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Guess Who’s Coming
To Deeping.



1

The Rector, Rev’d Georgina Holding
is at present on maternity leave.

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday to
Saturday. The Evening Prayer is at 5.00pm Monday to Friday. All
are welcome. For details of our on-line services please refer to
our website or facebook page.

If previously arranged any Baptisms will take place at 12noon on the
first or third Sunday of the month.

For a Baptism, Wedding, or any general enquiry, please
telephone the Parish Administrator Mrs Deborah Leslie who is
available Mondays 10.00-11.00am on 07745 759677. Beyond
that time please leave a message.
Alternatively email  administrator@stguthlacs.org.uk

Churchwardens   Mr Peter Hilton       342185
            Mrs Susanne Denton    341219

Readers      Mr Nigel Bacon       342737
           Mrs Kate Brown      343981
Reader Emeritus      Mr Jim Pringle      346431

Director of Music  Mr Peter Davies      347381

PCC   Vice Chair   Mrs Susanne Denton     341219
Hon Treasurer    Mrs Julie Bacon      342737
Minute Secretary Mr Keith Fowler      07783 951736

Other Parish Representatives are listed on page 19 .

www.stguthlacs.org.uk
St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping.

Rev’d Annie Billson
01406 389 029

priest@stguthlacs.org.uk

Interim Priest
in Charge
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Thoughts from Reverend Annie.

Dear Friends,

I suspect that the total extent of many people’s knowledge of
the Easter story may simply be that they know that on Good

Friday we remember Jesus’ crucifixion, and on Easter Day we
remember His rising from the dead. But I wonder how many
people understand that until Easter Day we are still in the
Church’s season of Lent, or understand what that season
involves for Christians.

Because, for practising Christians, the joy and celebration of
Easter Day is heightened further by virtue of the fact that it
comes at the end of Lent - the forty-day period when we
remember Jesus’ fasting in the wilderness and His temptation by
the devil. During those forty days we commit to our own
personal disciplines of fasting, penitence, prayer, study of God’s
word, good works, and generous giving, in whatever way and
whatever proportions we can manage.

Following on from Lent and Good Friday, Easter Day is the
Christian’s big day of celebration – the day when we remember
Jesus’ glorious resurrection – His rising from the dead. It’s also a
day when children (and perhaps some adults too!), eagerly
anticipate receiving chocolate in the form of Easter eggs (or
maybe chocolate in some other shape!).

Eggs, of course, are traditional at Easter because they represent
the hope and anticipation of new life. And new life and hope is
what Jesus gave us by his resurrection. In His rising from the
dead, He not only defeated death once and for all, but brought
us hope in His promise of eternal life to those who love Him and
follow in His ways. This is the inspiration for us to follow Jesus’
teaching, because we know that, at the end of our lives, when
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we meet Him face-to-face, the wonder of eternal life with Jesus
and His Father will far outweigh anything we have ever known
here on earth. This is borne out by what is arguably the most
important verse in the Bible: “For God so loved the world that He
gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may
not perish but may have eternal life”. (John 3:16, NRSV).

Whether or not you are practising Christians and have managed
to maintain your forty days of self-discipline and self-sacrifice for
Lent this year, I pray that you will all have a peaceful, joyous
and blessed Easter.

 With my blessings,
 Reverend Annie.

Prayer for the month

We praise and bless you, our risen Lord Jesus,
King of glory. For in your birth you were
proclaimed the Prince of Peace, and in your
resurrection you breathe into your people peace
beyond this world’s understanding. Be present,
Lord, this day with those whose lives are disfigured
by conflict, and those whose hearts know no peace.
To you, Lord Jesus, true bringer of the peace of
heaven, be honour and glory, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The Reredos of St Guthlac’s Church.

On entering the church, as you look towards the chancel, your
eye is instantly drawn to the beautiful reredos behind the altar.
On closer inspection the marvel of its construction becomes
apparent, and you realise that it is entirely made up of glass
mosaic pieces. The scene depicts a pair of kneeling angels in
adoration of the cross. The angels’ faces are clearly in the pre-
Raphaelite artistic style but exactly when it was created is
unclear as there is no dedication or maker’s mark.

I have taken numerous photos of the reredos in recent years in
order to make cards, which are sold to raise money for the fabric
of the church. I am constantly amazed by the way the light plays
on the mosaic and subject to the time of day, alters its
appearance.

If you look in the baptistry at the back of the church, there is an
old architectural drawing showing the interior of the church when
it was extensively remodelled in 1878, and the only back drop to
the altar at that time, appears to be a curtain.

