
 

 

 
 

St  Guthlac’s  Church 

Market  Deeping 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

A  Short  History &  Guide 

 
 

Price  £1.50 
For church funds 



1 

 

History 
 

The Parish Church is dedicated to St Guthlac, an Anglo-Saxon 
hermit, who came to the island of Crowland from the Monastery at 
Repton in 699 AD.  Formerly a Mercian warlord, he had then 
dedicated his life to religious study, counselling and solitude.  He 
died in 714 AD, aged about 40, and was made a saint. Crowland 
Abbey was founded in his memory some years later. 
 
There is archaeological evidence of bronze-age and Roman 
settlement of the Deepings area.  The Romans recognised the 
agricultural potential of the low lying land of Lincolnshire and built 
the Car Dyke, from the River Witham near Lincoln in the north to the 
River Nene in the south, to protect it.  The Dyke ran just 250m east 
of the Church along what is now Godsey Lane; land to its east was 
the almost permanently flooded and inhospitable swampland of the 
fens.  Thus, Deeping received its name in Anglo Saxon times as the 
deep place or deep meadow.  
 

 
 
The Domesday Book records Godfrey de Cambrai as holding the 
vast majority of Est and West Depinge. By the early 12th Century the 
land had passed to Richard de Rullos, a king’s chamberlain.  In 
addition to draining the fenland and introducing agricultural 
innovations, he erected a bank to exclude the Welland from the area 
up to the Car Dyke, and then beyond to include much of what is now 
Deeping St James.  As the village expanded along the bank, he 
converted St Guthlac’s chapel into a parish church. 
 
Richard de Rullos’ daughter married Baldwin Fitzgilbert de Clare, 
who founded Bourne Abbey, uniting the lordships of Bourne and 
Deeping. Baldwin also established a cell of Thorney Abbey at Est 
Depinge in 1139, endowing it with the churches of St Guthlac and St 
James.  It is possible that parts of de Rullos’ church are incorporated  

Three kilometres to the west of the Church runs 
King Street, the Roman road between Lincoln 
and the south. It could have been along this road 
to West Depinge that Guthlac travelled, then to 
make his way to Est Depinge, where he found a 
fisherman to take him across the water to the 
lonely island of Crowland. 
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in the present building, particularly the arch around the south door, 
which is thought to date from the 12th Century.  Thorney Abbey’s 
12th Century Relic List includes “St Guthlac’s Scourge” which may 
have come from this church. 
 
The original part of The Old Rectory, now two private residences, 
was built circa 1240 using stone from the former monastic buildings. 
 
Richard de Rullos’ granddaughter married Hugh Wake.  In 1308, 
Edward II granted Joan Wake, her son Thomas and their heirs a 
charter to “hold a market and fair for ever at their manor”.  This later 
resulted in the change of name of the village from St. Guthlac 
Deeping to Market Deeping.   
 
The most famous descendent of the Wakes was Joan Plantagenet 
(1328 - 1385).    She was better known as the Fair Maid of Kent, the  
lady whose slip resulted in the foundation of the Order of the Garter.   
 

 
 
In the Middle Ages, St Guthlac’s would probably have been served 
by four priests: the Rector (perhaps often away), the parish chaplain, 
the chantry priest and the guild chaplain.  These (with acolytes, 
servers, deacon and parish clerk) would have sat daily in the 
Chancel for the mass and the seven offices of the day.  The two 
parish guilds: - Our Lady’s, which owned the Guildhall on Church 
Street that became the Boys School, and - All Saints, which owned 
the Guildhall at Towngate corner near the Wake Manor, later 
amalgamated. 

She married Edward, the Black Prince, 
and was the mother of Richard II.  The 
will of Alice, Lady Wake, in 1398 
requests “to be buried in my Chapel in 
the Church of St Guthlac, Est Depynge 
near the body of my lord”. 

 
The church tower shows a portcullis, 
the Beaufort coat of arms. Lady 
Margaret Beaufort (1441 - 1509), the 
mother of Henry VII, lived for much of 
her childhood and the early years of her 
second marriage in the area. 
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In 1563, to remove imagery from the Church, as elsewhere during 
the Reformation, the Rood Loft and Screen were taken down and 
the wood sold together with vestments and candlesticks. At this time 
the Wake family’s Chantry Chapel, which was in the area of the 
Organ Chamber, would have lost its source of income for upkeep. It 
was still standing in 1664, but, by then, was probably dilapidated as 
its access to the church was blocked up until the 19th Century. 
 
