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The View from the Rectory
Dear Friends,
During the course of February, Lent will
start on the 17th with Ash Wednesday.
In Lent we remember that Jesus gave up
much when he went into the desert for
forty days. So Lent has become a time
where people traditionally give things up. By doing so, it can free up time
to give to prayer and self-reflection, in order to bring us closer to God.
As you read this, we are in a national lockdown again, and it seems to me
that we have all given up much this Lent and the last twelve months. I
would therefore like to encourage you all to do something else which some
people do in Lent, which is to take up a Lenten discipline. The
options for this are various and I would like to give a few suggestions,
though please feel free to do what is right for you. You could read a Bible
passage a day. If you started the day after Ash Wednesday and read one
chapter a day until the day before Easter Sunday, so from 18th February –
3rd April, you could read all of the Gospel of Luke and the Gospel of John.
Both of these would be excellent reading before Easter Day, reminding us
of the importance of Jesus, his life (including his ministry, message and
mission), and his death, resurrection and ascension.
Others might choose to spend more time in prayer. Or, if it is legal and
safe for you to do so, and you can do so in a socially distanced way, you
could go on a walk a day, enjoying the beauty of God’s creation. Or, you
could phone someone everyday to see how they are and to enjoy one
another’s company in that way. This could even be someone different
every day, or it could be the same person, or same few people. You might
have your own idea of an appropriate Lenten exercise for you, and of
course you might decide to keep this up beyond Lent, or even to take up a
couple of the suggestions.
This Lent I am also reminded of the amazing Trinitarian nature of God.
God is three in one; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus goes to the desert
for forty days, where he receives the support of the Holy Spirit, as he
moves closer to the time he will return to the Father. God as Trinity is a
community within himself. God has created us, humanity, in this image.
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We are created as communal beings, not as isolated individuals. We need
one another and we belong together, supporting one another and offering
support to one another. At the moment, ironically perhaps, the best way
we can support one another and demonstrate our community-minded
nature, is by being physically apart. By being physically apart, we are
showing how much we care for one another and others’ health, as well as
our own. We are demonstrating our closeness, while being far apart. In
time, hopefully it will bring us all closer together as we remember these
sacrifices we made for others. It is a truly Lenten theme, sacrifice to bring
us closer together. I hope the time the lockdown gives us, can bring us all
closer to God too. Even if we cannot go to church, remember we can
always pray.
I continue to keep you all very much in my prayers.
With best wishes,
Rev’d George
***************************************************************************************************************************** *************************

Services in Church Suspended

It is with regret, but in light of the current situation with the increase of coronavirus,
St. Guthlac's Church is closed. There will be no services until 16th February, when the
situation will be reviewed. We continue to offer online services weekly.
***************************************************************************************************************************************************************