I decided it would be interesting to try to unravel its history with
the assistance of Alison Lord from Deepings Heritage who found
the following article in the Stamford Mercury dated April 1882

“At St. Guthlac’s church, Market Deeping, on Easter Day, the
new reredos was unveiled. It consists of three panels of
painted glass in the manner of fresco. In the centre is a
mounted cross, gold on a terra cotta coloured background;
and the side panels each contain an angel in the attitude of
adoration. The upper side is canopied with a string-course of
Ketton stone, and the lower side rests on a handsome ledge of
black marble corresponding with the marble altar step below.
The subjoined statement was placed in the church porch: -
“Easter-day, A.D. 1882. – Today the Rector dedicates a
reredos to the honour and glory of God, and presents the
same to his fellow worshippers in the parish church of Market
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Deeping as his offering towards the adornment of their ancient
and well restored House of Prayer.” – At the Easter vestry on
Tuesday Mr Thorpe, on behalf of the parishioners, thanked the
Rector for the handsome addition he had made towards
beautifying the church. The Rector, in reply, said he was only
following the good example of others who had helped to
restore the church and to enrich it by coloured windows and
other gifts, and if what he had done was appreciated by the
parishioners it added a hundred-fold to his pleasure and
satisfaction. “

The man we must thank for this beautiful gift was Dean William
Howard, Rector of St Guthlac’s 1880 – 1910.

My further research identified that the reredos was made by
Powell’s of Whitefriars who were renowned for the manufacture
of glass and stained-glass windows at this time. When you watch
the many antique programmes on TV you often see bright
coloured ‘Whitefriars’ glass vases from the 1960’s, I believe they
are made by the same company.

Further investigation identified research done by Dr Dennis
Hadley who undertook the mammoth task of transcribing and
computerising the order books for Powell’s of Whitefriars on
behalf of the Tiles & Architectural Ceramics Society and The
Victoria & Albert museum and that body of work led me to  the
following entry:

“Item: 149-page 212 Dec 1881 St Guthlac Market Deeping
Reredos with angels (J.W.Brown) £34.00”

J.W. Brown was in fact John William Brown who trained with
Morris & Co (William Morris being the founding father of the
Aesthetic movement and the Arts & Crafts movement and friend
to the pre-Raphaelite painters of the day. Brown then went on to
become the lead designer and painter for James Powell & Sons.

Mystery solved, another piece of the ever-changing history of St
Guthlac’s has dropped into place and this Easter we are able to
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celebrate the 140th anniversary of this wonderful addition to our
church.

Greg Ford.

Greg’s photo of the reredos is featured on the front cover, on the
back cover are his stained-glass window images to
commemorate St Guthlacs Day which is on 11th April.

The Lakeside Service.
After a gap of two years the Churches Together Lakeside
Service will resume on Sunday May 1st at 7:00 am (That’s
right 7 in the morning!)

The Gospel reading set for that day is the last resurrection
appearance that St John records when the disciples saw Jesus
on the shore of Lake Tiberias and shared breakfast with him.
We commemorate this with a short service at Deeping Lakes
followed by a “bring and share” breakfast.

We will meet at the carpark at 6:45 am and make our way to
the bench overlooking the lake (just follow the path round
until you find us) Past experience suggest it is a good idea to
wrap up warm: with coats, scarves, gloves, hats etc and to
bring your own folding chair and of course a flask of
something hot to drink and breakfast.

We make time within the service to simply experience the
serenity and the beauty of God’s created world and if we are
really lucky the swans will put on a display for us. Even if they
don’t it is well worth the effort to set the alarm and make a
rather earlier start than usual to a Sunday morning.
Hope to see some of you there.

From Kate Brown, who also provided a couple of lake views
which are on the back cover.
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Songs of Praise.
From Judy Stevens

Who hasn’t joined in enthusiastically when their favourite hymn
is ringing out of the TV set as part of BBC TV’s Songs of Praise?
Well on Friday 29th April the real experience is
going to be staged at a Church near you -
namely the Priory Church! Pam Rhodes who has
presented the programme since the 1980’s will
introduce a series of her favourite hymns sung
by the choir and interspersed with humorous
tales about them. Pam will also talk about her
popular novels which include ‘The Dunbridge
Chronicles and the new trilogy ‘Hope Hall’.

The afternoon event which starts at 4.30 pm will
be introduced by our own Jo Astle and there will be a glass of
cordial and a homemade shortbread biscuit. Tickets at £10.50
can be purchased on www.stamfordartscentre.com

The Literary Festival kicks off with a  free Read Dating
event at the Deepings Library on Thursday 28th April between
10 and 12.00 pm when you can spend a few minutes with a
selection of local authors to discover more about their books and
motivation - it might even inspire you to put pen to paper!