Revd. William Colsel was paid twelve pence in 1594 - 1595 for 
"keeping and writyng" parish accounts. The present Parish registers 
were commenced in 1710, as all the earlier registers or "writyngs" 

were torn to pieces by the then Rector's wife who is described in the 
first register as "a woman of great passion, who blinded her husband 
by the same means". 
 
For thirteen years from 1710, Revd. Andrew Borrodale kept the 
registers with unusual care and restored some earlier than that date. 
 
During the Civil War (circa 1643), the Rector, Revd. Paul Prestland, 
was threatened with arrest by Parliamentary sympathisers for 
keeping more traditional practices so went into hiding. His family 
was evicted from the Rectory and his living sequestrated.  They 
sought safety in the Church, living for some time in the Ringing 
Chamber and relying on the charity of others.  Revd. Prestland 
regained his living 17 years later with the restoration of the 
monarchy, but the Rectory buildings were so dilapidated that, with 
his depleted resources, it took 8 years to restore them. 
 
In 1831 “a handsome brass chandelier, brass sconces, a surplice 
and pulpit cushion” were stolen from the church. The chandelier was 
found, but so broken and bent that it could not be repaired and was 
never replaced. George Denham was arrested in Stamford while 
trying to sell pieces of the surplice.  He was tried, found guilty and 
sentenced to death. However, this was subsequently commuted to 
transportation for life.  
 

The Nave was re-roofed in 1824. Revd. William Hildyard, Rector 
1829 – 1875, first unblocked the lower lights of the East window. 
Then in the 1840s, he refurbished the Chancel, fully repairing the 
windows, and then the rest of Church at a cost of £600, removing 
the box pews and the North and South Galleries, replacing them 
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with new pews; whitewashing the walls and removing the fire engine 
from the west end of the South Aisle to the Town Hall. In 1856 he re-
opened the arch in the Chancel’s north wall to provide more space. 
The church was first lit by gas for the Sunday evening service in 
September 1875. 

 
He also restored and extended the rectory. A keen educationalist, he 
gave the land and, in 1851,helped to build the “Green Coat School” 
for girls (who for a time wore green cloaks).  The “Green School” is 
now the Church Hall, and the local Church of England Primary 
School bears Revd. Hildyard’s name.      
 

 
 

tiled. The Church was re-seated with oak pews, the ends of which 
were carved with emblems of Crowland Abbey. 
 
The Altar Table and Pulpit were made of olive wood from the Holy 
Land given by a friend of the Rector, the Pulpit being subscribed for 
and presented by the Sunday School children. New hangings and 
altar frontals, embroidered by the Rector's family, were provided. 
 
The changes were not universally approved, one record bemoaning 
that to provide the additional accommodation “the church cluttered 
up with pews, even behind the font”. 
 

In 1878 the Church was re-opened 
after a major restoration taking 18 
months and costing £2,875.  Much of 
the cost was borne by the Rector, 
Revd. David Robertson, and his 
family.  The work included replacing 
the Chancel and South Aisle roofs, 
widening of the North Aisle, rebuilding 
the Wake Chapel as a new organ 
chamber and constructing the vestry. 
Plaster was removed from all the 
inside walls to expose the stonework, 
and decorative shafts added to the 
Chancel Arch. The floor of the Nave 
was  lowered to its  original  level  and  
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More recent modifications to the Church interior have been carried 
out to provide additional space for church activities and to enhance 
our worship.  These include: 

The Lady Chapel was re-ordered in 1989; the rails for the 
altar and the front pew being made from the two front pews 
which were removed.  

In 1997 a new screen was built across the northwest end of 
the Church to form a new Clergy Vestry, enabling the original 
Vestry to become the Choir Vestry. This screen is dedicated 
in memory of Canon David Davies, Rector 1962 to 1986.  

In 1999 two rows of pews were removed from the front of the 
Church and the floor area there was tiled.  The carpets were 
removed and the fine Victorian floor tiles were restored.  Pews 
were also removed from behind the Font and the area was re-
ordered and tiled in 2001.  

The Church was rewired and new lighting, CCTV and alarm 
systems installed in 2007.  

In 2014 the Tower floor was lowered to accommodate a fully 
accessible toilet and servery, and a screen installed across its 
arch. 
 

 
 

The Church owes most of its silver, dating from 1700 to 1894, to the 
generosity of the Hildyard family.  Many other gifts have been given 
to St Guthlac's during the past 50 years in memory of donors’ 
families and to beautify our Church. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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Guide 
 

The late 13th Century Porch contains two Norman (13th Century) 
stone coffin covers and an Anglo-Saxon (10th Century) interlace 
panel which could have been part of a cross. On the north wall is 
carved a memorial to those involved in the 1878 restoration. 

