THE MESSENGER
SPREADING THE WORD BETWEEN THE GREEN FIELDS AND THE BLUE SEA

DECEMBER 2022

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL

at the corner of George Street & Knowle Street ☏ 01507 479 025
Sundays

10am to 1pm Salvation Army
(while their building is being renovated) ☏ 07469 658 338
Mondays

10am to noon Open Circle of Friends ☏ 01507 479 025
2 to 4pm Coffee & Chat with Flanders Friends ☏ 07793 203 666
7 to 8-30pm Coastal Community Chorus ☏ 01507 441 505

Tuesdays

10am to noon Line Dancing ☏ 07875 764 524
5 to 6pm Fun Tap Dancing ☏ 07833 140 219

Wednesdays

9am to noon Sensory Crafting Group ☏ 07756 596 099
1 to 3pm Line Dancing ☏ 07875 764 524
6 to 7pm Tap Dancing ☏ 07833 140 219

Thursdays

1-30 to 4pm Short Mat Bowling & Social Club ☏ 01507 441 505
6 for 7pm Bingo ☏ 07944 502 102

Fridays

10am to noon Open Circle of Friends ☏ 01507 479 025

Saturdays

11am to 3pm (term time) Little Gems Dance Academy ☏ 07535 667 753

ST CLEMENT’S CHURCH HALL

Church Lane, Sutton-on-Sea ☏ 01507 423 327
Monday to Friday

9am to noon Sandcastles Pre-School ☏ 07807 032 445

Mondays

9-30am to 12-30pm Short Mat Bowling ☏ 7455 823 732
2 to 4pm Barn Dancing ☏ 01507 442 785 / 07973 835 921
6-30 to 8pm Music Lessons ☏ 01507 442 669 / 07952 983 105

Tuesdays

10-30 to 11-30pm Pilates with Seasonal Sanctuary ☏ 07871 817 284
1 to 4pm St Clement’s Art Group ☏ 443 529
5-15 to 7-30pm It’s Not Just Aerobics ☏ 01507 441 705 / 07891 967 602

Wednesdays

10am to noon New Age Kurling ☏ 01507 473 905
2 to 4pm 2nd & 4th Wednesday in the month Caring Group ☏ 01507 622 852
6-30 to 8pm Music Lessons ☏ 01507 442 669 / 07952 983 105

Thursdays

2 to 4pm Women in Song ☏ 01507 441 560
7 to 9pm 1st Thursday in the month Sutton Railway Group ☏ 07376 728 243

Fridays

9-30am to 12-30pm Short Mat Bowling ☏ 7455 823 732

OUR CHURCHES
The Rector: The Revd Peter Liley

☏ 01507 443 948

St Mary's, Mablethorpe

LN12 2EW
at the junction of Church Road & Church Lane
Worship on Sunday at 11am
& Thursday at 9-30am

St Peter's, Trusthorpe

LN12 2PH
Sutton Road

Worship on Sunday at 9am
& Tuesday at 9-30am (usually 1662)

St Clement's, Sutton-on-Sea LN12 2JB
at the junction of Huttoft Road & Church Lane
Worship on Sunday at 10-30am
& Wednesday at 9-30am

St Margaret's, Huttoft LN13 9RD
Church Lane
Worship in the Church or the Village Hall
twice a month
on Sunday at 10-30am
2nd Sunday Methodist & 4th Sunday Anglican

St Andrew's, Anderby PE24 5YF Rectory Road
Worship on Sunday at 9am

PARISH OFFICE
St. Wilfrid’s Hall,
East Street, Alford
LN13 9EQ for booking Weddings & Baptisms
usually open on Tuesdays from 11-30am to 3.00pm
& on Fridays from 11-30am to1-30pm
01507 464 855 or email office@alfordgroup.org.uk

The members of our Churches,
the Wardens, Ministry Team & Clergy
wish all our parishioners

