas story, the earthly version of how Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem and
finding no place for them in the inn, stayed the night in a small stable on the outskirts of
town. We’re all familiar as well with the angelic proclamation that night to the shepherds
proclaiming the long-awaited Messiah had come, and that He would not only be Saviour,
but the Lord God Himself come down in human form as a baby; and because of this birth
there would now be available to humanity peace and goodwill on earth.
Today’s gospel reading is as it were the heavenly version of this story. The term, “Word,”
is another name for Jesus. Not only was Jesus the Lord God - as it says, “He was God” but He came to earth, dwelling among us as a person. Before his arrival at Bethlehem
Jesus lived in heaven, the place He had created as part of the Trinity. He built it. It was the
perfect place. It’s more magnificent than anything we could ever see or even perceive. It’s
more beautiful than the most beautiful sky we could see, or the most beautiful music we
could hear. It’s a place that excels in beauty far beyond what we could ever imagine. It’s a
place of perpetual joy and peace. And this was His home.
But the Christmas journey brought Jesus from His home to ours. He moved into our
world. but why? Because humanity that He created had gone off course. Sin had turned us
against God and each other, and polluted the earth in the process.
If God had employed a business consultant I’m sure the advice would have been to cut
His losses and start all over again. If He got a religious advisor, the advice would likely
have been to create a set of tasks and regulations so that humanity could work their way
out of it. But God consulted no one but Himself. And because of His love, He knew the
only way to make it right, to restore the fellowship that was lost in the Garden, He’d have
to send His Son, Jesus, on this special Christmas journey from heaven to earth.
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Moreover, Christ’s journey brought him not only to our world, but into our time. Go
back as far as you can imagine, and when you get there, Jesus was before even then,
because the beginning is before time itself began. In the beginning the Word “was,” that is,
He existed before the beginning, meaning that He never really began, but always was.
Jesus was before time, and that’s because He’s the one who created it. And so, Jesus
journeyed from eternity, where time isn’t measured, into time itself.
Jesus came into time and into our history. He came not only from eternity into time but
changed time as we know it. He reset the clocks of time. Before, calendars were marked
by the reign of kings, “It was the third year of the reign” of this or that king. Now our
calendars are based upon Jesus’ birth. History is divided by it, and what’s so amazing is
that great chunks of the world, even those religions that reject Jesus as Lord, set their
calendars and clocks by His coming.
In today’s gospel we read - The Word became Flesh and lived among us - or more
accurately “the word became flesh and pitched his tent among us.” Just as in the Old
Testament when the Children of Israel wandered through the desert, God travelled with
them and met them at the Ark of the Covenant in a special place, so too in Jesus, God
pitches his tent amidst our tents and travels with us as we journey through life. God gets
involved in our mess.
That’s good news for you, for me and for our communities. Jesus could have been born
in a nice holy place like the Temple, or a luxurious place like a palace. Instead, he is born
in a stable, surrounded by animals. When he is less than two years old, his family will flee
as asylum seekers to Egypt. Emmanuel, God with us, came as the light of the world. The
Christmas story of Jesus journey shows God getting involved in our lives. At the start of
this new year, He is with us, encircling us with his love, reminding us of his light, which the
darkness can’t overcome.
Conversation Questions
1. How does it make you feel to think about God outside of time?
2. What areas of your life would you like Jesus to pitch his tent in today?
3. At the start of 2022, who in our lives needs to know the light that the darkness cannot
overcome? How might you go about telling them about Jesus?
4. Is there anything else from the passage that speaks to you not already discussed? What is
it?
5. What will you do this week in your Monday-to-Saturday ministry in response to what you
have heard today? #everydayfaith
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Prayer
Spend some time in silence, responding to what you have heard today and listening to
what God might be saying to you.
Collect of the day
Almighty God,
in the birth of your Son
you have poured on us the new light of your incarnate Word,
and shown us the fullness of your love:
help us to walk in his light and dwell in his love
that we may know the fullness of his joy;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Additional Collect
God our Father,
in love you sent your Son
that the world may have life:
lead us to seek him among the outcast
and to find him in those in need,
for Jesus Christ’s sake.
Include this standard copyright information:

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is incorporated in this service paper, is copyright ©
The Archbishops’ Council, 2000. Scripture passage from the New Revised Standard Version (Anglicised) copyright © 1989, 1995 the Division
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

An act of Spiritual Communion
You may wish to find a space for prayer in
front of a cross, a candle, or a special place.
You might choose to make your Spiritual
Communion at a particular time of day, or
after viewing a live streamed service.
Reflect on the day and on your relationships.
- What good things have come from
God today?
- Where have I fallen short?
- What might I do tomorrow?
You may wish to say or pray

