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The Green School is once more available for hire.  Make bookings via the link  

on the Church Website/Our Church Hall or email greenschool@stguthlacs.org 
 

 

Photos: front cover: section of photo taken by Greg Ford; back cover: Kate Brown 

Please make cheques payable to Market Deeping PCC.  Thank you. 

mailto:greenschool@stguthlacs.org
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Dear Friends, 
 

Christmas is one of my favourite times of the year!  

However, as most of you read this, it will not be 

Christmas yet, it will be Advent.  We cannot celebrate the birth of Christ 

at Christmas, without first marking the Advent season of waiting and 

preparation.  It always seems so appropriate to me, that here in the UK, 

we celebrate Christmas in winter.  As we move through November and 

December, we wait, and things can seem quite dark - it gets colder, the 

mornings are foggier, the nights are darker sooner, and then, suddenly, 

Christmas is everywhere!  And how do we know Christmas is coming? 

The lights!  We see twinkling fairy lights on people’s houses and trees, 

larger lights on the lamp posts and in the towns, tinsel and shiny baubles 

on display, cards which shimmer with glitter, and so on.  Suddenly there is 

light, and with this light, there seems to be a greater sense of joy, warmth 

and hope, flooding into where there was darkness. 
 

This year more than ever, we need this message.  We need to remind 

ourselves that, ‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not  

overcome it’.  We hear this great message right at the start of John’s  

Gospel, when we are introduced to Jesus.  Christmas then is not simply 

about Christmas trees, cards, snowmen and reindeers, it is a season and      

message of light; of joy, peace, hope and love.  It is the uplifting message 

we need to be reminded of when we are going through dark times - that 

there is always light, no matter how dark the night, no matter how long 

the darkness might seem to last, light is still there, even if just a glimmer, 

and the new day always comes and light shines bright again. 
 

At the moment we walk somewhere between the two.  We long for the 

light and joy of the Christmas season, but we wait as we walk through 

Advent-tide.  We yearn for the end of the coronavirus pandemic and for 

lives to return to a previous, or even improved, routine.  We love the 

optimism of some that the light and end of the wait is there, but at other 

times we find it inappropriate, irritating or just plain insensitive, as we are 

not there yet in our minds.  We also swing between the two moods    

ourselves, maybe weekly, maybe daily, maybe hourly.  It is exhausting.  It is 

also very Advent.  The waiting, the longing, the hoping, the excitement of 

what is to come, alongside the frustration that we are not there yet.  

This is where we are though.  We cannot move ourselves along any faster.    

  The View from the Rectory 
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We must walk this path.  Soon though, Christmas will come, the end of the 

pandemic will happen at some point, and we will celebrate light and life 

with such joy again.  Until then, do take care of yourselves and look after 

one another as well.   
 

At dark times, remind yourself that light is still there and will shine even 

brighter again.  So whatever stage we are at, with lockdowns and  

restrictions, when Christmas comes, I do hope you manage to enjoy it in 

some way.   
 

And remember,  

‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it’. 
 

With best wishes and prayers for a peaceful Advent and Christmas season, 
 

Rev’d George 
 

 

 

************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Pyrography picture: This picture of our church has been donated to us by 

artist Bex Gosling who created it using a technique called pyrography.  We 

are holding a silent auction for it to raise funds and you can enter your bid 

by emailing auction@stguthlacs.org.uk or 

write your name, phone number and bid      

on a piece of paper and put it in the box     

you will find in the church.   
 

Visit our website or Facebook page to watch  

a video of Rev’d George and Bex chatting.          
 

The closing date for bids is Friday 11th  

December, and the winner will be  

announced on Sunday 13th. 
 

Murder Mystery Trails:  Did you enjoy the murder mystery trail which 

took you round some of the streets in Market Deeping looking for clues to 

eliminate suspects in the (entirely fictional) murder of he mayor?  
 

If so look out for a slightly different version which will be available from 

Kate Brown in mid-December just in time for a Boxing Day stroll around 

the town.  This time the “murder” took place in the Rectory Paddock on 

Halloween and your task is to study the statements of eight witnesses   

using your knowledge of the geography of Market Deeping and the        

application of logic to decide which of the five suspects is the guilty party.  
 