A VERY HAPPY & BLESSED CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP OVER THE ADVENT & CHRISTMAS SEASONS
SUNday 11th December
2pm Carol Service with Handbell Ringers at St Margaret’s Huttoft
Wednesday 14th December
9-30am Holy Communion at St Clement's, Sutton-on-Sea
7pm Carol Service for the RNLI at St Mary's, Mablethorpe
Thursday 15th December
9-30am Holy Communion at St Mary's, Mablethorpe
2pm Carol Service for the Caring Group at St Clement's, Sutton-on-Sea
Sunday 18th December
9am Carols & Holy Communion at St Peter’s Trusthorpe
10-30am Holy Communion at St Clement’s Sutton-on-Sea
11am Holy Communion at St Mary's, Mablethorpe
3pm Carol Service at St Andrew’s Anderby
3pm Carol Service at St Clement’s Sutton-on-Sea
Tuesday 20th December
9-30am Holy Communion BCP at St Peter’s Trusthorpe

CHRISTMAS EVE
11-30pm Holy Communion at St Peter’s Trusthorpe
with mince pies in the Annexe from 10-30pm
11-30pm Holy Communion at St Clement’s Sutton-on-Sea

CHRISTMAS DAY
9am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s Anderby
11am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Mablethorpe

PRAYER OF THE DONKEY
(translated from the French)

O God,
who made me to trudge along the road always
to carry heavy loads always ~ and to be beaten always….
give me great courage and gentleness.
One day let somebody understand me
that I may no longer want to weep
because I can never say what I mean and they make fun of me.
Let me find a juicy thistle ~ and make them give me time to pick it.
And, Lord, one, day,
let me find again my little brother of the Christmas crib.

THE
RECTOR
WRITES…
Maybe you have received (or sent) an
invitation which asks people to attend
the party and join the celebration (of
whatever life event it may be) but not to
embarrass the hosts with a gift.
Sometimes this is emphasised with a
clever pun along the lines of, “Give
your presence, rather than presents!”
Perhaps we should also apply this
maxim to our Christmas celebrations.
I’m not suggesting we abandon giving
gifts altogether (how else would I get
new socks?!) but certainly that our
emphasis should not be on the presents
wrapped in gaudy paper around the tree
but rather upon the baby wrapped in
swaddling clothes in the borrowed
manger.

And like all babies, he grew up. After a
spell as an asylum seeker (fleeing Herod’s
purge) he lived under enemy occupation
(by the Romans) in Nazareth in Galilee
with his parents Mary and Joseph.
Then, aged around thirty, he began his
public ministry, gathered his group of
disciples, taught, healed and travelled until
(about three years later) he was finally
arrested by the Jewish authorities, and –
illegally and unjustly – sentenced to death
by crucifixion.
Three days later he rose from the dead
and after a period of appearing to his
disciples, teaching them, reassuring them
and preparing them, he ascended into
heaven thus returning to his throne
on high. As I write this we are about to
celebrate the festival of Christ the King,
marking Jesus’ eternal reign over all
creation at the Right Hand of God.