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Read the following words from Scripture. If
you have access to today’s readings for Holy
Communion, you may wish to read and
reflect on them.
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.
Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.’
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you sacramentally, I ask you to come
spiritually into my heart.
O most merciful redeemer, friend and
brother, may I know you more clearly,
love you more dearly, and follow you
more nearly, day by day. Amen.
after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester
Conclude with the following:
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from
all evil, and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

John 6.35
Pray for the needs of the world, for your
local community, and for those close to you.
End with the Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father...
Give thanks for the saving death and
resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be with
you now.
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for
all the benefits you have given me,
for all the pains and insults you have
borne for me. Since I cannot now receive

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious, be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
The Rev’d. Mrs Joan Thornett
email: fctjw@btinternet.com
Tel: 01790 754151

Clergy Team
The Rev’d. Canon Peter Coates
The Vicarage, Church Street, Spilsby,
PE23 5EF
email: peter.coates50@yahoo.com
Tel: 01790 752526

The Rev’d Mrs Jean Coates
Contact via Spilsby Vicarage – As above
email: coatesjean@yahoo.co.uk

The Rev’d. Ms. Fran Jeffries
The Rectory, Horbling Lane, Stickney
PE22 8DQ
email: revfjeffries@outlook.com

Rev’d. Mrs Teresa McLaughlin &
Mr Paul McLaughlin – Community
Chaplain

The Rev’d Judith Simons

The Rectory, Scremby Road Partney
PE23 4PG
tmclaughlin@tiscali.co.uk
01790 752344

revjudithsimons@hotmail.com

Or Contact via Stickney Rectory – As
above
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Saints on Earth ¶ December
¶ January

