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St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping.
For a Baptism, Wedding, or any general enquiry, please
telephone the Parish Administrator Mrs Deborah Leslie who is
available Mondays 10.00-11.00am on 07745 759677. Beyond
that time please leave a message.
Alternatively email
administrator@stguthlacs.org.uk
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Mrs Susanne Denton
Hon Treasurer
Mrs Julie Bacon
Minute Secretary Mr Keith Fowler

341219
342737
07783 951736

Other Parish Representatives are listed on page 19 or thereabouts.

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 9.ooam Monday to

Saturday. The Evening Prayer is at 5.00pm Monday to Friday. All
are welcome. For details of our on-line services please refer to
our website or facebook page.
If previously arranged any Baptisms will take place at 12noon on
the first or third Sunday of the month.
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Thoughts from Reverend Annie.
Dear Friends,
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Immediately following Easter, I still have those amazing
words ringing in my ears – the true message of Christianity
– that Christ rose from the dead for us. The cross and
death itself could not contain him. And, of course, Jesus
gave us the promise of risen life with him if we love him
and keep his commandments. What greater love is there
than this?
Just before he died, Jesus gave us his so-called “new
commandment!” - that we should love one another as he
loved us (John 13.34). These words can be taken two ways that we love one another because he loved us; or that we
love one another in the same way that he loved us.
Personally, I think that Jesus was asking us to love one
another in the same way that he loved us, which is the
bigger ask.
Jesus was love personified. In one sense it would be
impossible for us to love others to the same degree that he
loved us, because Jesus’ divine love is far greater than any
human love. But I think that Jesus is asking exactly that of
us – that we love others in the same way he loved us.
We can only achieve what we aim for, and I think that in
that new commandment Jesus is asking us to at least aim
for perfection in the way we love others, even if we can
never achieve his level of divine love.
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It’s difficult not to be inspired by the words of Paul in his first
letter to the Corinthians, or at least reflect on them regarding
our love to others:
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing,
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Cor 13:4-7).
My prayer for all of us is that we may all aim to love more,
and love better.
With every blessing,

Reverend Annie.

Prayer for the month
Loving Lord, your Son came and showed the
ultimate gift of love, giving his own life as a
sacrifice for us. We pray that you overflow our
hearts with love so wide and so deep that it shows
in our words, actions, and attitude. Help us to love
others without hesitation and without boundaries.
Amen.
A Reminder, the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
is on Sunday 22nd after the Morning Service.
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Words and Pictures by Lyall Seale.

On Good Friday 31 members of congregations of the churches in
the Deepings met at St Guthlac’s Church to start the Walk of
Witness through the Deepings following the large wooden cross
borne by volunteers. At each station there was a reading,
prayers for relevant organisations, and a verse of a hymn was
sung. By the end numbers had increased to 36 as some left but
more joined along the way.
St Guthlac’s was Station 1, when Kate Brown addressed the
group with a description of our new Logo and Mission
Statement.
Station 2 was at Sense;
Station 3 at the Town Hall with prayers for the Council
and local businesses;
Station 4 The Fire Station with prayers for the
Emergency Services;
Station 5 at the Funeral Home;
Station 6 at the RC Church / DSJ Primary School
with prayers for schools;
Station 7 at the DSJ Youth Centre with prayers for
Youth Activities;
Station 8 at the Deepings Institute with prayers for United
Charities, The Men’s Group and The Food Bank;
Station 9 the Methodist Church, where we also joined in
before the end of their Service and were later refreshed with
Hot Cross Buns and tea / coffee.
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N. C. CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electrician
Over 30 years experience

*Fuse Board Changes
*Rewires
*Extensions
*Testing & Inspections
and more ……..
MOBILE: 07766 175319
OFFICE: 01778 341853
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Churchwardens’ Notes
We hope that you and your families remain well.
These Notes are being written following our 10 o’clock service on
Easter Sunday. It was fantastic to see so many people at the
service, the largest congregation that we have had since the
start of Covid restrictions two years ago. Everyone has adapted
to our new procedures introduced now that almost all the Covid
measures we have had in place during services have been
removed, thank you all for playing your part in keeping everyone
safe. We would till ask that you are considerate to those around
you when deciding whether to remove your mask. For those
people who prefer a little more distance between themselves and
others, the pews in the Lady Chapel are still socially distanced
(alternate pews unavailable).
We mentioned in last month’s Notes that one of the main items
on the Fabric Groups list is to coppice the yews at the south end
of the churchyard. We now have permission from the Diocese
and are waiting for the Council to confirm they are also happy
for the work to be carried out. It is likely to be the summer
before the coppicing can take place because we need to wait
until the nesting season is over.