(Find the answer to the first trail on page 23 for confirmation of your genius!) 

mailto:auction@stguthlacs.org.uk
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Advent Study Group 

The season of Advent marks the start of the Church’s year and here at St 

Guthlac’s we like to start as we mean to go on with Bible readings, prayer 

and of course discussion in a friendly and supportive setting. This year we 

are again hoping to provide a course that will enable us to meet together 

and look beyond the secular concerns which regard Advent as an extended 

and increasingly frantic trailer for the excesses of Christmas. It will, though, 

be different. Rather than plan to meet in church, where we would inevitably 

have to be masked and socially distanced whatever the end of lockdown 

brings, we will embrace the cyber sphere and plan to meet virtually via 

Zoom. Some of you will already be familiar with this way of communicating 

with one another, others of you may be a little uncertain and we appreciate 

that some of you do not have the necessary internet connection. It is also 

possible to join in via a telephone link and we hope to provide study notes 

for anyone who prefers to follow the course individually. If you contact me 

via email at kabstg@btinternet.com or phone 01778 343981 I can provide 

details about taking part in the course. 
 

The theme is Journeying from Darkness to Light which is appropriate to the 

season as we progressively light our Advent candles and look to the coming 

of the light of the world, our Saviour Jesus Christ. It is also relevant to our 

current situation with our movement from the second lockdown to (we 

hope) a more relaxed regime as we approach Christmas and now with the 

hope of a vaccine on the horizon. We will meet on Monday afternoons at 

2pm for roughly 45 minutes to an hour on November 30th and December 

7th, 14th and 21st. Settle down with a cup of tea and biscuits of your choice 

with a Bible, a candle (or table lamp) and pen and paper to hand 
 

Week 1: “Peering into darkness”  

     Jeremiah 4: 19 – 31 and Matthew 26: 36 – 46 
 

Week 2: “Walking through darkness”  

      Psalm 23 and Luke 24: 13 – 32 
 

Week 3: “Looking towards the light”  

  Isaiah 9: 2, 6, 7 and Matthew 2: 1-2, 9 – 11 
 

Week 4: “Living in the light”  

  John 1: 1 – 9, Matthew 5: 14 – 16 and Matthew 17: 1 – 8 
 

Hoping to see you there. 
 

Kate Brown  

mailto:kabstg@btinternet.com
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Chester’s  Restaurant  ~ 

Fine English Cuisine in a relaxed atmosphere 

Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings 

102 Church Street, Market Deeping                                           

   

Luxury En-suite Accommodation also available  

Reservations: Tel - 01778 344719 

& 

Tearoom 

Open 9 ‘til 4 

Tuesday- 

Saturday 

Breakfasts 
Light Snacks and  

Lunches 
Homemade Cakes 

and a range of  
speciality food 

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 A sudden event like the Coronavirus may have brought the need  

to have a Lasting Power of Attorney to prominence in your mind. 
  

As a retired solicitor, I offer a professional & sympathetic service.  

  

Social distancing rules observed - Regulated and insured  

Home visits - Video conferencing available  

Fixed fees - No VAT -  Free no obligation initial consultation  
  

Since 2011 over 99.3% of clients have said they would  

use my services again 
   

Tel 01778 428748 

Lincolnshire Will Company  
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Travelling Crib and other Christmassy things 
 

Advent Sunday usually marks the start of the travelling crib’s journey 

around the families of St Guthlac’s but that will not happen this year as we 

will still be in lockdown on November 29th.  Even when we come out of 

that, it doesn’t seem sensible to encourage people to pass a crib round 

from house to house. However, we do have lots of knitted sheep (having 

gone a bit overboard with the production last year) and so we hope to get 

those round to the Young Explorer families. For those of you who don’t 

know, each family gets to keep a sheep 

when they pass the crib on and some 

families have by now amassed quite a 

collection that come out year after year. 

We also hope that we may be able to 

produce some Christmas craft packs 

and possibly have another Zoom event 

for our children, so please keep an eye 

on our website and Facebook page! 
 