Basil the Great, d.379
Basil was a bishop, a monk and a theologian. Along with his brother Gregory of
Nyssa (see 19 July) and Gregory of Nazianzus he is one of the three 'Cappadocian
Fathers' whose thought developed the Church's doctrine of the Holy Spirit and of
the Trinity. Basil is not only honoured by the Church for his theological contribution,
but also for his pastoral heart and for his care for the poor. He is known for his
defence of the orthodox Nicene faith, particularly of the Trinity, and for the way in
which he organized Eastern monasticism, emphasizing community life, liturgical
prayer and manual work. His two collections of 'Rules' or 'guidelines' for monastic
life, many of which were written as answers to questions that Basil was asked as he
travelled on pilgrimages, are still influential today.
Born into an educated and privileged family, Basil never lost the love of classical
literature, rhetoric and philosophy that formed his early training. He viewed
Christianity as a faith that encompassed the great philosophies and cultures of the
day rather than one which fought against them. His theology drew from the advances
in thought of those around him, but clearly held to Christian principles and doctrine.
Basil initially lived as an ascetic, touring the monastic sites and communities of the
East, before being ordained presbyter in 364 and then in 370 becoming bishop of
Caesarea. During his tenure as bishop, Basil was in conflict with Arianism (which
denied the full divinity of Christ) and with those who denied the divinity of the Holy
Spirit. Basil is responsible for the insertion of the phrase 'and the Holy Spirit' into the
Doxology, and his Liturgy is still used in the Orthodox Church throughout Lent.
As bishop, Basil established hospitals for the sick, homes for the poor, and hospices
for travellers and strangers. Alongside his theological stance he was ceaseless in his
efforts to bring unity to the Church, not only in the East, but also between East
andWest. He died two years before the Second Ecumenical Council at
Constantinople, which brought order and unity to the Church and which was
indebted to Basil for the theological and institutional foundations that he had laid.
For contemporary Anglicans Basil's influence can be seen most clearly in
EucharisticPrayer F in Common Worship:
Look with favour on your people
and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth, heal the sick,
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let the oppressed go free,
and fill your Church with power from on high.
Gregory of Nazianzus, d.389
Gregory of Nazianzus (or Nazianzen) was born in Arianzus (Cappadocia) in 329.
Along with Gregory of Nyssa (see 19 July) and Basil of Caesarea he is one of the
three 'Cappadocian Fathers' whose thought developed the doctrine of the Holy Spirit
and of the Trinity. He is honoured by the Church as a theologian of great distinction.
Gregory expanded the idea that salvation is a progressive journey into the Godhead
and stressed that the agent of this journey is the Holy Spirit. He proposed the term
'procession' to distinguish the nature of the position of the Spirit in the Godhead,
and demanded that the Holy Spirit receive full worship and equal honour.
Gregory started out as an orator and finished as a reclusive poet. In between he
attempted to live a life of solitude and reflection but was continually pressured by
others to be involved in church politics and theological disputes. His sensitive nature
was not up to the task and he was unsuitable for the cut and thrust of political life,
forever seeking a place where he could fulfil his desire for solitude and
contemplation. Yet Gregory also longed for recognition and honour from his fellow
Christians.
In 364 at the age of 34, Gregory was ordained priest at the insistence of his father.
Such was his lack of enthusiasm for this calling that he initially ran away. In 372 he
was consecrated Bishop of Sasima at the insistence of Basil of Caesarea. Once again
he initially fled. In 380 Gregory was made Bishop of Constantinople. This time he
made no attempt to avoid the appointment, perhaps considering that finally the
honour was deserved. It was during his time at the small orthodox church there that
he produced some of his best known and theologically important work on the nature
of God and of the Trinity.
The greatest moment of Gregory's life occurred in 381, when, as bishop, he presided
at the opening of the Council of Constantinople. Unfortunately Gregory's triumph at
Constantinople did not last long. He was criticized for moving from one bishopric to
another, he was ill-advised in key council decisions, and became a victim of interparty rivalry. All this combined to result in Gregory resigning from his post. He
returned to his family estate in Arianzus, wrote poetry, and lived the ascetic life of
which he had dreamed for so long.
And so, Father, grant to me,
by spirit and soul
by mouth and mind
in purity of heart
to give you glory. Amen.
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Seraphim 2 January Monk of Sarov, Spiritual Guide, 1833
In an age of industrialization, scientific progress and indifference to Christianity,
Seraphim was revered as one who was clearly used as a vessel of the Holy Spirit, and
whose life was fully devoted to God.
It was said of Seraphim that,
It is now, when our Spiritual wings have atrophied and we have forgotten what
possibilities are concealed in our spirit, that St Seraphim was sent to us . . . that we
might remember our divine sonship and strive towards the limitless perfection of our
Heavenly Father.
Born in the Russian city of Kursk in 1759, Seraphim started to live an ascetic life at
the age of 19. First he lived at a monastery in Sarov, sharing in the ordinary life of the
community before starting to live a life of seclusion in 1794. In 1825, Seraphim
opened both the door of his cell and of his life and devoted himself to guiding others
into the presence of God. So many stories and myths have grown up surrounding the
deeds of this spiritual guide and 'Holy Man' that sometimes it is hard to tell where
the kernel of truth lies. However, it can be said that he possessed the gifts of healing,
discernment and prophecy and would reveal to his visitors the innermost secrets of
their hearts. There is no doubt that Seraphim lived a live fully given to God, and was
a living example of the way in which the Holy Spirit lives in and works through those
devoted to him. Many thousands of Russians are believed to have come to him for
advice and prayer during the last eight years of his life.
It has been said that 'He proved that the Church does not grow old, and that the
grace of God is equally effectual in all ages and in all places.' In the Orthodox Church
he is recognized as a 'Starets' or 'Holy Man' (someone who owes his authority to
spiritual gifts). He is remembered as one who was severe in his personal asceticism,
yet who was gentle to others, stressing the need for joy in the Christian life.
His teaching is summed up in his exhortation that 'The purpose of the earthly life is
the acquisition of the Holy Spirit', and in his prayer, 'Warm me with the warmth of
Your Holy Spirit'.
Vendanayagam Samuel Azariah 2 January Bishop in South India,
Evangelist, 1945
Born in 1874 in Vellalanvillai, Madras State, the son of a village priest, Azariah became
an evangelist with the YMCA in 1895, later becoming its national secretary in India.
The prevailing attitude of the time was that mission was something done by
Europeans to Indians. Azariah did not subscribe to this view and in 1902 was among
the founders of the indigenous Indian Missionary Society. He also saw a need for
indigenous leadership of the white-led Anglican Church in India if native Indians were
to forsake their local religions to be attracted to Christianity.
In his thirties he was ordained and before he reached 40 he was consecrated bishop,
the first Indian to reach episcopal rank in the Anglican Communion. But his
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appointment as Bishop of Dornakal was not without opposition. Many Indians looked
down on his humble origins and many Europeans, even some of those who saw the
wisdom of advancing Indians to positions of authority in the Church, thought it a
premature step. He was fortunate in having a series of gifted archdeacons who did
the administrative work of the diocese and freed him to travel and to teach, to
inspire and lead the rapidly growing Church. During his 30-year episcopate, it is said
that 100,000 people were added to the Church. His spiritual work needs to be seen
against the political backcloth of the struggle for Indian independence led by Mahatma
Gandhi.
A firm believer in cooperation between foreign and Indian church workers (on which
topic he addressed the 1910 Edinburgh World Missionary Conference, asking for
more equal treatment, including love and friendship, from European missionaries), he
supported the development of an indigenous leadership in a united Indian Church.To
this end he ordained able village catechists to Holy Orders. Though he strongly
repudiated syncretism, Azariah encouraged the use of Indian cultural forms by the
Church in order to make it truly Indian and not a European subsidiary.
He took a leading role in the conference at Tranquebar in 1919 which began the
process of forging the major Christian denominations in South India (Anglicans,
Methodists and the existing united Church which had previously brought together
Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Lutherans and Reformed) into a united Church.
His death in 1945 just preceded two major developments for which he had long
waited – the foundation of the united Church of South India in1947, and India's
independence from Britain in the same year.
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