The Faculty application to allow us to carry out the repairs to the
Nave Roof continues to progress through the process. The
Application is now being reviewed by the Diocesan Advisory
Committee. Once their review is completed they will advise
whether or not our Application should move on to the next stage.
We do not foresee that there will be any issues with the work we
want to carry out.
As ever, if you have any questions, please speak with either of
us.
Susanne Denton
Pete Hilton.
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Christian Aid
Week
15th - 21st May.

W

e are a global movement of people, churches, and local
organisations; we are the changemakers, the peacemakers,
the mighty of heart.
We believe in something radical: equality for all. And although
injustice divides us, hope unites us; bringing us together in faith,
inspiring us, and driving us to action. Because hope makes
peace possible, hope makes freedom unquestionable, hope
brings a better tomorrow for everyone. Just because life isn’t
fair now, doesn’t mean it can’t be and it starts with hope.

Eradicating poverty
Everyone is equal in the sight of God. For over 75 years, this
truth has inspired us to stand together in solidarity with our most
marginalised global neighbours, of all faiths and none. Poverty is
an outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity and
lets injustice thrive. We seek to eradicate extreme poverty by
tackling its root causes. Together with people living in poverty,
we amplify our voices to speak truth to power and create lasting
change.

Hope is in the eyes of Jessica in rural Zimbabwe.
As the golden sun fades across the sky, Jessica watches her
much-loved sons and daughters sing, dance, and play outside.
Can you imagine how it feels for her to know her children are
hungry, but that she has nothing left to give? Drought,
exacerbated by the effects of climate change, conflict, and the
global pandemic, robs Jessica of the power to provide for her
family. Her husband is unwell, so she's the only breadwinner.
Her children look up to her, but she has nothing left to give.
However, Jessica is anything but helpless. In the face of drought,
her love for her family gives her courage to stand strong - and
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we stand with Jessica. She will find a ray
of hope that she will over-come this tough
time and be able to provide her children
with good food, and a full life, free from
hunger.
Could you give today, and help this loving
mum provide food and hope for her family?

How your gift could help
Jessica could grow drought resistant crops, set up water taps on
her farm, learn how to grow food in the harsh climate. Her dry,
dusty land could transform into a garden of hope, abundant with
fresh food like tomatoes, beans, and cucumbers. She will be
proud of the fruits of her work, and she will see her children
enjoy their first full meal in months.
With your gift this Christian Aid Week, families like Jessica’s
won’t go to bed hungry. Hope does not disappoint. Hope lives
in you.

How to give this Christian Aid Week
House-to-House collections are no longer viable, but you can
give via the Church Facebook page (St Guthlac’s, Market
Deeping) where you will find an e-envelope; by bringing your
contactless card to a service and finding Dorothy with the
SumUp device; or give directly to Christian Aid – find them
through your search engine at Christian Aid Week 2022.
Alternatively, come along to our Christian Aid Lunch on Saturday
28th May in the Green School, 12noon – 1.30pm. A simple lunch
of home-made soup, fresh bread and cheese will be on offer, and
we ask you to be generous with your donations.
Dorothy Harriss.
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South Kesteven District
Councillor for

Market & West Deeping

ASHLEY
BAXTER
If you have a problem, a question or
a great idea regarding council
services please get in touch I will try to help.
01778 344070 07799077090
a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk
Promoted by Ashley Baxter
11, Kesteven Close
DSJ. PE6 8JW.
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– an evening out!

N

ineteen of our members had an enjoyable evening at Bourne
Eau Terrace in West Street, Bourne on Tuesday 29 March. It
was lovely to see so many of our members there.
The food was delicious as always – with a good choice of menu.
Thanks go to the brilliant chef, Brian. Waitresses for the evening
were Pam, Heather and Gwen – think a great job was done by all
three of them. A free raffle was held with some gifts donated to
the group by various members. A vote of thanks was made to
Pam and Brian for a lovely evening, hopefully it didn’t take them
too long to clear up after us!
This month we look forward to hearing a talk on the subject of
‘Search and Rescue with the help of Dogs’. So ladies, come
along on 24th May at 7.30pm
to the Green School and join
us for the talk to meet friends
old and new, plus the
opportunity to sign up for our
visit to Molecy Mill in June.
Meetings recommenced in