Now if all this were simply some events in
human history around 2,000 years ago,
around 2,000 miles away then it might be
of interest, might even be worth a festival.
But then January would come and life
Of course all babies are special, but this would go on pretty much as usual.
one particularly so because he was not
One of the wonders of the Christian faith
only a human being, he was also divine:
is that it is so much more than this. For
hence his twin titles, “Son of man” and
God is not a distant, tyrannical figure.
“Son of God” – often used almost
Through the working of his Holy Spirit he
interchangeably through the gospels but
is right here alongside us in our time, in
also each with a distinct meaning and
our communities. More than that, if we will
properties.
allow him, he will actually come inside us
For as “Son of man” Jesus would
and direct us, guide us and empower us,
come to experience all that makes us
to live according to his teaching and will.
human: love, comfort, pain, need,
Put simply, we can live in his presence.
rejection, fear, anxiety, temptation,
So, as well as giving and receiving our
everything in fact except guilt (until he
Christmas presents this year, may we also
felt the weight of our guilt upon the
receive the presence of Jesus into our life
cross).
and allow him to be our Saviour, Friend
And as “Son of God” Jesus retained
and Guide, not just until January but for
the special power, knowledge and
the rest of our time on earth and then into
insight, as well as the purity, that
God’s eternal kingdom.
Peter
characterises the Godhead.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS: CHILD SHOEBOX PROJECT 2022
Thank you everybody for your wonderful donations this year for this worthwhile
project! I was able to deliver 39 boxes for their distribution,
which we have been told will be to Ukraine.
I’m sure we are all glad that the children
of that war-torn country will have
a moment of joy as they receive
these wonderful and unexpected gifts!
Donations just about covered all the expenses
of buying extra items and the delivery costs ~
the £5 per box which the charity requests from us.
Not very much when you consider how far they are going!
Thank you again, and Happy Christmas!
Liz Lilley (01507 440 039)

A CHRISTMAS CAKE’S
INTERNATIONAL INGREDIENTS!
It takes a lot of work to make a
Christmas Cake. Not just in the kitchen,
but all over the world.
For just consider the ingredients;
butter from New Zealand,
currants from Greece,
wheat from Canada,
cherries and angelica from France,
sugar from the West Indies,
oranges from Israel,
sultanas from Australia,
spices from Sri Lanka,
lemons from Spain… and so on!
When you think of it the whole world is working together to make your Christmas
cake. Perhaps one day the world will work together in the same spirit to produce the
trust and lasting peace that is the message and hope of Christmas.
AND WHY DO WE ASSOCIATE MINCE PIES WITH CHRISTMAS?
Apparently in the 14th century mince pies were
oval or cradle-shaped, like a manger, and often
had on them the baby Jesus out-lined on the
pastry. The filling was made with game, poultry,
beef, eggs and spices.
They were cooked to remind people of the
manger in which Jesus was laid after he was
born, and they were eaten quietly while people
thought about the Holy Child.

Today some of us make a silent
wish when we take our first bite of
a mince pie.
It may sound a little superstitious
but it helps to remind us of the
origin of mince pies and the real
meaning of Christmas.
~ Thoughts passed on from
Anne Wilford

WARM SPACES
CHURCHES TOGETHER HAVE ARRANGED A WEEKLY PROGRAMME
OF FREE ACTIVITIES FOR ALL TO ENJOY THIS WINTERTIME
… A way to cut down heating bills AND enjoy good company at the same time!
Mondays
10am to noon at St Mary’s Church Hall Open Circle of Friends
4 to 6pm at Hope House Tea Time
7 to 10pm at 4 Cs Mablethorpe High Street Night Life Café (see below)
Tuesdays
9-30am to 12-30pm at Hope House Open House & Lunch
Wednesdays
9-30am to 12-15pm at Hope House Open House & Snacks
7 to 10pm at 4Cs Night Life Café (see below)
Thursdays
9-30am to 12-30pm at Hope House Open House & Crafts
9-30am to 12-30pm at St Peter’s Victoria Road Games & Soup & Roll
10am to 4pm at the Salvation Army Coffee Morning
6-30 to 9pm at EFC Trusthorpe Road Games & Refreshments

Fridays
10am to noon at St Mary’s Hall Open Circle of Friends
1 to 3pm at EFC Trusthorpe Road Bingo & Refreshments
Saturdays
10am to 4pm at the Salvation Army Coffee Morning

The Night Life Café
which operates in the Overboard Church’s premises that used to house
Barclays Bank on Mablethorpe High Street is an initiative linked with
the City of Lincoln’s ACTS TRUST
“Empowering People to End Poverty”
and the idea of the Café is to supply a welcoming place
for those who are lonely of a night, but can’t (or don’t want to) visit a pub.
https://www.actstrust.org.uk/night-light-cafes/

► OTHER WARM AND WELCOMING PLACES ◄
are being provided at
THE COASTAL CENTRE 32 VICTORIA ROAD, MABLETHORPE
& TIDE TURNERS 44 SUTTON-ON-SEA HIGH STREET.