Lent 2021
We will continue with our custom of study and
discussion during Lent with a daytime Lent group
and Sunday evening addresses followed by Compline.
As I write this we are in lockdown and all services
and meetings are taking place online. While this
may change by the time we reach the start of Lent
on Ash Wednesday, it looks more likely that there
will continue to be significant restrictions in place and some people may
well be reluctant to immediately return to face to face meetings.
So the Lent Bible study group will meet on Zoom on Mondays at 2pm
from Monday February 22nd and through to March 29th and the Sunday
evening services will take place on Zoom at 6:30pm from Sunday February
21st and through to Palm Sunday on March 28th.
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When choosing an overarching theme we were influenced by the readings
from the Old Testament for the principal services in Lent which look at
the various covenants that God made with his people, starting with Noah
and moving through Abraham ending up with the New Covenant foreseen
by Jeremiah and fulfilled in Jesus. A covenant is an agreement between two
parties, often where there is an imbalance of power between the two. In
Biblical terms the various covenants were initiated by God who made
promises to his people and expected certain standards of behaviour from
them. The readings explore the changing understanding people had of their
relationship with God and with one another.
The daytime study group will look at how an individual’s relationship with
God is recognised, nurtured and developed and will have 2 sessions each
on the themes of “Calling”, “Following” and “Leading”. Details about
signing up for the group and the Bible passages that will form the basis for
study and discussion will be put on the website shortly.
The evening addresses will look at our relationships in a broader sense.
By meeting on Zoom we will have the opportunity to engage in discussion
after hearing the address. The session will conclude with saying the night
office of Compline together, the traditional end or completion of the day
for monastic communities. The titles for the addresses are:
1: Our relationship with God;
2: Our relationship with ourselves;
3: Our relationship with family and friends;
4: Our relationship with communities;
5: Our relationship with the wider world;
6: Our relationship with creation
We hope that those of you who can will engage with one or both of these
courses and will find them thought provoking and helpful as we make our
way through Lent towards the joyous season of Easter.
The Ministry Team.
Readings and readers for February and the first Sunday in March.
Feb 7th: Jeff Jones
Colossians 1.15-20
Feb 14th: Keith Warren
2 Kings 2.1-12
Feb 21st: Keith Fowler
Genesis 9.8-17
Feb 28th: Daniel Fowler
Genesis 17.1-7,15-16
Mar 7th: James Ward
Exodus 20.1-17
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Chester’s Restaurant ~
Fine English Cuisine in a relaxed atmosphere
Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings
102 Church Street, Market Deeping
&
Tearoom
Open 9 ‘til 4
TuesdaySaturday

Breakfasts
Light Snacks and
Lunches
Homemade Cakes
and a range of
speciality food

Luxury En-suite Accommodation also available
Reservations: Tel - 01778 344719

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
A sudden event like the Coronavirus may have brought the need
to have a Lasting Power of Attorney to prominence in your mind.
As a retired solicitor, I offer a professional & sympathetic service.

Social distancing rules observed - Regulated and insured
Home visits - Video conferencing available
Fixed fees - No VAT - Free no obligation initial consultation
Since 2011 over 99.3% of clients have said they would
use my services again

