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growing in faith,
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- 2nd arch until 14th April.
M
Preceded by Shrove Tuesday, also known as Pancake Day, when
some communities organize traditional friendly good-humoured
Pancake Races.
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St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping.
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Minute Secretary Mr Keith Fowler

341219
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07783 951736

Other Parish Representatives are listed inside the back cover.

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 8.30am Monday to

Saturday. The Evening Prayer is at 5.00pm Monday to Friday. All
are welcome. For details of our on-line services please refer to
our website or facebook page.
If previously arranged any Baptisms will take place at 12noon on the
first or third Sunday of the month.
1

Thoughts from Reverend Annie.
Dear Friends,

A

s I write this it’s approaching 14th February – Valentine’s
Day – and love is all around us, so to speak. We can’t fail to
notice racks of Valentine’s cards and gifts in the shops and on
line. On thinking about this, I was reminded of the song “Love is
all around” which was popular when I was much younger. Some
of you may also remember it. Some of the last words of that
song are “So, if you really love me, come on and let it show”
and, if we think about it, that’s exactly what Jesus asks of us - to
let our love for him, and others, show, as we demonstrate that
love outwardly.
We can’t love without action. Words alone just aren’t enough.
The way to show someone we love them is by doing something
and demonstrating our love in a very outward way, which will
often involve self-sacrifice. If we love someone truly and
unconditionally we will inevitably be called to make sacrifices for
them.
God’s ultimate example of loving self-sacrifice was in giving his
only Son for us, knowing that the world would reject him and
ultimately crucify him. God did this purely out of love for us. If
we truly love God in return, then that love which we have for
him will inevitably call us to make sacrifices for him in our own
lives. We’re all very individual people, wonderfully and amazingly
different, and our personal sacrifices will vary vastly from one
person to another. God understands that. He loves us all, knows
us all, and calls us all in very different ways.
St Paul wrote in his first letter to the Corinthians Chapter 13 vv
4-7: “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful
or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
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rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things”.
Paul didn’t write those words out of sentimental idealism. For
Paul it was practical, real and true. Above everything that life
had thrown at him - trials and tribulations, illness, imprisonment,
shipwreck (and his previous life as a persecutor) - he found deep
love when he encountered Jesus.
I pray that we will all be able to experience that same kind of
loving relationship which Paul found in Jesus, and that we will all
know and understand – and willingly make - the sacrifices that
we are called to make in the name of love, both for God and for
others.
Every blessing,
Reverend Annie.

Living in Love and Faith
Living in Love and Faith is the name given to the process by
which the Church of England is exploring issues of gender,
sexuality and relationships. This project has been initiated by the
bishops who have a responsibility for upholding and teaching the
Christian faith and they have been assisted by a large and
diverse group of clergy and lay people from different Christian
traditions and outlooks, many of whom have personal experience
of the issues under discussion. Many varied resources have been
produced; far too many to properly engage with in the course of
six weekly sessions during Lent. The hope of the Church of
England is for people to use the resources to study and pray
together, to listen to one another and to God so that the Church
may be enabled to discern a way forward in relation to matters
of Identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage.
The course we will follow is video based but at various points
the video will be paused to allow discussions to take place so
there are opportunities for active participation. Each session of
the course will follow roughly the same pattern with an opening
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prayer, a couple of video clips of Christians talking about their
loving relationships and their experience of LGBT issues,
opportunities for discussion, a Bible Study and a final prayer.
Each session will end with the short service of Compline. The
first session which is an introductory one and the final one
which is a summing up one will be slightly different but will
contain the same basic elements.
Each session is self-contained and it will not matter if you miss
one but you will get most out of the course by trying to attend
all the sessions. Nobody will be expected to share anything
they are uncomfortable about and nobody should feel obliged
to speak in the discussions; listening attentively is just as
valuable a contribution as making observations or asking
questions. Please bring a Bible with you and a willingness to
listen respectfully to others in love and faith.
The sessions will take place at 5pm in the Green School with
refreshments served beforehand. The sessions will last about
an hour and the service of Compline which follows takes 15 to
20 minutes; we aim to take no longer than an hour and a half
in total.
Rev Annie Billson, Kate Brown, Nigel Bacon

Prayer for the month
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love
you such good things as pass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you that we,
loving you in all things and above all things, may
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can
desire; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
Amen.
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The Deepings
Flower Club
Meetings will recommence
in March on the Third
Tuesday of each Month.
in Priory Church Hall,
Deeping St James.
7.00 for 7.30pm
Membership £30 pa, Visitors £6
Tea & Coffee
Raffle of Flower Arrangements
We look forward to welcoming
New Members.
Enquiries to