The Deepings
Flower Club

March on the Third
Tuesday of each month.
in Priory Church Hall,
Deeping St James.
7.00 for 7.30pm
Membership £30 pa, Visitors £6
Tea & Coffee
Raffle of Flower Arrangements
We look forward to welcoming
New Members.
Enquiries to

For any further information
about Ladies Guild and our
meetings please contact one
of the Committee:
Julie Bacon 342737,
Heather Dawson 346574,
Gwen Didlick 347883,
Jean Jones 344631,
Liz Parkinson 347020,
Kay Roberts 349021

Sue Lee 01778 560362
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Croydon Male Voice Choir will be performing a concert in St
Guthlac’s on Saturday 14th May at 7.30pm. This fine choir will be
performing a wide variety of music to suit all tastes. The male voice
repertoire is huge so expect something from the classics, the
shows, popular light music and even items sung in languages other
than English! Tickets £10 (£8 with concessions) are now available
from Peter Hilton in church on Sunday mornings, and are also
available from
Peter and June Davies (01778 347381
peter.davies@abcd.org.uk).
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Directed by Roger Pinsent and accompanied by David Terry, the
choir is on a mini tour of the Peterborough area and have wanted
to visit us since before the pandemic hit. Information on the choir’s
repertoire (though with no guarantee that the particular items
listed will be included in the concert) is given on the choir’s
repertoire page on their website:
https://www.croydonmalevoicechoir.co.uk/index.php/the-choirrepertoire. You’ll also find more information about this amazing
choir there too.
Tickets are limited so please don’t leave it until last minute and
miss out!
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Lent Course: Living in Love and Faith
An Account from Anne Guthrie.

K

ate and Nigel prepared our Lent study course from the
Church of England’s call to Live in Love and Faith. It was a
chance to explore how people’s attitudes to gender and sexuality
can be addressed through biblical study and in the light of
present day calls for acceptance of same sex relationships and
changing attitudes to gender within society and our church
communities. Big topics and a source of much debate and
friction that the leadership of the Church of England hope can be
discussed in a more measured way than earlier debate for
example about women priests.
Although the materials to be used had been introduced to the
PCC, and accepted as a topic for discussion, it was disappointing
that the Lent study group was very small. However for those of
us who attended it has been a very valuable learning experience
and helped us to explore our own feelings, share personal
experiences and feel that we have all been on a journey of
discovery. Each week we saw video clips of people who described
their attitude to faith , their experiences in their own church
communities and how they continue to feel the love of God.
There were marriages of same sex couples, a couple where the
husband transitioned to female, marriage of long standing ,
single people, celibate people ........a wide range of people who
might often have found living in faith troublesome depending on
the openness and understanding of their church communities.
Each week there were bible passages explored by various church
leaders and time for us to question and debate what we felt. The
idea was to also confront our own ignorance, prejudice, power,
hypocrisy, fear and silence in order to try and understand how
our own attitudes and our own wider church community might
come across to people outside St Guthlac’s.
It was interesting to learn that two of our group experienced
quite difficult discussions with people from other churches,
people who expressed their opinion that marriage was only
13

between a man and a woman and that sex was within the
confines of such a marriage. Maybe, rightly or wrongly, we felt
that our own community is more tolerant and would welcome
everyone . The discussions as to what God , Jesus and the bible
have to say about gender and sexuality were fascinating , we
decided that we probably need a crib sheet of texts to widen
discussion beyond ‘God created man and woman’.
From a very personal point of view, as I grow older I become
even more convinced that the core of our faith is that God loves
us, everyone of us. I hold to that faith and regard many of the
liturgical, hierarchy, vestments, attitudes as being of their time
and culture. We should try to live in peace and be open to the
needs and experiences of present day society , encourage all to
find solace in the love of God.
To conclude, there is a large book called ‘Living in Love and
Faith’ written to support both the course and to encourage
deeper thinking. And for those who are encouraged to
investigate further and try the course for themselves, Bishop
Nicholas will be leading a zoom course later this summer.
To register, please email jackie.johnson@lincolnanglican.org
Dates : Mondays 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th June and 4th July 7.15 –
9.15pm.

The Magazine.
Thank you for all of your contributions, it really is gratifying
receive sufficient to fill twenty-four pages. Please send articles
for the June issue to gordonftyler@btinternet.com ideally not
later than Wednesday 11 May.
If you would like me to collect hand-written articles or
photographs for publication please telephone, my number is in
the Parish Directory. They will be returned promptly.
© St Guthlac’s PCC.