Tel 01778 428748
Lincolnshire Will Company
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St Guthlac’s – an Eco Church?
“The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the
world, and all who live in it.” - Psalm 24:1
Environmental issues are frequently in the news.
2020 provided plenty of examples of extreme
weather, natural disasters, and evidence of
changing climate. We are all aware that if humans
carry on as normal, the world we live in will be
irreversibly damaged. This impacts animals, plants,
and humans in all parts of the world, in some
areas more than others. We have a responsibility
to do as much as we can to prevent this damage.
Looking after the planet that God created is an
important part of our worship, as caring for what God made is an
extension of our love for him. We want to make sure we are caring for
God’s world as much as we can. This should be in how the church is
looked after, how we engage with the community and how we all go about
our lives. Sometimes, environmental issues such as climate change can feel
overwhelming but even the smallest changes can make a big difference.
The Church has an important part to play in the actions we take.
"Reducing the causes of climate change is essential to the life of faith.
It is a way to love our neighbour and to steward the gift of creation."
Archbishop Justin Welby
The Church of England nationally has set a target of working to become
carbon ‘net zero’ by 2030. This means reducing our energy use as much as
possible, using renewable sources of energy and offsetting our carbon use
with things like tree planting, so that overall carbon emissions are zero. As
a church, there is a lot we can do to reduce our own carbon emissions.
Churches up and down the country are doing just this, making big changes
to their buildings and their worship. We at St Guthlac’s are keen to do our
bit, so we have formed a new Environment group.
It is not only carbon emissions that we care about. Churches with their
churchyards are part of the diverse natural habitat of the UK. They are
important for plants and animals, providing a breathing space for wildlife
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and people alike. It is important we protect these spaces and improve their
biodiversity as much as we can.
As well as improving our church building and the grounds, we can make
positive changes to our worship, global engagement, and lifestyle as a
community. To help steer this work, we have decided to take part in the A
Rocha Eco Church award scheme. We meet the requirements to achieve a
Bronze award already! This is great news, but we won’t stop there. We will
be starting to work towards achieving a Silver award. The Environmental
Group will be working through this scheme and working on other projects,
to improve all aspects of church life.
Georgie Gray: St Guthlac’s Eco Church Coordinator.
If you interested in joining the Church’s Eco Group,
please email me on georginaniamhgray@hotmail.com
For more information on becoming an Eco Church visit:
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Our bug hotels have settled in and look good with a
carpet of snowdrops at their doors!
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Snowdrops in the Churchyard
Some years ago when I was cataloguing the
many different species of snowdrop, in the
grounds of The Stamford Shakespeare
Company at Tolethorpe Hall, I did a little
research on the history and legends of the
flower.
A few days before Christmas when I walked
home through St Guthlac’s churchyard and
saw one tiny snowdrop struggling through
the earth, (the earliest I have ever seen a
snowdrop!). I thought I would try and find
the papers.
The snowdrop wasn’t recorded as a wild plant until 1583, by the Flemish
horticulturalist Charles de I’Ecluse. Yet the ‘snow-piercer’ has been the
flower of hope since as far back as St Francis of Assisi in the 13th century.
There’s a legend that an angel went to console Eve as she mourned over
the barren earth of Eden after the Fall of Man. Driving snow was falling,
forming a funeral pall. As he spoke, the angel caught a flake of snow,
breathed on it and commanded it to take life and flower as soon as it
touched the ground. Eve smiled, realising there was hope, and came to
prize it above all other flowers in Paradise. The angel flew back to Heaven,
and where he had stood a ring of snowdrops sprang up.
Homer’s epic poem, Odyssey, says that the god Mercury (Hermes) gave
Ulysses an herb known as Moly, which made Ulysses resistant to the
forgetfulness poisons of the witch Circe, and destroyed the amnesia that
Circe had imposed on his crew. It was suggested that the moly was really
a snowdrop.
It’s one of the first flowers to push its way through the gloom of winter,
appearing like a spear, leaves tightly bound by a sheathing leaf. Bell-shaped
snowdrops emerge nodding and drooping beneath three spreading sepals
sheltering white, green-tipped petals. It’s believed that snowdrops were
introduced into Britain by Italian monks in the late 15th century: they’re
often to be seen in churchyards, as our wonderful snowdrops are, and
around monastic ruins. As ‘Candlemas bells’ they were grown in many
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monasteries and convents for the innocence and humility symbolised by
the milk-white, modestly hanging flowers.
They are rarely mentioned in the old herbals, apart from in a poultice of
the crushed bulbs applied externally to frostbite. However, modern
scientists in Eastern Europe have extracted a substance called galantamine
from snowdrops that appears to stimulate the regeneration of nerve cells,
and maybe of benefit in degenerative diseases, including Alzheimer’s
disease.

Snowdrops stand for hope, humility, gratitude and innocence; they also
express sympathy, purity, optimism, and virtue. It is believed to help in
overcoming the feeling of despondence and instil new confidence and
courage within our minds. It is said to be of help getting rid of pains and
grievances of the past, and create an opportunity for happiness.
I believe the snowdrops in our churchyard are - Galanthus Nivalis and
Galanthus Elwesii.
Lynnette Ford
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Memories are made of this.
February will take us well into winter, although we have, of course, no
means of knowing whether this will be a “hard” winter or not. The arrival
of February has, however, served to awaken for me vivid memories of
some very hard winters in the past.
Later global warming apart, being brought up in Edinburgh, on Scotland’s
exposed east coast, meant that as a matter of course, we expected more
extremes of weather than those experienced by southern softies.
During the 1940’s and 50’s, my parents, brother and I lived at the top of
a typical Edinburgh tenement block on the main street in the Meadowbank district. We had to descend two flights of stairs to reach the
shared stairwell, and then a further flight of external steps leading to
street level.
As I’ve already said, heavy snowfalls were a fairly frequent occurrence,
and on more than one occasion I can recall opening the outside door,
only to plunge up to my teenage waist in deep snow and struggle to
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maintain my footing on the very treacherous steps.
On another occasion, when I was rather younger, I descended the stairs to
the stairwell, which was shrouded in the gloom of wartime blackout.
Imagine my terror when I made out a ghostly figure, and a very harsh
female voice croaked, “Laddie, have you a bawbee for a puir auld wife?”.
Needless to say, I did not have a bawbee, and was convinced that I had
seen a witch. I ran screaming to the safety of our top-floor flat, where my
mother did her best to calm my fears.