Sue Lee 01778 560362
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Church Flowers
From Anne Guthrie.
We hope that you have enjoyed the first signs of spring with
the vase of snowdrops and the troughs of spring bulbs, plus our
pedestal incorporating pussy willow stems and the fresh colours
of spring. However it is now the season of Lent and the church
remains bare of flowers while we experience this season of
reflection, abstinence and giving.
The list for buying /donating money for Easter lilies in joy, or
as a memorial of special people in our lives, will be at the back
of church or you can contact Anne Guthrie with requests .
Money can be placed in envelopes on the collection plate
Sundays, put into the wall safe or given to Anne or Julie Bacon
(treasurer).
We will decorate the church for Easter on Saturday 16th April ,
it is wonderful that so many church groups or individuals take
responsibility for
the different
windows and
pedestals. Anyone
who is willing or
would just enjoy
assisting and
playing with
beautiful flowers
is most welcome
to help.
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Churchwardens’ Notes

W

e hope that you and your families remain well.

We are pleased that we have been able to reduce some of the
Covid measures we had in place during services. We still need
people who can, to wear masks when moving around our church
and when singing. It is now possible for people to remove their
masks at other times. We would ask that you are considerate to
those around you when deciding whether to remove your mask.
For those people who prefer, the pews in the Lady Chapel are
still socially distanced (alternate pews unavailable) and we would
ask that you wear your mask if sitting in that area.
In our last Notes we mentioned that, following the last Boiler
service, some minor repairs had been recommended. The P.C.C.
reviewed the quotation at their recent meeting and decided that
we will delay the work until the spring once the Heating has been
turned off.
The Fire Extinguishers have been replaced and we have also
replaced the batteries in the Fire Alarm panel after a fault
developed in the system. We are currently reviewing a proposal
from a local company to take over the maintenance of the
system. Although the current company have provided a good
service, they are not local. The recent fault made us think it
would be better to engage a local company who can respond
more quickly.
We are waiting for quotations for the work to replace the lighting
units with more efficient L.E.D. units. We. will keep you all
informed of progress.
The final item of Fabric news is that the process of applying for a
Faculty to allow us to carry out the repairs to the Nave Roof has
commenced. This process can take some time and by submitting
the application now we will be able to carry out the work at a
time to suit us.
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As ever, if you have any questions, please speak with either of
us.
Susanne Denton
Pete Hilton.

World Day of
Prayer 2022
From Kate Brown.

World Day of Prayer is a women led, global, ecumenical
movement which each year prepares a service to be held on the
first Friday of March. Women from a different country each year
prepare the service and local groups of women, often from
several different church denominations and traditions, then plan
their local service. Here in the Deepings the different churches
have taken it in turns to host the service. Unfortunately the
pandemic has interrupted the pattern and the group that has
coordinated previous services has been unable to meet together
to plan. However, there will be a service at St Guthlac’s to which
all Christians, men and women, are invited.
This year the service has been prepared by women of England,
Wales and Northern Ireland on the theme of “I know the plans I
have for you”, a verse from the prophet Jeremiah. There will be
music, Bible Readings, prayers, stories of hope and an
opportunity for private reflection. At the end of the service
refreshments will served. Do join us on Friday March 4th at
10:30.
To celebrate Commonwealth Day on Monday
14th March there will be a short service in the
Town Hall at 10.00am, with refreshments
afterwards.
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M

arch is a very busy month for Mothers’
Union members. As we are a Christian
organisation we observe the major festivals
and seasons of the Church year and so we
start March with Ash Wednesday on the 2nd.
Those of us able to get out and about like to
attend one of the two services on that day. During Lent we like
to have some daily reminder of the season, often in the form of
a “count your blessings” programme where we focus on a
different blessing each day. This year I have prepared a
reflective programme which will go out across the diocese where
the days are grouped in threes. On the first day we give thanks
for some aspect of our lives, on the second we pray for those
unable to enjoy it the same way and on the third we express our
penitence and resolve to do better. Copies of the leaflet will be
left in church for anyone who wishes to join us in this
programme.
Hot on the heels of Ash Wednesday comes World Day of Prayer
on Friday 4th (see separate article) and most Mothers’ Union
branches like to attend a service if there is one sufficiently close.
We follow this with our regular monthly meeting on the 16th
when we welcome Susan Macey from Bourne who will come to
talk about prison visiting. Some of you may remember Susan’s
late husband Ron who lived in Rose Lodge and was a regular
attender at St Guthlac’s. We are very pleased that Susan is
coming to share her enthusiasm for this work. This talk may
appeal to a number of people who are not MU members; you will
be warmly welcomed if you wish to join us on this occasion.
March 25th is known as Lady Day or the feast of the
Annunciation. The local cluster celebrate this day with a
Communion Service, taking it in turns to host and this year it is
the turn of St Guthlac’s. Everyone is welcome to attend this
service at 10:30 and stay for refreshments afterwards. Finally on
Sunday 27th the church celebrates Mothering Sunday and as you
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might expect this is a day that is especially meaningful for
Mothers’ Union members.
With all the above coming up it is just as well that at the time for
writing we haven’t yet held our February meeting; this article
would have been far too long if I’d had to report on that. So
those of you who still don’t know what Qigong is will have to wait
until April’s magazine to find out.
Kate Brown kabstg@btinternet.com 01778 343981