The Lincolnshire Community and Volunteer Service LCVS
has recently appointed a new worker to help in these two Community Hubs
and so has the ELDC’s AGING BETTER Team…
while Platform Housing has supplied computers
for those who haven’t such facilities at home.
VOLUNTEERS are now needed to help in these two Community Hubs
and if you could lend an hour or so of your time
please contact Adrian on 01507 443 327.

THE RETURN OF TWO “OLD FAVOURITES”
As part of returning to normal after the rigours of the
Covid-19 epidemic (whilst recognising that it has not
gone away!) we are planning to restart two activities
which had to be suspended when lockdown struck.
And roughly once
Roughly once a month we will hold
a week we will hold
A SERVICE OF WHOLENESS AND HEALING
A PRAYER LUNCH
where we pray especially for those with problems
where a simple meal (soup
(be that illness or other issues) and people are
and roll) is followed by a
invited to receive the laying-on of hands and
time of prayer together. This
anointing with oil (either for themselves or for
will take place on various
someone they care about). These Wednesday
days and in various places
evening services will be shared with the Alford
(so that as many as possible
Group of Churches and so will alternate between
have the chance to attend).
their Churches and ours.
For details of both these activities, keep an eye out
on our website, noticesheets and noticeboards.

THE COVER PHOTOGRAPH
of this issue of THE MESSENGER
It was supposedly St Francis of
Assisi who had the idea of creating
a crib scene underneath a church’s
altar … and the cover photo is of
one I created at St Clement’s a year
or so ago. For my 80th birthday our
son & daughter gave me a new
computer which generates titles for
photos.. and this one, when I copied
it for the magazine, it called….
“indoor cluttered furniture on dining table”

And actually it wasn’t too far out as the
altar is sort of dining table, while that
year, to create the stable I found in
the church two old books buried
away: and if you look carefully at
their titles you’ll see they form
two parts of a “Dictionary of Christ
and the Gospels”. I thought they
would provide apt bookends for the
moment that “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us…”
… the One we hail in the carol singing
“Alpha and Omega he!”

~ Adrian

2023 WILL BE THE
70TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE 1953 FLOOD
Pictured here on the
occasion of the 30th
anniversary is the Duke
of Edinburgh attending
the service at St Mary’s
Mablethorpe whose vicar
then was the Revd
David Woods and in the
front row is H.J.H. Dyer,
Head of the Queen
Elizabeth Grammar
School, Alford ~ after
whom Peter Dyer Court
is named.
Watch out for the 2023 commemorations in the Mablethorpe Library and Meridale!
The Duke (whose helicopter landed at Tennyson School) visited the RNLI station,
and members of the lifeboat crew were at the St Mary’s service.
For many years there has been a warm association between RNLI and St Mary’s.
Previous Vicars have even been out in the lifeboat (though the present incumbent
keeps his feet firmly on dry land!) This year, as in the past, there will be a Carol
Service here in aid of the RNLI Lifeboat at 7pm on Wednesday 14th December.
Come along and join in the traditional carols and readings followed by refreshments.