Another Christmas tradition that has grown up 

over the years is that we all write one card to our 

St Guthlac family and put it up on display in church, 

sending the money saved on individual cards to 

WaterAid.  I’m sure this year that many of us will 

be sending cards to people we know we are unlikely to see in church 

(whatever happens at the end of lockdown!) and this is an excellent way of 

letting people know that we are thinking of them during the Christmas   

season. We’ll give some thought to how this can be done so that people do 

not have to touch the cards to see who sent them.   
 

The provision of a safe, clean supply of drinking water and proper sanitation 

is the basis of all aid in developing countries.  Dirty water is the source of 

many diseases and the reason why many children lose out on a lot of 

schooling.  Lack of proper toilets causes many girls to leave school once 

they hit puberty.  Any money we can give will both instal the infrastructure 

and also train a local person to do the necessary maintenance.   
 

Donations to WaterAid will be welcomed by our treasurer; envelopes from 

the charity will be available in church and can be put in the wall safe.   Until 

4th  February, the UK government will match any donations; last year we 

raised £400, which included Gift Aid and money from a Craft session - not 

possible this year.  Let’s see what we can do! 
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 Christmas Services 

This year our services during December will be slightly different, though 

we still hope to meet together to pray, hear God’s word and worship.  

While there will be no congregational singing, we can still have music at 

services with the organ and special recordings of the church choir singing.  

While we cannot move around much during services, we can still make all 

age services as interactive as possible.  Please join us if you can. 
 

Sunday 13th 

4pm  Christingle Service 
 

Sunday 20th 

5pm  Christmas Service 

with Bible readings, poems and recordings of the church choir. 
 

Christmas Eve 

11.30pm  Parish Communion 
 

Christmas Day 

10am  All Age Communion 

 

We will be continuing to publish a weekly online service on Sundays 

throughout December (except Sunday 27th) as well as an                   

online Carol Service and an online service for Christmas Day.  
 

Please check the calendar on page 18 for a full list of planned services.   

Our usual Covid 19 procedures will be followed - watch a video explaining 

this further via our website.  In the current situation, you will appreciate 

that we may have to make last minute changes to our plans if any new  

restrictions are introduced.  For the latest information please check  

our Facebook page: St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping 
or website: www.stguthlacs.org.uk 

 

 

 
 

 
Online Quiz via Zoom: Saturday 5th December, 7.30pm 

Register your team of up to 6 players, a family or bubble using one terminal or a 
group of individuals at their own terminals forming a team using Zoom breakout 
rooms.  Email quiz@stguthlacs.org and register by Wednesday 2nd December. 
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Flowers and Decorating Church for Christmas 
  

Advent is a season of preparation for Christmas so no flowers in church at  

this time apart from the Advent Ring.  This has four candles, representing 

the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John the Baptist and Mary or sometimes 

Hope, Peace, Love and Mercy.  However, please come and look at the  

window sill displays during this time depicting the journey to Bethlehem by 

Mary and Joseph. 
 

Closer to Christmas the large 

Crib scene will be installed 

thanks to Alan Brown who made 

and continues to erect the stable 

for us each year. Come and look 

and wonder at the Christian 

message of hope and love amidst 

all the fear and confusion of the 

pandemic. 
 

 We will decorate church and celebrate the  

 Christmas season with flowers, wreaths and  

 even Christmas trees with our choir and   

 Young Explorers to help us.  Here they are  

 decorating the tree last year.  Please look out  

 for notices and requests for help amidst your  

 own preparations. 
 

 Meanwhile, if anyone is interested I have the  

 following books which lead you through the  

 Season of Advent in art or poetry.  

 ‘The Art of Advent’, by Jane Williams;  

 ‘Waiting on the Word’, by Malcom Guite;  

 and ‘In The Bleak Midwinter’, by Rachel Mann.  

 
 

A big thank you to everyone who has contributed with time, money and  

materials to bring joy and colour through the flower displays during this  

eventful year. I can’t quite believe that it’s time to start planning next  

year’s flower rota. Please contact me if you have fresh ideas, would like  

to help or would like to sponsor the arrangements. 
 