Reg Charity number 1133754.
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A

t our March meeting we heard Susan Macey
from Bourne talk about her prison visiting
work. This is one of the areas of outreach that
the Mothers’ Union supports and years ago
members from our own branch used to go to
Stocken Prison to help look after prisoners’
children, giving their parents time to talk to one
another. Susan has visited individual prisoners and has also
worked in the field of mission, introducing prisoners to the
Christian faith. Her own strong faith underpins all that she does
and she was a most inspirational speaker.
Also in March it was good to see friends from Bourne and Ness
branches join us for our Lady Day Service on the 25th. The
banners were processed to the altar and back without incident
and our thanks go to Rev Annie for leading the service and
preaching. There will be more about April’s meeting, which has
yet to take place, next month but in the meantime we have
things to look forward to.
In May we welcome Rev Carolyn Bailey who is the rector of the
Ness Group of parishes. Carolyn took over as the Chaplin of
Lincoln Diocese Mothers’ Union at the beginning of the year and
since she is so local to us it seemed too good an opportunity to
miss to invite her to come and speak to us. Do join us if you are
able on Wednesday May 18th at 6:30 to hear what she has to
tell us about her faith journey.
During the summer months we pause our regular monthly
meetings but we are looking forward to holding our annual Tea
Party on the afternoon of Tuesday June 21st and are hoping to
arrange an outing during July. If you know of anyone who might
appreciate an invitation to our tea party please let me know; I’d
rather be told a dozen times than miss someone because
everybody thinks I will already know about them.
Kate Brown kabstg@btinternet.com 01778 343981
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Jazz Breakfast
Have you been to a Jazz Breakfast before? If not (and assuming
there are still tickets available by the time the magazine is
published) why not give it a go. What better way to start the
weekend than to let someone else put breakfast in front of you
while you relax and listen to live music performed by the
Deeping Dixielanders and their singer Helen. There will be a
range of jazz and blues songs, vocal and instrumental, some of
which will be familiar to many of you and some which may be
new to you so there will be something for everyone.
The ticket price of £10 for adults and £2.50 for children includes
a continental breakfast, endless coffee refills and of course the
live music. Join us in the Green School on Saturday May 7th
from 10:00 to 12:00. Tickets available from Kate Brown
kabstg@btinternet.com 01778 343981.
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Flowers.
From Anne Guthrie.

Thank you for all the donations towards decorating the church
with wonderful lilies for Easter weekend. There were a fantastic
group of ladies who came together on Saturday morning to
create the displays , I am so thankful for their generous time
and effort. We have some very talented people in our church
community who are always willing to help and share .
There was also the garden of Gethsemane, that transforms
from the scene of the crucifixion into the tomb and the risen
Jesus, to observe during Holy Week and the memorial board of
names.
As I unpacked the flowers I was reminded of how far some of
them travelled. The lilies came from The Netherlands and the
gypsophilia from Ecuador. Maybe we should think again next
Easter as to how we can make more use of seasonal British
flowers. Any comments would be most welcome.
During May we look forward to several weddings, some of which
make use of our church flowers, some bring in outside florists.
Looking forward to the first weekend of June , we anticipate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Debbie Harbour is responsible for
flowers over that weekend ......no pressure Debbie.......she is
artistic and we are sure she will find suitably royalist colours.
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Parish Directory
Secretary of Bell Ringers
Eco Church Coordinator
Guthlac’s Young Explorers
Safeguarding Officer
Friends of St Guthlac
Stewardship Coordinator
Convener of Sidespeople
Coordinator of Servers
Lesson Reading Rota
Flower Arranging Rota
Church Cleaning Rota
Newsletter

Mrs Susan Muspratt
343498
Miss Georgina Gray
380636
Mrs Susanne Denton 341219
Mrs Anne Guthrie
346134
Rev’d George Holding
Mrs Carol Cooper
346140
Mr Keith Warren
701717
Mr Graeme Bacon
342737
Mrs Kate Brown
343981
Mrs Anne Guthrie
346134
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Mrs Dorothy Harriss
218743
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Mothers’ Union
Mrs Kate Brown
343981
Ladies Guild
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Floodlight Booking
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Website
Miss Lorna Mellowes melloweslorna@gmail.com
Magazine Production
Mr Gordon Tyler
349338
gordonftyler@btinternet.com
Distribution
Mrs Dorothy Harriss
218743
Advertising
Mr Roger Clarke 07902 928782
Green School Caretaker Mrs Chris Gaughan 07964 175924