THE CARING GROUP
We continue to meet at St Clement’s Church Hall, usually on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month from 2 to 4pm. Our meetings vary – speakers, outings,
games – and always tea and biscuits, and a raffle which helps pay for the outings.
This year it has paid for our refreshments when we visited the Dunes Theatre and
learnt all about its history (fascinating - thank you Paddy!), two visits to Poplar Farm
for craft and cream scones (yummy - thank you Helen!)
<<<<< There’s an example here of some of the craft made on on one of those visits
…and proceeds from the raffles also contributed a £10 sub towards the cost of our
Christmas Lunch at Seacroft (always a lovely time - thank you Steve!).
Our last meeting this year is our Carol Service in St Clement’s Church at 2pm on
Thursday (NB) December 15th, when the Women in Song choir will join us, led by
Anne Wilford and accompanied by David Richardson on the organ.
Anyone is welcome to join us for this, and for all our meetings.
We meet again on Wednesday January 11th at 2pm in the hall, when Nicola and/or
Gina will be coming to speak to us from the “Carers First” organisation, with lots of
advice and tips for us.
More info: Christine Collins 01507 622 852

St Clement’s Church Hall:

THE RENOVATIONS STAGE ONE

THE SANDCASTLES PRE-SCHOOL
From the gate to the garden - a new look,
with new areas to play and sit

The new toilets for the pre-school were
finished, apart from the partition and
doors to the two cubicles, in time for
the new term in September, and so
was the extra garden/ outdoor play
area, as the photos show.
The DIY help from Jackie and Neil was much
appreciated… and we are extremely grateful to
all those who have donated money and time so
far, with especial thanks to our grant-givers:
the Coastal Community Challenge
and the Bernard Sunley Foundation.

The new corridor
The Ladies toilets are finished
apart from a good clean up and
should soon be in use again.
But there are still more things to be
done to complete the project: and
these are listed on the next page!

St Clement’s Church Hall:

THE RENOVATIONS STAGE TWO
To complete the project there are still
more things to be done…
A new entrance door to the main hall
on the side of the building

New front doors and the blocking off
the current corridor to the main hall
The creation of a new corridor from
the main hall to the main toilets
The installation of a new fire exit on
the “window” wall of the main hall
with a wheel chair friendly path to
the assembly point, blocking up the
existing fire exit which opens onto
the children’s play area
The division of the current very large
kitchen to create a small kitchen /
privacy area for the pre-school and a
larger kitchen area for the main hall,
and re-fitting both kitchens.

A DIALOGUE
from a church nativity play,
written, directed and acted
by a class of nine-year-olds…
The play opened with the scene at the inn.
(Joseph and Mary have asked for a room
overlooking Bethlehem.)
Innkeeper:
“Can’t you see the ‘No Vacancy’ sign?”
Joseph:
“Yes, but can’t you see that my wife is
expecting a baby
any minute?”
Innkeeper:
“Well, that’s not
my fault.”
Joseph:
“Well, it’s not mine
either.”

We have a little money left but
need to apply for more grant
funding to complete everything.
Further info from Martin Collins,
Church Warden. 01507 622 852

FRESH THINKING
The community of ST PETER’S
TRUSTHORPE is trying new ideas to
promote its Church.
One of them is to enter the East Midlands
‘In Bloom’ annual competition. After several
years of trying hard to win the main award
they finally did it in 2022 and took first place
as the ‘In Bloom’ Coastal Village award
presented in Loughborough Town Hall.
The cut-glass rose ball was presented for
efforts featuring the village’s achievements
for Community Inclusion, Environment and
Conservation together with Floral and
Horticulture.

~ supplied by
Anne Wilford

This issue of

THE MESSENGER
has been printed at Mablethorpe’s
COASTAL CENTRE
For the next issue
please send info & photos
(or snippets like Anne’s above)
to adriansosfirst@gmail.com
or ring Adrian with ideas on
01507 443 327

Well done to all the local businesses
who helped, Phil and his team at
The Springs, residents in the village,
the Trusthorpe Clangers Bell-Ringing
Group who maintain the community
gardens, the Village Hall, the Methodist
Chapel and St Peter’s Church in
Trusthorpe.
SEE THE PHOTOS
ON THE BACK PAGE!

WELL
DONE
ST
PETER’S!
See Diana Povah’s
account on the previous
page on how the
In Bloom Award was won!