In due course, I passed through university, and began to work for the
Inland Revenue. My second posting was to Perth, situated north of
Edinburgh, on the edge of the Highlands, and well named “The Fair City”.
I enjoyed my time there, and again it included some bitter winter weather.
During what turned out to be my last winter in Perth before being
banished south of the Border, I was living on my own in a small flat. The
winter duly set in, and became bitter. I wrapped myself in warm clothes
overnight, and in the morning dashed to the office, clutching my breakfast
in one hand and desperate to get to an unfrozen toilet.
Other winter memories recall our family life in Guisborough, on the edge
of the North York Moors, when our two young daughters had a wonderful
time sledging, and our car slid broadside into a gatepost. Eventually, of
course, we found our way to Market Deeping, and our first winter here, in
1986, turned out to be the worst we have experienced so far; Godsey
Lane was blocked, and I had great difficulty driving home from work in
Peterborough Perhaps we shall not see such conditions again, but one
never knows …. ! Jim Pringle

Editors note: this photograph was taken
looking south on Godsey Lane outside the
William Hildyard School in February 1979.
Roads in each direction out of the town were
blocked for three days; no-one could travel to
work, the shops emptied out very quickly and
everyone walked everywhere. Milk tankers
could not reach local farms to pick up their
supplies, so my neighbour and I walked to
Glinton with empty containers to have them filled up at the farm gate, as the
farmer was anxious not to let his produce go to waste. DH
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Churchwardens’ Notes
We hope that you and your families remain well during these still
troubled times. Unfortunately, since our last notes the Covid-19 situation
has worsened and we have had to close the Church for public worship
and at most other times. During January we were able to open the
church twice a week for an hour to allow private prayer. We sincerely
hope that this will be able to continue whilst the current restrictions
remain.
It is never an easy decision to close our church and suspend services but
with the increase in infections and the new, more transmissible strains of
the virus we have had to make that decision. Let’s all pray that the
vaccine roll-out progresses well and that restrictions can be eased again.
We have had another issue with the Church Boiler recently. The fan unit
failed and needed to be replaced. Spare parts for our boiler are quite
difficult to source but Peterborough Boiler Services have managed to find
a part and by the time you read these notes we hope the boiler will have
been repaired.
Following the repair to the rainwater drain on the north side of church
we have noticed an issue with one of the gulleys and also that the path
has settled unevenly following its re-instatement. The contractor has now
re-visited and rectified both issues.
We pray that you and your families all remain safe and well. As ever, if
you have any questions, please speak with either of us.
Nigel Bacon

Pete Hilton

******************************************************************************************************************

Online Quiz: For some welcome light relief, why not join in our next
quiz on Saturday 13th February? You can join as an individual (£5) or two
or more sitting at one screen(£10) and teams will be formed through the
wonders of Zoom breakout rooms! Email quiz@stguthlacs.org.uk for
more details.
***********************************************************************************************************************************

March Magazine: Copy for the March magazine needs to be with the editor by
Thursday 11th February. We hope to have a printed issue if restrictions allow.
However an online version is always available on our website: ww.stguthlacs.org.uk.
Please email rotas/articles/reports to dorothy@harriss.me.uk. Many thanks.
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February

Calendar of Services & Activities

Online services are accessed via our website, Facebook page or YouTube
channel. If restrictions change following a review on 16th February,
services will also take place in Church, including on Ash Wednesday.
That will be confirmed when details become available; please check our
website or Facebook page for the latest information.