and two dates to note this month.
Firstly, and with just a few days to go, you can still sign up
for our Fun Quiz – it’s been a long time since our last one
and we all know why!
So check your diary for 5th March, 7 30pm in the
Green School
Make up your own team of 6, or if you are just booking just
for yourself we can place you in a team. Ploughman’s
Supper and Dessert provided; just bring your own choice of
drinks/nibbles
£8 per person - Ring Julie on 342737
For our monthly meeting in the Green School we welcome
members and visitors at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 22nd March to
hear a talk about the Lighthouse Project, Spalding and their
work in providing accommodation and support for young
people who are struggling.
Please contact Committee members for any further information
about the Guild:
Gwen Didlick 347883, Julie Bacon 342737,
Kay Roberts 349021, Jean Jones 344631,
Liz Parkinson 347020, Heather Dawson 346574.
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MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS
From Jim Pringle.

W

e have heard a great deal recently of the fact that the Queen
has now been on the throne for much longer than any
previous monarch – 70 years, to be precise – and of how, in
February 1952, she came to the throne much sooner than she
could have expected. This set me thinking about the place of the
monarchy in my own life and in that of the nation, and how both
of these have changed over those 70 years.
As I have said and written many times, I was born and educated
in Edinburgh. As children and adolescents, we were taught a great
deal of Scots history, of which we were very proud. In particular,
we were taught that the Royal Family were very closely descended
from the Scots Stewarts – and then, of course, there was the then
Queen Elizabeth, later to be the Queen Mother, who was lending
such wonderful support to the King, George VI.
Meadowbank, where we lived in Edinburgh, was on the edge of the
King’s Park, and only about a mile distant from the historic
Holyrood Palace, residence of the Royal Family when they came
to Edinburgh, as they frequently did. We would go to see them and
to sing to them, “Will ye no come back again?”
So they were firmly established in our minds as our King, our
Queen, our Princesses, although we saw them far less frequently
in the media than is the case today, We were very proud of their
role in the Second World War, and memories of Edward VIII’s
abdication began to fade.
It became obvious that the King was far from well, though the
public did not realise that he was effectively smoking himself to
death. So the announcement of his death in February 1952 came
as something of a shock. I have recounted in these pages how I
heard the news of his death and heard also the ceremonial
proclamation from the Mercat Cross of his daughter’s accession as
Queen. Then, in the summer of 1953, television came to Scotland,
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and we watched the Coronation from our street parties. Soon
afterwards, the Queen made her formal entry to Edinburgh, and I
was among the huge crowds watching the splendid processions.
Over the following years, regular visits by the Royal Family to
Edinburgh continued, and the Queen became increasingly
established in our affections. We became aware, especially from
her Christmas addresses to the nation, that her deep faith lay at
the heart of all her activities and actions.
Once again, I have told in these columns how my advancement to
senior rank in the Civil Service entitled our family to an invitation
to a Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, and how each of
us enjoyed the occasion in our different ways, as I had my only
face to face meeting with the Queen.
In recent years, our surviving daughter has become increasingly
an anti-monarchist, if not a republican, but my own admiration for
the Queen and for the way she has steered her family and the
monarchy through very difficult times has only increased. I feel
strongly that she has played, and continues to play, a vital part in
the life and welfare of our nation.

COFFEE MORNINGS
From Dorothy Harriss.