      

Anne Guthrie 
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 Churchwardens’ Notes 

Hopefully, by the time you are reading these Notes the latest period of 

lockdown will be over. We are pleased that, unlike during the first lock-

down, we have been able to keep our church open for private prayer. 

Church is open every day from 9am until 5pm for anyone to come in and 

pray, light a candle or simply sit quietly. 
 

Although we weren’t able to hold our usual services in Church, every week 

a service was available via the parish website, Facebook page and YouTube 

channel. The services have been well supported and it is surprising to see 

where in the world people are tuning in from. These services take a      

considerable amount of effort to put together and we are very grateful to 

everyone who has helped with this.  We hope that by the time you read 

these notes we will have been able to start services in church again. 
 

There are always items of maintenance that need attending to. Recently the 

lock on the choir vestry door had to be replaced. We are grateful to Cross 

Keys Locksmiths who carried out the work. 
 

A larger item of work involves the rainwater drain that runs under the path 

on the north side of the church. It had been noticed that rainwater was not 

draining properly from the grates on this side of church. A temporary    

repair was made to prevent water entering church through the air bricks. 

We applied for and have been granted an emergency faculty to undertake 

the work required, which we hope will be carried out as soon as possible. 

In addition to the emergency faculty the work will require a full faculty; this 

has now been applied for and the approval process is underway. 
 

As these are our last Notes before Christmas we would like to take the 

opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year.  We pray 

that you and your families all remain safe and well. As ever, if you have any 

questions, please speak with either of us.                               Nigel Bacon & Pete Hilton 
 
 

Brian Holdich and his family would like to thank all those  

who sent condolences after the death of his wife Kathleen.   

Your support and prayers mean a lot to them.  Despite  

suffering with the auto immune disease lupus since childhood,  

and numerous other health problems, she remained cheerful 

throughout. 

 

A collection taken at Kath’s funeral raised £200 for Lupus UK.  If you were not 

able to attend but would like to make a donation please contact Brian on 01778 

344214 or post in an envelope to 4 Elm Close, Market Deeping, PE6 8JN. 
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Love Came Down at Christmas 

This poem by Christina Rossetti was first published without a title in  

‘Time Flies: A Reading Diary’ in 1885. It was later included in the  

collection ‘Verses’ in 1893 under the title "Christmastide". 

 

Love came down at Christmas, 

Love all lovely, Love Divine, 

Love was born at Christmas, 

Star and Angels gave the sign. 

 

Worship we the Godhead, 

Love Incarnate, Love Divine, 

Worship we our Jesus, 

But wherewith for sacred sign? 

 

Love shall be our token, 

Love be yours and love be mine, 

Love to God and all men, 

       Love for plea and gift and sign. 

 

 

 

 

 

The words have since been set to music by 

many composers and the poem has become  

a much loved carol included in our hymnal. 

 

Rossetti also wrote ‘In the bleak mid-winter’ 

another favourite carol of many people. 

 

 

                                                                  Christina Georgina Rossetti  

                                                                                    1830-1894  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christina_Rossetti
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 A visit to the National Memorial Arboretum 

Have you heard of the National Memorial Arboretum? I hadn’t until I was 

looking for somewhere to take Dad for his birthday outing and someone 

mentioned it.  As it’s in Staffordshire between Burton upon Trent and 

Lichfield it’s a bit of a trek to get there but it’s well worth the effort.  
 

It is part of the Royal British  

Legion and is a large wooded 

site containing memorials to 

many armed forces units as 

well as civilian groups.  

There are also memorials to        

individuals who have no    

connection with uniformed 

organisations but whose   

families have chosen to     

remember them in this place.  
 

 

Dad and I went at the beginning of 

September on what was frankly a 

damp, miserable day; consequently 

we didn’t spend as long there as we 

might have done had the weather 

been more typical of early rather 

than late autumn.  