Cleaning Teams.
Week beginning
2nd May
9th May
16th May
23rd May
30th May
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Chris and Keith Warren
Carol Harrold, Carol Cooper
Susan Muspratt, Dorothy Harriss
The Stokoe family
Chris and Keith Warren
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Gordon Tyler
Joan Hayre, Kate
Brown
Keviin Dawson

Gordon Tyler

Henry & Kay Roberts, Chris
Warren, Lyall Seale
Kevin Dawson

8.00am

10.00am

8.00am

Linda Bates
Lyall Seale

Linda Bates

Geoff Chambers, Carol Cooper,
Lorna Mellowes, Peter Hilton

8.00am

10.00am

A Gray, C Gaughan, J
Bowell

Dorothy Harriss

29 May

N Bacon, G Edwards, C
Gaughan

Daniel & Chloe
Fowler, June Bird

Gwen Wass, Janis Hewitt, Keith
Warren

10.00am

7.30pm

G Bacon, D Fowler, J
Johnson

Jean Jones

Jean Jones

C Gaughan, J Johnson, D
Fowler

A Gray, L Ward, J Bowell

N Bacon, J Bowell, C
Gaughan

servers

8.00 am

26 May

22 May

15 May
Keith Fowler

Debbie Harbour

Joy Elliman, Roger Clarke, Di
Wheatley

10.00am

10.00am

Anne Guthrie

Anne Guthrie

8.00am

1 May

8 May

reader(s)

sidespeople

time

date

May Calendar of Services & Activities, Year C.
Sun 1st

Third Sunday of Easter
7:00 am Sunrise Service at Deeping Lakes
8.00am Morning Prayer
9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
Acts 9: 1 – 6; John 21: 1 – 19
Mon 2nd
10.00am Prayer Group in St Guthlac’s
Wed 4th
10.30am Said Holy Communion
Thur 5th
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice
Fri 6th
6.30pm Choir Practice
Sat 7th
10.00am The Jazz Breakfast
Revisions to the Parish Electoral Roll by today please
Sun 8th

Wed 11th
Thur 12th
Fri 13th
Sat 14th

Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00am Said Holy Communion
9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
10.00
Parish Holy Communion
Acts 9.36 - end; John 10.22 - 30
6.30pm Evensong
Isaiah 63.7 - 14; Luke 24.36 - 49
10.30am Said Holy Communion
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice
6.30pm Choir Practice
10.30am Coffee Morning
7.30pm Croydon Male Voice Choir, St Guthlac’s

Christian Aid Week
Sun 15th

Wed 18th

Thur 19th
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.00am Morning Prayer
9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
Acts 11.1 - 18; John 13.31 - 35
10.30am Said Holy Communion
2.30pm Rose Lodge
6.30pm Mothers’ Union
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice

Sat 21st
Sun 22nd

Tues 24th
Wed 25th
Thur 26th

Fri 27th
Sat 28th
May 29th

12noon Wedding
Sixth Sunday of Easter
8.00am Said Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Holy Communion
Acts 16.9 - 15; John 5.1 - 9
11.30am Annual Parochial Church Meeting
6.30pm Evensong
Zephaniah 3.14 - end; Matthew 28.1 10; 16 - end
7.30pm Ladies Guild in The Green School
10.30am Said Holy Communion
Ascension Day
7.30pm Holy Communion
Acts 1.1 - 11; Luke 24.44 - end
6.30pm Choir Practice
12noon Christian Aid Lunch, the Green School
Seventh Sunday of Easter
8.00am Said Holy Communion
No Young Explorers today
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
Acts 16.16 - 34; John 17.20 - end
Baptism of Melinda Holding
11.30am Plant Sale, Green School forecourt

Looking Forward, from Peter Davies,
Saturday 4th June, joining in with two other choirs (directed by
Jeremy Jepson, Chris Brown and me) celebrating the Jubilee at
the Priory church in DSJ for an afternoon rehearsal, tea and
evening concert. The music will be: Stanford in B flat Te Deum; I
was glad - Parry ; The Bell Anthem - Purcell (ATB trio); I pray for
the peace – Blow; Voluntary on the Old 100th - Blow ; National
Anthem (all verses); Jerusalem; I vow to thee my country;
Pompous organ music (that’s what it says anyway)!
Sunday 12th June, Music Sunday. Plans are afoot for a special
service / concert that afternoon at St Guthlac’s (time to be advised) during which we as a choir can sing our favourite anthems, members of the congregation can choose favourite hymns
and have some organ music as well as other contributions.
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Images of Easter 2022;
Top and bottom, Stations of the Good
Friday Walk - taken by Lyall Seale.
Centre, Easter Sunday from Jill Gibb.