A huge thank you to everyone who attended our February event,
when the Green School was buzzing with lively conversation and
new people welcomed. It was particularly good to have some
residents from Rose Lodge with us again – and back in church
on Sunday.
If you’ve not given us a try yet, please come along on Saturday
12th March, 10.30am. We assure you of a very warm welcome.
Some of us will go on to the Lent Lunch afterwards so lifts will
be available.
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Flower Deco
Local Professional Florist with
30 years’ experience.

Specialising in Wedding and
Funeral floristry. Most of my
work and reviews are on
Facebook (flowerdeco).
Feel free to call / email for a
friendly quote on any design,
large or small.
Ann-Marie - Deeping Gate
07908 196200
am@flowerdeco.co.uk

South Kesteven District
Councillor for

Market & West Deeping

ASHLEY
BAXTER
If you have a problem, a question or
a great idea regarding council
services please get in touch I will try to help.
01778 344070 07799077090
a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk
Promoted by Ashley Baxter
11, Kesteven Close
DSJ. PE6 8JW.
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A Film Recommendation
from Anne Guthrie.
As a family we went to watch the National Theatre performance
of La Belle Sauvage at a cinema screening in the Arts Centre
Spalding . This is a play based on the Philip Pullman book and
gives an account of how Lyra came to be brought up in the
Oxford college.
Not only did it set the scene for Pullman’s Dark Materials
trilogy but it also reminded me about the tension between
religion and science that echoes throughout his writing. So I am
recommending watching the film yourselves but also suggesting
that you consider a return to live theatre and cinema at
Spalding. As a venue it has better leg space than Stamford and
less crowded , the journey and parking are similar to going to
Stamford but without the Tallington trains.
However one of my main reasons for suggesting you consider the
South Holland Arts Centre is that I feel it needs support, there
are many, many people who enjoy the Stamford theatre but the
more rural surrounding and population of Spalding deserve to
keep and maintain their theatre as well.

C O U N T D O W N Q U

I

Z

In 30 seconds, what is the longest word you can make from these letters?

B R P EE C S I R
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N. C. CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electrician
Over 30 years experience

*Fuse Board Changes
*Rewires
*Extensions
*Testing & Inspections
and more ……..
MOBILE: 07766 175319
OFFICE: 01778 341853
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Spot the ten differences between
these images from Egypt.
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Lent Lunches
Churches Together Lent Lunches are taking place again
this year with each of the five Churches hosting a lunch.
They begin at
12noon and go on until 1.30pm, with soup, bread and cheese
on offer along with tea or coffee. The dates and venues are:
Sat 5th March: Priory Church, DSJ
Sat 12th March: Methodist Church, DSJ
Sat 19th March: Open Door Church, DSJ
Sat 26th March: St Guthlac’s Church, MD
Sat 2nd April: Roman Catholic Church, DSJ
Proceeds will be shared between Christian Aid and Cafod, and
with the needs around the world as pressing as ever we hope
you will be generous, with £2.50 being the minimum
suggested donation. Please ask Dorothy if you’d like to
attend one or all of the lunches and need a lift.

Answers to the Puzzles.
COUNTDOWNQUIZ.
The nine-letter word is
PRESCRIBE
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Parish Directory
Secretary of Bell Ringers
Eco Church Coordinator
Guthlac’s Young Explorers
Safeguarding Officer
Friends of St Guthlac
Stewardship Coordinator
Convener of Sidespeople
Coordinator of Servers
Lesson Reading Rota
Flower Arranging Rota
Church Cleaning Rota
Newsletter

Mrs Susan Muspratt
343498
Miss Georgina Gray
380636
Mrs Susanne Denton 341219
Mrs Anne Guthrie
346134
Rev’d George Holding
Mrs Carol Cooper
346140
Mr Keith Warren
701717
Mr Graeme Bacon
342737
Mrs Kate Brown
343981
Mrs Anne Guthrie
346134
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Mrs Dorothy Harriss
218743
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Mothers’ Union
Mrs Kate Brown
343981
Ladies Guild
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Floodlight Booking
Mrs Kay Roberts
349021
Website
Miss Lorna Mellowes melloweslorna@gmail.com
Magazine Production
Mr Gordon Tyler
349338
gordonftyler@btinternet.com
Distribution
Mrs Dorothy Harriss
218743
Advertising
Mr Roger Clarke
07902 928782
Green School Caretaker Mrs Chris Gaughan 07964 175924

The Magazine.
Please send copy for the next magazine to
gordonftyler@btinternet.com
not later than Wednesday 16 March.
If you are unable to send written articles I can collect
them, please telephone me, my number is in the Parish
Directory.
© St Guthlac’s PCC.
Reg Charity number 1133754.
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27 Mar