 

 
 

looking upwards to the tops of the arches, a raised line is clearly 
visible in the stonework on both sides.  This was the original roof line 
of the church before the Clerestory was added in the 15th Century. 
Both sets of arches have quatrefoil pillars; the arches to the north 
are Norman (late 12th Century) and Early English (early 13th Century) 
to the south. The Nave roof beams are supported on grotesque 
corbels. Walking up the Nave, notice the niche at the base of the 
middle arch of the north arcade with a hole where a relic may have 
been secured.  
 
The decoration on the Chancel Arch is a fine example of the work of  

 

 

 

James Fowler of Louth, who was 
responsible for many restorations in 
Lincoln Diocese in the 19th Century. 
The carvings at the bases of the 
decorative shafts and on the ends of 
the Choir stalls symbolise the change 
in character of the area when this 
Church was built, depicting that 
“where once there were bitterns 
amongst the rushes there are now 
partridges amongst the corn". 

 

 

The Entrance Arch to the church is 
12th Century with shafts having 
waterleaf capitals from the earlier 
building. The door is 19th Century but 
holds 13th Century iron tracery of 
slender leaf patterns, considered to 
be unlike any other medieval design.   
 
Standing at  the  centre  of the  Nave 
at the  west end  of  the  Church  and 
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In the Chancel on either side of the East Window are 14th Century 
carved canopied niches which contain early 20th Century plaster 
figures of St Hugh of Lincoln with his pet swan and St Guthlac 
holding his flail. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

that many have been surprised to find that it is created from mosaic. 
 

On the south wall, to the right, are the St Guthlac Windows.  These 
contain twelve roundels depicting scenes from the life of our saint, 
copied from the seven hundred year old St Guthlac Roll, held at the 
British Library.  The ordering of the roundels in the two windows is: 

 
Below the windows, are a piscina (14th Century), two sedilia (early 
16th Century) and an arch which are scrolled and crocketed, a priest’s 
doorway (hidden by a curtain) and a former alms window.  
 
Also on that wall is a memorial to the parents of Charles Hardwicke, 
an early explorer and pioneer of Northern Tasmania. 
 

 

  
12     10      8 
 
 
11      9       7 

 
 

 
6      4      2 

 
 

5      3      1 

 
 

 

7.  Guthlac is consecrated priest 
8.  He tells Ethelbald that he will be king  
9.  Guthlac’s last illness 
10. Guthlac’s death 
11. His sister Pega is brought to Crowland 
12. Guthlac is buried 

 

    1.   Guthlac with his sleeping soldiers 
    2.   He leaves his soldiers 
    3.   Guthlac becomes a monk at Repton 
    4.   He travels to the island of Crowland  
    5.   Guthlac builds his chapel 
    6.   He sees St Bartholomew in a vision 

Below the window, the 
beautiful Altar Reredos 
is an intricate mosaic 
depicting two kneeling 
angels in the pre-
Raphaelite tradition and 
a central stepped cross.  
This cross looks so 
realistic from  the  Nave  
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The north wall has an aumbry, a reset tomb recess with mid 13th 
Century carved stone coffin lid below and blocked arch, believed to 
be of the early Church, above. 
 
Our organ, built by William Hill of London, was installed in the 
extended former Wake family Chantry Chapel in 1882, at a cost of 
£339. It replaced a harmonium (installed 1875) which in turn had 
replaced a barrel organ (installed 1841) and church musicians.  It 
had two manuals and pedals, with thirteen speaking stops and three 
 

 
 

from the Heritage Lottery Fund. “A Celebration of Musical Moments 
and Memories of St Guthlac’s Church 1818-2019” gives details of the 

organ and its restoration as well as its predecessor instruments.  
 

 

Behind the organ is a memorial to Andrew Borradale 
who served in The Duke of Marlborough’s Dragoons, 
before becoming a priest and our Rector for 42 years. 
 
Looking up to the Chancel roof, which retains its 15th 
Century principals and rafters, you will note its six 
angel supporters with folded wings, carrying shields, 
books and scrolls. On close inspection these show 
traces of medieval colouring; the shield on one bears 
the arms of Baldwin Fiztgilbert.  

couplers.  It was extensively overhauled 
and restored by Hill, Norman and Beard of 
London in 1931-2 and 1968. In 1993 
Norman Hall and Sons of Cambridge 
undertook further refurbishment, including 
tonal modification and the provision of 
Swell Mixture and Great Trumpet stops. 