Sun

7th

Thu 11th
Sat 13th

2nd Sunday before Lent
Colossians 1.15-20; John 1.1-14
10.00am Online Service
Please submit contributions for the March magazine.
7.30pm Online Quiz: details on Website and Facebook page.

Sun 14th

Sunday next before Lent
2 Kings 2.1-12; Mark 9.2-9
10.00am Online Service

Wed 17th

Ash Wednesday
time tbc Online Ash Wednesday Service

Sun 21st

Mon 22nd
Sun 28th

1st Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9.8-17; Mark 1.9-15
10.00am Online Service
6.30pm Online Address with Compline - see page 5
2.00pm Online Lent Study Group - see page 5
2nd Sunday of Lent
Genesis 17.1-7,15-16; Mark 8.31-38
10.00am Online Service
6.30pm Online Address with Compline - see page 5

World Day of Prayer
The Deepings Churches Together committee for WDP have
decided that, due to the coronavirus pandemic, the service
will be postponed until later in the year.
However, we can still keep the Christian women of
Vanuatu, an archipelago of eighty islands in the South
Pacific, in our prayers on March 5th 2021. Their theme is to
“Build on a Strong Foundation.” Further details at www.wwdp.org.uk.
Let us support them and ourselves in prayer during these trying times.
June Bird, member of the Churches Together World Day of Prayer Committee.
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Heartfelt thanks go to all who contributed to our
collection over Christmas for WaterAid. We are
delighted to announce that so far we have raised a
total of £386.75, which includes tax recovery made through Gift Aid, exceeding
last year’s total. If you meant to give a donation but haven’t yet done so, you
can still donate by cheque made payable to WaterAid and deliver it to our
treasurer at 10, The Meadows, MD.

When a community gets clean water for the first time,
it’s the start of something truly life-changing.
Right now, some of the world’s poorest and most marginalised people don’t
have clean water to drink, decent toilets to use or good hygiene to protect
themselves. Without these basics, overcoming poverty is just a dream. The
current pandemic has only highlighted this dire situation.
When you help us to dig a well or install a tap stand in a community, you're
changing the lives of children like Yenus from Frat in Ethiopia for the better.
They can dream again. Yenus is among the 785 million people worldwide
who don’t have clean water and our changing climate is making their lives
harder. Water sources are running dry, floods are polluting the water and
unpredictable weather is threatening farming crops.
This winter, you can help bring clean water to Frat and climate-vulnerable
communities around the world. With funding from the UK government, we
will reach even more people with clean water, decent toilets and good
hygiene.
Until 4 February 2021, the UK
government will match your
donations to the Future on Tap
appeal, up to £2 million, making
double the impact.
The money will be put to good use by the charity; you can learn more
about their work and how they go about it by visiting their website:
www.wateraid.org where you’ll also find details of ways to further support
them during Lent.
Thanks.
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Relaxation, face lift exercises
& seated yoga.
Tuesdays 1.30pm-2.30pm
Green School, Church St, MD
£5.50 per session
Ages 50+ all welcome.
These classes cannot currently be
provided due to the latest
government guidelines.
When restrictions are lifted,
the sessions will resume watch this space!
Hazel Whitfield
07974 520588
hazel.whitfield2@gmail.com

The Deepings Flower Club
Normally meet at

The Priory Church Hall, DSJ
Third Tuesday of the Month
7 for 7.30pm
Due to Covid restrictions,
we were unable to meet for
most of last year.
However, we are planning to
resume meetings in 2021,
as soon as restrictions are lifted.
We look forward to welcoming back
existing and new members then.
Enquiries
Sue Boardman 01778 349419
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CREATIVE TOUCH

South Kesteven District
Councillor for

PROVIDING MADE TO MEASURE
SERVICES FOR ALL YOUR SOFT
FURNISHING NEEDS. WE DO
CONSULTATION, MEASURING,
AND A FULL FITTING SERVICE.