With Jackie Weaver of Handforth Parish Council
fame appearing at the Marquee at the Granary at
Molecey Mill at 2.30pm on Saturday 30th and
author, Kit de Waal,  of  the sensitively crafted
book ‘My Name is Leon’ currently being filmed
with Lenny Henry, also at the Granary at 11.00
am on Saturday, there promises to be an author
for all tastes!

Assistance with purchasing tickets online is available at the
Deepings Library Mon, Weds and Friday 10.00am - 3.00pm
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The Deepings
Flower Club

Meetings recommenced in
March on the Third Tuesday

of each month.
in Priory Church Hall,
Deeping St James.
7.00 for 7.30pm

Membership £30 pa, Visitors £6
Tea & Coffee

Raffle of Flower Arrangements
We look forward to welcoming

New Members.

Enquiries to
Sue Lee 01778 560362
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As I write this the Mothers’ Union are partway through our
hectic March schedule with the regular monthly meeting,

Lady Day and Mothering Sunday still to come although we
did have a successful World Day of Prayer service at St
Guthlac’s at the beginning of the month which many
Mothers’ Union members attended.

In February Hannah Gosling treated us to an interesting talk
about Qigong going into the history as well as the principles
of traditional Chinese medicine which underpin this form of
meditation and exercises. There are a number of different
qigong systems and Hannah practises health qiqong which
aims to restore balance to those parts of the body which are
out of whack. To those of us used to western medicine and
ways of healing this alternative approach may sound strange
but Hannah made a compelling case for it based on her own
experience and subsequent training in the art. After showing
a series of slides and talking us through the theory she led
us through some gentle exercises which left us all feeling
both relaxed and energised.

Our April meeting falls in Easter week so we will have a quiet
reflective time with music, readings and prayers focusing on
the joys of the resurrection. After the darkness of the winter
months and the difficulties of the last couple of years it will
be good to look head to better times with warm sunny
weather to speed us on our way.

Kate Brown kabstg@btinternet.com  01778 343981
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Christian Aid Coffee Morning.
One of our annual fundraising events for Christian Aid, this will
take place on April 9th in the Green School from
10.30am. Please come along to enjoy a very sociable
occasion, with delicious refreshments, cakes, books, jigsaws, and
plants for sale and the chance to win a prize in the raffle.

Why should we support Christian Aid?
The charity was set up at the end of World War 2 to help the
hundreds of thousands of refugees and displaced people when
the conflict finally stopped.  The word Christian in the title not
because of discrimination against other faiths but because the
churches came together to provide help to everyone who needed
it, of all faiths and none, in a desperate situation.  Today, the
organisation works through partners from the areas of need who
are already working to improve their own situation.

Help Jessica turn hunger into hope.

In rural Zimbabwe, seven out of ten women
rely on farming to earn a living and provide for
their families. But with no rain, women and
men can’t grow enough food, and they
struggle to provide for their children. In times
of drought, many families can only afford to
eat one bowl of porridge a day.
Mums often skip meals to share what little
food they have with their children.

One of these mums is Jessica Mwedzi. Drought makes every day
a struggle for survival. Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal.
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Hungry to earn a decent living. Hungry to provide a more
hopeful future for her family.  As the climate crisis rages on,
vulnerable communities in Zimbabwe, like Jessica’s, face the
threat of more intense droughts, flooding, and storms. ‘Women
are at the mercy of climate change and hunger,’ she says.

Together, we can restore justice to our world.
But we need to act now.

At our Coffee Morning, the money we
raise could buy drought-resistant
seeds like sorghum or millet to help
farmers like Jessica to grow food; it
could buy water taps for a community
garden; it could train women farmers
to adapt and grow food in the changing
climate; it could help a family build a
storeroom and provide seeds and fertilisers

Let’s stand in solidarity with mums like Jessica and help
empower them to provide food – and hope – for their families.
Please do join us – you will be made very welcome!

From Dorothy Harriss.

The Magazine.
Please send articles for the May issue to

gordonftyler@btinternet.com
not later than Wednesday 20 April.

If you would like me to collect hand-written articles or
photographs for publication please telephone, my number is in
the Parish Directory. They will be returned promptly.
Reports for the AGM can also be included if you wish.

© St Guthlac’s PCC.     Reg Charity number 1133754.
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Flower Deco
Local Professional Florist with

30 years’ experience.

Specialising in Wedding and
Funeral floristry. Most of my

work and reviews are on
Facebook (flowerdeco).

Feel free to call / email for a
friendly quote on any design,

large or small.