 

 

Despite the drizzle I was sufficiently impressed to return with my  

husband in late October on our  way to a Peak District holiday.                                                   
 

 

 

The site, which was originally a   

reclaimed gravel pit, is roughly    

150 acres in size and currently     

has about 30,000 trees including    

all the native species as well as  

many others from around the 

world.  

A formal grove of trees 

A memorial sculpture in metal 

Robin standing guard over a memorial 

A decorated naval memorial 
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The planting has been cleverly planned to provide interest in every season. 

In autumn, for example, the trees in Heroes’ Square by the visitor centre 

all have red foliage so as we move into the remembrance season, the fallen 

leaves are a visual  reminder of the Legion’s poppy symbol. Poppies them-

selves can be seen during the summer months in a large meadow that has 

been planted up with them and other wild flowers. Some of the design is 

formal while other sections give the appearance of wild woods that have 

been there forever though planting only began in 1997. 

 

 Scattered among the  

 trees throughout the site  

 there are 370 memorials      

 excluding those to       

 individuals with more  

 being added all the time  

 so as you will appreciate  

 one visit is nowhere near  

 enough time to see      

 everything.  

 
 

The memorials, in metal, in rough      

unhewn stone, polished marble, and 

wood, some huge and others very    

modest are all unique and appropriate  

to the group commemorated.  Some 

listed the names of those who had died 

in action but others were there to pay  

tribute to the work done, contributions 

given or the sacrifices made.  
 

I was particularly struck by the Army 

Chaplains’ memorial and the grove of 

trees where the names of those who 

died during the Northern Ireland    

Troubles were attached to individual   

ash trees.  Another very moving grove 

was where children who had been     

stillborn or died in infancy were         

remembered by their grieving parents.  
 

Floral tribute at a naval memorial 

Army Chaplains’ memorial 

A memorial sculpture in metal 
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Those who find walking any distance challenging can hire a mobility  

scooter or take the land train which is what Dad and I did on our visit.  

This fulfilled the dual purpose of keeping us sheltered from the wind and 

rain as well as getting us round a large part of the site in relative comfort.  

 

Sculpture in the chapel: ‘The past is the key to the future.’ 

 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

I hope to return at another season of the year to get a  

different perspective in this wonderful place that aims to  

“celebrate lives lived and commemorate lives lost.” 
 

Kate Brown 
 

 
  

 Your local Branch needs YOU! 

 Our Poppy Appeal Organiser is stepping down after six years   

 of excellent service, so Langtoft, the Deepings & District  

 Branch, Royal British Legion, is looking for a well organised  

 Person or couple to run our local annual Poppy Appeal  

                  campaign.  Note: You don’t have to have served in the Armed  

                                 Forces or be a member of the British Legion! 
 

It's a voluntary but rewarding role: you would liaise with Poppy House,       

order materials (we have a small local lock-up), keep records, coordinate 

our team of volunteers and work with local organisations and the general 

public. Our retiring Organiser will help the right person learn the ropes.  
 

If this might be you, and you’d like an informal chat, please email our  

Secretary at LangtoftDistrict.Secretary@rbl.community or contact our 

Branch Chairman on 07368 256898.  Thank you.   
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 Memories are Made of This… 

Following my first article under this title, no-one has responded that they 

don’t want any more of the same, so I have taken that as an overwhelming 

vote of confidence that it is safe for me to continue. 
 

December, of course, means Christmas, though a very different Christmas 

this year. Once again, my earliest Christmas memories are of Scotland, and 

especially of Edinburgh, where I lived with my parents until I graduated 

from university (Edinburgh, of course) in my early twenties.  Actually, I 

don’t have all that many Christmas memories from this period, the 1940’s 

and early 50’s. We didn’t celebrate Christmas much, the emphasis being 

rather on New Year, of which perhaps more next month. I don’t actually 

recall going to church on Christmas Day, nor did we have a special meal.  