Market & West Deeping

ASHLEY
BAXTER

WE CARRY AN EXTENSIVE
RANGE OF FABRICS,
POLES, TRIMS & ACCESSORIES.
Please call for FREE ADVICE OR A
COMPLIMENTARY HOME VISIT

If you have a problem, a question
or great idea regarding council
services please get in touch I will try to help.

BENTLEY BUSINESS PARK,
NORTHFIELDS INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE, MARKET DEEPING
PE6 8LD

01778 344070
07799 077090
a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk

01778 345777
email creative.touch@fsmail.net

Promoted by Ashley Baxter
11 Kesteven Close,
DSJ, PE6 8JW

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE
creativetouchinteriors.co.uk

N. C. CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electrician
Over 30 years experience
*Fuse Board Changes
*Rewires
*Extensions
*Testing & Inspections
and more………..

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Being a long-term foster carer can be
challenging but also hugely rewarding! If you think you could give a
child or sibling group a loving longterm home apply to foster today at
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fostering
or call 01522 554114.
Thank you.

MOBILE: 07766 175319
OFFICE: 01778 341853
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The Revd Dr Clifford Owen enjoys watching
The Vicar of Dibley and Father Ted. He has
also in the past laughed at the sketches of
The Dave Allen Show. But how far do TV
sitcoms represent the realities of life as a
vicar or priest?
In 10 Churches, 3 Crises, 1 God, Clifford ‘tells
it for real’. This is his story of 50 years from
first call through to retirement and up to the
present day.
He had no blinding light revelations that
called him to be a vicar. It was just a growing conviction as he got on with
the business of training as an engineer in the Royal Navy. Eventually he had
to test the call.
And so we have in this account a fairly full sketch of half a century behind a
dog collar. The three crises were significant. The first happened when his
theological college nearly closed down after a dispute. The second
happened in a Worcestershire parish when he thought about resigning
after a dispute which went viral. The third crisis is of interest to all of us
because we’re in it: Covid-19.
The roots of this story lie in six happy years when he wrote a monthly
Chaplain’s column in The Corfiot, the English language magazine in Corfu.
This has set the target for the present book which is ‘beyond the church
walls’. He hopes that many who don’t regularly go to a church service will
find that vicars are human beings who laugh and cry; feel fulfilled and frustrated; sense achievement and get angry; but also testify to a faith that sees
them through it all. Enjoy the book!
‘Those who wonder what ministry is like would benefit from reading this beautiful
and sometimes poignant story’. Bishop Robert Innes
‘Those who have been in ministry for many years or just a few will also find a
great deal to relate to and will find themselves surprised, instructed, encouraged
and uplifted’. Revd Dr Michael Volland
Available to order via Amazon in paperback
and Kindle formats: ISBN: 9798590471034
Clifford is a personal friend of our Musical Director, Peter Davies.
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Prayer of the Month
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy.
Sustain and support the anxious,
be with those who care for the sick,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may find comfort knowing that nothing
can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
A Prayer from Revd Dr John Sentamu,
former Archbishop of York.

Sunday Services
The Church building is currently closed
and services suspended until further notice.
Join us for Sunday Worship via
www.stguthlacs.org.uk or
St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping
The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at
8.45am Monday to Saturday and can be accessed via Zoom.
See website or Facebook page for the link. All welcome.

Contact the Parish Administrator
on 07745 759677
for help or support for
vulnerable parishioners

Snowdrops are out in the
churchyard - well worth a look.

***********************************************************************************

If you have items for the next magazine, during the first week of the month please
email dorothy@harriss.me.uk with articles, rotas and reports. Thanks.
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