Ann-Marie  - Deeping Gate
07908 196200

am@flowerdeco.co.uk

South Kesteven District
Councillor for

Market & West Deeping

ASHLEY
BAXTER

If you have a problem, a question or
a great idea regarding council
services please get in touch -

I will try to help.

01778 344070     07799077090
a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk

Promoted by Ashley Baxter
11, Kesteven Close

DSJ.   PE6 8JW.
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Flowers.
from Anne Guthrie

April and the end of Lent , the glory and celebration of Easter.
If you have not donated in memory of loved ones or just to assist in
providing the beautiful flowers for Easter, please consider a gift. Lilies
are a very traditional part of Easter and you can contribute £5- per
stem or a sum of your own choosing, small brown envelopes are available
for donations, addressed to myself or Julie Bacon (treasurer) , and
may be placed in the wall safe or on the collection plate. Please include
your name and the names of people who you would like listed in memory.
The names of all those to be remembered will be displayed above the
memorial book. There will also be a twig tree for prayers near the
prayer station .

Please let me know if you are able
to assist with the decorating of
church – Saturday 16th April from
9.30am. Some people or families
may like to make an Easter flower
arrangement at home and bring it
in for display.

For the past couple of years we
have stood the empty prayer cross outside church during Holy Week,
as witness to Jesus suffering. Easter Sunday it blooms with flowers to
celebrate his resurrection.

Following Easter, the end of April sees the wedding blessing of Iris and
Peter Newsome’s granddaughter . A very special day as she comes back
from Canada to receive a blessing in the same church where her
parents and grandparents were married. If you know people who are
getting married at St Guthlacs please encourage them to get in touch
about us providing wedding flowers.
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N. C. CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electrician
Over 30 years experience

*Fuse Board Changes
*Rewires
*Extensions
*Testing & Inspections

and more ……..

MOBILE: 07766 175319
OFFICE:   01778 341853
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A Book Recommendation
From Anne Guthrie.

I came across this book post
Christmas and the words on the
cover ‘the power of rest and
retreat in difficult times’ struck a
chord. For many years I have
grumbled about winter and the
dark, dreary months , finding it
hard to see ahead to spring,
claiming that I was meant to live in
the spring of southern Europe with
warmth and colour. However this
past winter after the death of my

mother , post pandemic struggles and political strife I
seemed to hit rock bottom.

This book’s title appealed to me as maybe a way to explore
accepting the dark times. It is an interesting journey by the
author through not just the aspect of winter as a season
but as winter of the soul , her conclusions that we need to
care and nurture ourselves just as nature conserves her
energies for bursting out in spring have been inspiring and
given me a different perspective on winter. Several friends
will be receiving this book in the future!
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Churchwardens’ Notes

We hope that you and your families remain well.

We are pleased that we have now been able to remove almost all
the Covid measures we have had in place during services. There
is now no need for people to wear masks when moving around
our church and when singing. We would, of course, ask that you
are considerate to those around you when deciding whether to
remove your mask. For those people who prefer, the pews in the
Lady Chapel are still socially distanced (alternate pews
unavailable) for people who feel more comfortable with a little
more distance between them and others.

Now that Spring is approaching, thoughts are turning to the
churchyard and the work that we would like to carry out this
year. The main item on the Fabric Groups list is to coppice the
yews at the south end of the churchyard. Since this was last
done the yews have grown considerably and are becoming
unmanageable. The intention is to reduce the yews to a similar
size as those along the path to the porch. This work requires
permission from both the Diocese and, as the churchyard is in a
conservation area, from South Kesteven District Council. The
process for obtaining this permission is underway.

We are still awaiting quotations for the work to replace the
lighting units with more efficient L.E.D. units. We. will keep you
all informed of progress.

The Faculty application to allow us to carry out the repairs to the
Nave Roof has been submitted and is working its way through
the process. As we mentioned in our last notes this process can
take some time and by submitting the application now, we will
be able to carry out the work at a time to suit us.

Finally, to assist with the live streaming of our services we are
looking to have a 4G antenna installed. This will provide a more
reliable signal than the current setup. We are investigating
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possible solutions at the moment and will keep you informed as
things progress.

As ever, if you have any questions, please speak with either of
us.

Susanne Denton       Pete Hilton.