This was wartime and the immediate post-war period, one of many       

restrictions. So my younger brother and I received very few presents, and 

learned to value those we did receive. Of those few, I can recall two in 

particular 
 

One was a Morse Code sender, on 

which one used a key to tap out the 

message in dots and dashes. I was   

delighted with the gift, as I had just 

joined the Boy Scouts and had visions 

of winning my Morse Code badge. But 

my parents, and especially my mother, 

soon regretted their generosity, for the 

constant dots and dashes soon became wearing on nerves already frayed 

by the privations of wartime. The apparatus was locked away, with the 

promise that it would return when I was more capable of using it more 

judiciously, but I can’t recall having seen it again.      
 

The other story has a happier ending, for my brother and myself at least. 

One of our greatest ambitions was to own a fort and soldiers, so that we 

could act out the many battles of which we heard constantly on the radio. 

But in times of shortage and rationing, such things simply weren’t being 

made.  In our small tenement flat, we boys slept in a small box-room,    

separated by paper-thin walls from the family living-room. So we could 

hear most of what was happening in that room, above the constant sounds  
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of activity from St Margaret’s Engine Shed, on the other side of the street. 
 

During November and December, probably somewhere about 1944, we 

began to hear strange sounds of sawing and banging. Strange, because like 

me, my father was not a handyman, though his father had been a master 

carpenter.  The sounds were interspersed with cries of pain, followed by 

swear words which we hadn’t realised were in our father’s vocabulary, and 

then my mother’s voice asking solicitously, “Are you sure you’re all right, 

George?”. We didn’t dare ask about the sticking plaster which began to 

decorate our father’s fingers.  
 

Christmas Day dawned, and our main joint present proved to be a wooden 

fort, with a number of very soft lead soldiers. These had to be played with 

very carefully, (we never found out where my parents had obtained them), 

and the fort was very rough hewn, with splinters and loose joints, but I 

have never forgotten the love and toil which produced it. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Note: both illustrations from Google - Jim doesn’t still have the toys in his possession! 
 

Happy (pain-free) Christmas, and stay safe! 
 

Jim Pringle 
 

 

 

This article set me thinking along the same lines, about the modest gifts we were 

given in the post-war years of austerity. My Dad was a handyman and I recall 

him making quite a number of wooden money boxes with a cut-out of an animal 

that accepted coins on it’s paw which it tipped into the box. These were sold to 

his workmates to provide us with a few extra treats.  I vividly remember one    

Christmas, probably around 1949, when my sister and I each received a doll.  

We went to visit relatives in the small town of Alston in Northumberland and it 

was snowing.  We were horrified to discover that our poor dolls had lost a lot of 

the paint from their faces, sadly making them look rather unsightly; obviously the 

quality of post-war goods left a lot to be desired.  Dorothy Harriss. 
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December         Calendar of Services & Activities 
    

The Daily Office of Morning Prayer is said at 9am Monday to Saturday and 

Evening Prayer at 5pm Monday to Friday.  All welcome at either service.  

Sat 5th 7.30pm Online Quiz - see page 8 
 

Sun   6th  2nd Sunday of Advent 

   Isaiah 40.1-11; Mark 1.1-8 

  8.00am Said Holy Communion 

  10.00am Parish Holy Communion 

Contributions to be submitted for January magazine please. 

Mon 7th 2.00pm Advent Course via Zoom - see page 5 

Wed  9th 10.30am Said Holy Communion  
 

Sun   13th  3rd Sunday of Advent 

   Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11; John 1.6-8, 19-28 

  8.00am Said Holy Communion 

  10.00am Parish Holy Communion 

  4.00pm Christingle  

Mon 14th 2.00pm Advent Course via Zoom - see page 5 

Wed 16th  10.30am Said Holy Communion 
 

Sun  20th  4th Sunday of Advent 

   Luke 1.26-38   

  8.00am Said Holy Communion 

  10.00am All Age Holy Communion 

      5.00pm Christmas Service 

Mon 21st  2.00pm Advent Course via Zoom - see page 5 

Wed 23rd  10.30am Said Holy Communion 

Thu 24th  Christmas Eve 

   Hebrews 1.1-4; John 1.1-14  
  11.30pm Holy Communion 

Fri 25th  Christmas Day 

   Isaiah 9.2-7; Luke 2.1-20 

  10.00am All Age Holy Communion 
 

Sun  27th  John the Baptist 

   1 John 1; John 21.19b-25  

   One service today 

       10.00am  Parish Holy Communion 
  

Online Quiz: 9th January 
 

This calendar assumes we will be out of lockdown from the beginning of December. 