  
In 2019, the organ was completely 
dismantled and refurbished with significant 
improvements and additions made by 
Clevedon Organs (UK) Ltd at a cost of 
£66,000. A substantial grant towards the 
total project cost of £88,000 (which 
included commissioning music, producing a 
DVD for schools, a music history book, 
bursary and recital series) was received 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
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Looking back from the Chancel to the Tower, which was built in the 
1440s, you will note that its stonework is notably larger than that 
elsewhere in the Church. The shafts of the arch have bell shaped 
bases and octagonal embattled capitals. 
 
In the Tower there is a peal of eight bells, six of which were cast by 
Joseph Eyre of St Neots in 1766.  The tenor bell weighs ¾ tonne.  
The belfry was restored and the bells rehung in 1886-7 for Queen 
Victoria’s Jubilee. They were overhauled and re-tuned by Taylors of 
Loughborough and reinstalled in a new bell frame in 1989.  This new 
frame incorporated space for two additional bells.  In 1998, with the 
help of the Millennium Commission, these new bells were added. 
Cast by Taylors, they blend extremely well with the original bells to 
form the octave. 
 
The North Aisle accommodated a Guild Chapel for All Saints in 
medieval times; it now accommodates the Lady Chapel.   Above and  

 

 
 
 

 
 

The attractive stained glass windows 
were installed between 1878 and 1920. 
The most artistically significant is the 
Archangels Window in the North Aisle 
with its grisaille glass designed by 
Herbert Hendrie.   

 
The Victoria Window, installed in the 
South Aisle in 1898 to celebrate the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, shows kings 
and queens through the ages paying 
homage to the King of Kings. 

to the right of the Lady Chapel Altar is a black 
plaque commemorating William Goodale, a 
remarkable parishioner. Below this is a reset 
archway to the organ chamber, having a 12th 
Century shaft with waterleaf capital. To its 
right, above the piscina, is the entrance to the 
rood loft, which formerly crossed the Chancel. 
Towards the west of the north wall is the 
Parish’s Book of Remembrance.  
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“The Stained Glass Windows of St Guthlac’s Church and the People 
to Whom They Were Dedicated” gives details of all of the windows. 
 
On a wall at the West end of the North Aisle, behind the screen, are 
two painted boards which recognise various benefactors whose gifts 
combine for the relief and education of the poor of the parish. 
 

 
 
Moving outside the Church, the cross on the Porch roof, installed in 
1778, is copied from The Hermitage in Peakirk, where St Pega, 
Guthlac’s sister, lived. 
 
The clock on the south wall of the Tower was installed in 1763.        
It was extensively overhauled  and  a  new  self-winding  mechanism 
 

 
 
There are a number of gargoyles and grotesques; the latter include 
a rude one, on the south wall of the Tower near the Nave roof, and a 
Green Man, near ground level at the junction of the Tower and 
South Aisle. 

Lyall Seale, 2019 

The east end of the South Aisle, with its 14th 
Century piscina and aumbry, was probably 
used as the chapel for the Guild of Our Lady.  
Nearby, on the south wall is the Memorial to 
those who fell in the two World Wars. 
 
The octagonal Font is 14th Century, having 
shields and other carved designs around its 
basin and base. Originally these would have 
been painted, one shield still bearing traces 
of the Wake family’s arms.   

provided by Smith of Derby in 1996. The 
clock face was repainted and numbers 
regilded in 2016 and an improved self-
winding mechanism was installed. 
 
Also on the Tower, to catch the morning 
and afternoon sun are two early 18th 
Century sundials inscribed “The Day is 
Thine” and “The Night Cometh” on the 
south and north sides respectively. 
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Plan 
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Legend 

A  Porch (13thC)        

B  South Aisle (13thC)      

C  Nave (12th & 13thC) 

 & Clerestory (15thC)           

D  Chancel (15thC)        

E  Choir Vestry (1878)    

F  Organ Chamber (1878).  ..     

& Wake Chapel (13thC) 

G  Lady Chapel (1878)     

H  North Aisle (12thC & 1878)   

J  Clergy Vestry (1878)  

K  Tower (1440s) 

 1  12thC arch & 13thC iron tracery. 

 2  Niche for relic 

 3  Decorated Chancel Arch 

 4  Guthlac Windows 

 5  Reredos and Saints’ statues 

 6  Organ 

 7  Goodale plaque, Archangel Window & 
entrance to former Rood Loft 

 8  Diamond Jubilee Window & War Memorial 

 9  14thC Font 

10 Green Man 
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A History of the Fens of South Lincolnshire – W H Wheeler, 1896 

 

Organ refurbishment supported by  