This announcement by the Churchwardens that
there is now no need for masks to be worn in church
is very good news, but consider this, had the
troubled painter Vincent Van Gogh lived in these
modern times how would he have coped?
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Parish Directory
Secretary of Bell Ringers  Mrs Susan Muspratt    343498
Eco Church Coordinator  Miss Georgina Gray    380636
Guthlac’s Young Explorers Mrs Susanne Denton    341219
Safeguarding Officer Mrs Anne Guthrie     346134

Friends of St Guthlac   Rev’d George Holding
Stewardship Coordinator Mrs Carol Cooper     346140
Convener of Sidespeople Mr Keith Warren     701717
Coordinator of Servers  Mr Graeme Bacon    342737
Lesson Reading Rota   Mrs Kate Brown     343981
Flower Arranging Rota  Mrs Anne Guthrie     346134
Church Cleaning Rota  Mrs Kay Roberts      349021

Newsletter      Mrs Dorothy Harriss   218743
            Mrs Kay Roberts     349021

Mothers’ Union    Mrs Kate Brown     343981
Ladies Guild     Mrs Kay Roberts    349021

Floodlight Booking   Mrs Kay Roberts     349021
Website  Miss Lorna Mellowes   melloweslorna@gmail.com
Magazine Production  Mr Gordon Tyler      349338

gordonftyler@btinternet.com
     Distribution  Mrs Dorothy Harriss   218743
     Advertising  Mr Roger Clarke    07902 928782
Green School Caretaker Mrs Chris Gaughan  07964 175924

Cleaning Teams.
Week beginning

4th April  Chris and Keith Warren
11th April Carol Harrold, Carol Cooper
18th April Susan Muspratt, Dorothy Harriss
25th April The Stokoe family
2nd May  Chris and Keith Warren
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April Calendar of Services & Activities, Year C.

Fri 1st   6.30pm  Choir Practice
Sat 2nd   12noon  Lent Lunch at The Roman Catholic Ch.

Sun 3rd     Fifth Sunday of Lent
     8.00am  Morning Prayer
     9.45am  Young Explorers in the Green School
     10.00am Parish Holy Communion
         Philippians 3.4b-14; John 12.1-8
     12noon  Baptism
     5.00pm  Lent Course and Compline in Church
Mon 4th  10.00am Prayer Group in St Guthlac’s
Wed 6th  10.30am Morning Prayer
Thur 7th  7.30pm  Bell-ringing Practice
Fri 8th   6.30pm  Choir Practice
Sat 9th   10.30am Coffee in the Green School (Christian Aid)

Sun 10th    Palm Sunday
     8.00am  Said Holy Communion
     9.45am  Litany of the Palms and
          Procession from the Market Place
     10.00am Young Explorers in the Green School
         Parish Holy Communion
         Philippians 2.5-11; Luke 23.1-49
     5.00pm  Lent Course & Compline in the Green
Sch.
Mon 11th St Guthlac’s Day

7.30pm  Gospel of the Day and Compline
Tues 12th  7.30pm  Gospel of the Day and Compline
Wed 13th  10.30am Said Holy Communion
     7.30pm  Gospel of the Day and Compline

Thur 14th Maundy Thursday
     7.30pm  Holy Communion and
          Watch until midnight
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Fri 15th Good Friday
     9.45am  Churches Together Walk of Witness
     11.00am The Walk ends at the Methodist Church
     1.30pm - 3.00pm Children’s Craft in the Green Sch.
     2.00pm  Good Friday Service
     3.00pm  Hot Cross Buns in the Green School

Sun 17th  Easter Day
8.00am   Said Holy Communion

     10.00am All Age Holy Communion
         Acts 10.34-43; John 20.1-18
Wed 20th  10.30am  Said Holy Communion
     2.30pm  Rose Lodge
     6.30pm  Mothers’ Union
Thur 21st  7.30pm  Bell-ringing Practice
Sat 23rd  12noon  Soup & Social

Sun 24th Second Sunday of Easter
     8.00am    Said Holy Communion
     10.00am Parish Holy Communion
         Acts 5.27-32;John 20.19-end
     6.30pm  Evensong  Isaiah 52.7-10; Mark 1.1-15
Tues 26th  7.30pm  Ladies Guild
Wed 27th  10.30am  Morning Prayer
Thur 28th  7.30pm  Bell-ringing Practice
Fri 29th  6.30pm Choir Practice

May 1st Third Sunday of Easter
     7.00am Sunrise Service at Deeping Lakes
     8.00am Morning Prayer
     9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
     10.00am Parish Holy Communion

Looking forward,
    7 May   Jazz Breakfast
    22 May  Annual Parochial Church Meeting
    29 May  Plant Sale (after the 10.00am Service



From top left; Guthlac leaves the
army, he is conveyed to Croiland by
boat, he builds a chapel; see Greg
Ford’s article on page 4.

Below, two delightful photographs
taken at the Deeping Lakes by Kate
Brown, see page 7.