If we aren’t, please consult posters, our website or Facebook page. 
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 The Time of the Judges: a quiz for grown-ups. 

See how many of these you can answer before you look them up in your Bible. 
 

  1.  Deborah the Judge used to sit under a  

 a. Canopy  c. Palm tree   

 b. Fig tree   d. Rocky outcrop    
  

  2.  True or False: Barak told Deborah he would go to fight only if she  

       went with him. 
  

  3.  The commander of the army the Israelites were fighting was called 

 a. Sela   c. Sisera 

 b. Shamir  d. Susa 
   

  4.  How did Jael kill the commander of the opposing army? 
 

  5.  True or False: The King of Israel appointed judges to help him make  

       decisions. 
 

  6.  True or False: The Israelites had to live in caves because the  

       Midianites oppressed them. 
 

  7.  When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon he was  

 a. Pressing grapes c. Shearing sheep 

 b. Pressing olives d. Threshing wheat 
 

  8.  God said there were too many men in his army so he told Gideon to  

       choose the ones who 

 a. Held their swords in their left hand rather than their right. 

 b. Lapped water like a dog rather than knelt down to drink. 

 c. Used their teeth to tear into their meat rather than knives. 

 d. Wore their hair long like a woman rather than shaved their  

     heads. 
 

  9.   The final number of men in Gideon’s army was 

 a. 300      b. 500 c. 10,000      d. 22,000 
  

 10.  When Gideon’s army attacked he told them to blow their trumpets  

        and shout 

 a. Blood and glory  c.  For the Lord and for Gideon 

 b. Death to  Midianites d.  Vengeance is mine says the Lord 
 

 

From ‘Bible Trivia Challenge’, published by Barbour Publishing Inc.   

Used by permission.  (Answers on page 23) 
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Relaxation, face lift exercises 

& seated yoga.  
 

Tuesdays  1.30pm-2.30pm 

Green School, Church St, MD 

£5.50 per session  

Ages 50+ all welcome. 
 

These classes cannot currently be 

provided due to the latest        

government guidelines. 
 

When restrictions are lifted,  

the sessions will resume -                

watch this space!  
 

 Hazel Whitfield 

07974 520588 

hazel.whitfield2@gmail.com 

The Deepings Flower Club 

normally meet at  

The Priory Church Hall, DSJ  
 

Third Tuesday of the Month  

 7 for 7.30pm 
 

Due to current restrictions, 

we will be unable to meet for  

the remainder of this year. 
 

However, we are planning to 

resume meetings in February, 2021, 

provided restrictions are lifted. 
  

We look forward to welcoming back 

existing and new members then. 
 

Enquiries  

Sue Boardman 01778 349419 
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To everyone in the  

Parish and Church      

of St Guthlac,  

Market Deeping! 
 

Best wishes for a   
peaceful Christmas 
  and a happy 2021!  

  

   from 

Ashley Baxter 

and family 
 

South Kesteven District Councillor  

for Market & West Deeping. 

01778 344070        07799 077090 

a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk 

CREATIVE TOUCH 
PROVIDING MADE TO MEASURE 

SERVICES FOR ALL YOUR SOFT 

FURNISHING NEEDS. WE DO  

CONSULTATION, MEASURING,  

AND A FULL FITTING SERVICE. 
  

WE CARRY AN EXTENSIVE RANGE 

OF  FABRICS, 

POLES, TRIMS & ACCESSORIES. 

Please call  for   FREE ADVICE OR A  

COMPLIMENTARY HOME VISIT 

  

BENTLEY BUSINESS PARK,  

NORTHFIELDS INDUSTRIAL  

ESTATE, MARKET DEEPING  

PE6 8LD 
 

01778 345777 
     

email creative.touch@fsmail.net 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE    

creativetouchinteriors.co.uk 

N. C. CARTER 

ELECTRICAL 

Your Local Electrician 

Over 30 years experience 

  *Fuse Board Changes                                

  *Rewires 

  *Extensions 

  *Testing & Inspections 

                 and more……….. 
 