20 Mar

Jean Jones

Geoff Chambers, Carol Cooper,
Lorna Mellowes, Peter Hilton

10.00am

Gwen Wass, Janis Hewitt, Keith
Warren

10.00am

8.00am

Kevin Dawson

Henry & Kay Roberts, Chris
Warren, Lyall Seale

10.00am

8.00 am

Gordon Tyler

10.00am

8.00am

Joy Elliman, Roger Clarke, Di
Wheatley

8.00am

6 Mar

13 Mar

Anne Guthrie

7.30pm

Geoff Chambers, Carol Cooper,
Lorna Mellowes, Peter Hilton

10.00am

2 Mar

Jean Jones

08.00am

27 Feb

sidespeople

time

date

servers

Harper Farrer

Jean Jones

Kay Roberts

Kevin Dawsoon

Joan Hayre

Gordon Tyler

Debbie Harbour

Anne Guthrie

Anne Guthrie, Anne
Sargeson

N Bacon, L Ward. A Bowell

G Bacon, A Bowell, C
Gaughan

C Gaughan, J Johnson, J
Bowell

A Gray, D Fowler, J
Johnson

A & J Bowell, D Fowler

Clara Howard, Henry N Bacon, A Bowell, L Ward
Roberts

Jean Jones

reader(s)

March Calendar of Services & Activities, Year C.
Sun 27th Feb
Sunday Next Before Lent
8.00am Said Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Holy Communion
5.00pm Evensong
Wed 2nd
Ash Wednesday
10.30pm Said Holy Communion & Ashing (optional)
7.30pm Parish Holy Communion & Ashing (opt’l)
Isaiah 58.1-12; Corinthians 5.20b-6.10; John 8.1-11
Thur 3rd
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice
Fri 4th
World Day of Prayer
10.30am Service in St Guthlac’s
6.30pm Choir Practice
Sat 5th
12noon Lent Lunch at The Priory Church, DSJ.
7.30pm Ladies Guild Quiz in the Green School
Sun 6th

Mon 7th
Wed 9th
Thur 10th
Fri 11th
Sat 12th

Sun 13th

Mon 14th

First Sunday of Lent
8.00am Morning Prayer
9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
Romans 10.8b-13; Luke 4.1-13
5.00pm Lent Course and Compline
10.00am Prayer Group in St Guthlac’s
10.30am Said Holy Communion
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice
6.30pm Choir Practice
10.30am Coffee in the Green School
12.00
Lent Lunch in the Methodist Church, DSJ
Second Sunday of Lent
8.00am Morning Prayer
9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
Philippians 3.17-4.1; Luke 13.31-end
5.00pm Lent Course and Compline
Commonwealth Day
10.00am A short service in the Town Hall followed
by refreshments
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Wed 16th

Thur 17th
Fri 18th
Sat 19th
Sun 20th

Tues 22nd
Wed 23rd
Thur 24th
Fri 25th

Sat 26th

10.30am
2.30pm
6.30pm
7.30pm
6.30pm
12.00

Said Holy Communion
Rose Lodge
Mothers’ Union in the Green School
Bell-ringing Practice
Choir Practice
Lent Lunch in the Open Door Church, DSJ

Third Sunday of Lent
8.00am Morning Prayer
9.45am Young Explorers in the Green School
10.00am Parish Holy Communion
Isaiah 55.1-19; Luke 13.1-9
5.00pm Lent Course and Compline
7.30pm Ladies’ Guild
10.30am Said Holy Communion
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice
The Annunciation
10.30am Mothers’ Union Banner Service
6.30pm Choir Practice
12.00
Soup & Lent Lunch in the Green School

Sun 27th Feb
Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday
8.00am Said Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Holy Communion
2 Corinthians 1.3-7; John 19.25b-27
6.30pm Lent Course and Compline
Wed 30th
10.30am Said Holy Communion
Thur 31st
7.30pm Bell-ringing Practice

The Parish Directory is on page 15

Cleaning Teams.
Week begins 28th Feb
7th Mar
14th Mar
21st Mar
28th Mar

The Stokoe family.
Chris and Keith Warren
Carol Harrold, Carol Cooper
Susan Muspratt, Dorothy Harriss
The Stokoe family.
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St Guthlac’s Ladies Guild

Saturday 5th March 2022, 7.30pm
Teams of 6 - £8 per person
Green School, Church Street, Market Deeping

Ploughman’s Supper Provided
(Bring own drinks and nibbles)
Ring Julie 342737 to book your team
or a place for yourself.