MOBILE: 07766 175319 

OFFICE:  01778 341853 
 

 Joinery 

           Special-

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED 

Being a long-term foster carer can be 

challenging but also hugely rewarding!  

If you think you could give a child or 

sibling group a loving long-term home 

apply to foster today at 

www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fostering  

or call 01522 554114.   

Thank you. 

mailto:creative.touch@fsmail.net
http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fostering
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Sidespersons’ and Lesson Readers’ Rota 
If you have any queries or need a swap and can’t find one, please contact  

Janis Hewitt, 341946, Convenor of Sidespeople.   Thanks 

DATE 8.00am 
 

10.00am 5.00pm 

Dec  6th Anne Guthrie 
 

Peter Hilton  ///////////////////////////////////// 

Readers Anne Guthrie Neal Bacon ///////////////////////////////////// 

Dec 13th 
Gordon Tyler Peter Hilton  Chris & Keith Warren 

Readers Gordon Tyler  Anne Sargeson 4pm  Christingle 

Dec 20th  Kevin Dawson Peter Hilton  
Joy Elliman &  

Dorothy Harriss  

Readers Kevin Dawson Fowler Family Christmas Service 

Dec 24th 11.30pm Kate Brown Kevin Dawson & 

Peter Hilton 

Dec 25th 

///////////////////// 
Janis Hewitt & 

Peter Hilton 
///////////////////////////////////// 

Readers ////////////////////// Nigel Bacon ///////////////////////////////////// 

Dec 27th ///////////////////// Peter Hilton  ///////////////////////////////////// 

Readers ///////////////////// Roger Green ///////////////////////////////////// 

Jan  3rd  Anne Guthrie Peter Hilton  ///////////////////////////////////// 

Readers Anne Guthrie Henry Roberts ///////////////////////////////////// 

 

Prayer for our nation by the Archbishop of York. 
 

Loving God, 

at this time of crisis, when so many are suffering, 

we pray for our nation and our world. 

Give our leaders wisdom, our health service strength, our people hope. 

Lead us through these parched and difficult days 

to the fresh springs of joy and comfort 

that we find in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Parish Registers 
  

Funeral 
 

Patricia Elizabeth Trott 
  
  

  

 

 

Answers to quiz on page 19:  

1) c         2) true        3) c     

4) She hammered a tent peg  

     into his temple.   

5) False    6) True       7) d              

8) b          9) a           10) c 
 

/ 

 

 

 

///////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

 

The murderer in Mystery Trail 1  

was Stephen Rogers.   
 

 

Rotas 

Flowers: 

Dec   6th, 13th, 20th  Advent 

Dec 25th & 27th  Team effort 

Jan    3rd  Julie Bacon 
 

Cleaning: the week beginning Monday 

Dec   7th   Joan Callaghan & Susan Muspratt  

Dec 14th  Joan Meadows & Pam Woods 

Dec 21st    Carol Harrold & Carol Cooper  

Dec 28th    Chris & Keith Warren 

Jan    4th     Jayne & Roger Stokoe  
 

Doves of Peace 



24 

 

Prayer of the Month 
 

God our redeemer, 

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary 

to be the mother of your Son: 

grant that, as she looked for his coming as  

our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him 

when he comes again as our judge; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday Services 
   

  8.00am   Said Holy Communion:  

     Traditional      

10.00am   Parish Holy Communion  

      (Modern, Sung:  

                   except 4th Sunday) 

10.00am    All Age Holy Communion  

      (Modern, 4th Sunday)  

 12noon    Baptism                                                  

                  (1st 
& 3rd Sunday, as arranged)               

  5.00pm   Evensong: Traditional                                                          

      (2nd & 4th Sundays) 
 

 

For the next magazine, during the first week of the month please contact;  

dorothy@harriss.me.uk with rotas, articles and reports and photos. Thank you. 

© Market Deeping PCC  

Army Chaplain’s memorial

mailto:dorothy@harriss.me.uk

