PARISH NOTES AND PRAYERS
Sunday 9th JANUARY 2022

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
When the Lord had been baptized, the heavens opened, and the Spirit came down like a dove to rest on
him. Then the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, with him I am well pleased.
MATTHEW 16-17

Dear friends,
We continue today in our season of Epiphany, which means a
time of revelation, by celebrating the occasion of Jesus’
baptism. It revealed who Jesus was and who we too can
become, through the baptismal waters. All very appropriate for
a new year, when we seek to make a new start and deepen our
connections with one another and with Our Lord.
As ever, do get in touch with me if you would like a chat, or
need a helping hand.
Fr James
james.robinson@lincoln.anglican.org

01507 604215

A Prayer of Preparation

A

lmighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect for the Week

O

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit: grant to us, who are born again by water and
the Spirit, that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN.

Bible Reading

LUKE 3

A

s the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered
all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.’ Now when all the people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
God speaks directly to us through his holy word. Take some time to
hear him this week. Still yourself. Breathe .Then read the above
passage slowly. Does any particular word or phrase strike you? If so,
repeat it to yourself and use it to form a prayer.

Thought for the week
Today we celebrate Jesus’ baptism. It is a feast we celebrate now, in this season of
Epiphany, because, like the arrival of the kings, it is seems as a moment of revelation. In
this passage, Jesus’ full identity, as the Son of God, is revealed. And at the same time,
Christ baptism should be seen as closely associated with his birth, which were have of
course just celebrated at Christmas. It encourages us to see baptism as a second birth; a
rebirth. As Jesus himself would describe it in John’s Gospel: ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one
can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.’ (John 3.6)
The way in which Jesus describes baptism in that passage is precisely how it is portrayed
in our Gospel account. An event that involves both the work of water and of the Holy
Spirit.

The Spirit is described as having taken on the form of a dove. What does this make you
think of, from elsewhere in the Bible? Surely the story of Noah? The end of the great
flood is announced to Noah by the appearance of a dove carrying an olive branch in its
beak(Genesis 8).
So the Holy Spirit here, as the dove, descends on Christ as the olive branch, the new
creation that has emerged out of the waters of baptism; waters which have drowned the
sin within us, washed us and allowed us to be reborn.
The connection between Christ’s baptism and his birth in Bethlehem is further enhanced
by the proclamation by God that Jesus is his Son.

All of this shapes how we should understand and own our own baptism. It is not just a
pretty ceremony. It is a spiritual event, that signifies a completely new start, akin to a
second birth, partly because of the cleansing of previous and inherited sins, but also
because of us taking on a new identity. We too become son’s, daughters, children of God.

In other words, Christians. We were not before. Nobody inherits their Christian state. It is
far more democratic than that, and open to all who seek it, rather than those few who
already have it in their blood. It is acquired through baptism, and all who have been
baptised should recognise the immensity of the transformation that has been achieved
through it.
Which is why today in Church we reaffirm our baptismal vows. We restate our Christian
identity as our primary identity and governing purpose of our life. We live in an age when
a great deal of weight is given to identity; identity grounded in one’s race, or gender, or
job, or status. People are not just defined by these categories; they can be energised by
them. They find in them meaning and direction. We need to find similar purpose and
beauty and energy in our identity as baptised people: an identity that swallows up anything
else we might be. To the suffering it brings a particularly necessary perspective: a reminder
that whatever else might be going on in your life, be it sickness, unemployment, isolation,
or frustration, we are defined above all and in the eyes of God as his baptised child, born
of the Spirit. This is an identity that does not fade with time, or undergo any performance
review. It is who we are, forever.
We are not just flesh and bone, and random bits of biology, in competition with one
another. We are part of a spiritual realm.
Identity, purpose and perspective. All of these we reflect upon today. And all are given a
particularly powerful shade by the line that follows the account of Jesus’ baptism in our
Gospel. For then, Luke writes, ‘the heaven was opened’.
For us, heaven has been opened, and has given birth to us. Life has taken on another
dimension and destiny, a spiritual one. The way in which Christ’s baptism is described sets
the pattern for our own lives as baptised people. Whereby everything physical event or
thing relates to a heavenly or spiritual one. How God communicates his love for us
through creation, in order to lead us beyond it. As the priest theologian Pierre Tielhard
de Chardin said:
‘We are not human beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual beings having a
human experience.’
This is the ‘epiphany’, the revelation that Christ’s baptism and ours unveils to us. Yet all
too often and easily we dismiss or demote the spiritual aspect of ourselves and our lives,
and refuse to look beyond the material and trivial. But this is to deny our true selves, and
our deepest needs and desires. To pray, to worship, to conform our lives to that higher
calling is not some hobby or occasional whim: it is the most important and vital thing we
can do. The baptism which we recall today reminds us that God is not far from us, distant
or ignorant of us. Heaven is open to us. We are already part of God. May we live and die,
and treat one another, in a way that is worthy of that dignity, and may we prayerfully and
joyfully discern what God is asking of us today.

For your prayers
A prayer of renewal, as we remember our baptismal vows at the start of this new year:
Almighty God,
in our baptism you have consecrated us
to be temples of your Holy Spirit.
May we, whom you have counted worthy,
nurture your indwelling Spirit with a lively faith,
and worship you with upright lives;
through Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Praying for the sick, we are asked to pray by name for
Yvonne Waldren Betty Allen Malcolm Boot Ken Patience
Arthur Boot Pat Martin Wendy Lamb
Rev’d Moira Davis John and Audrey Clark
Praying for those who have died, we pray by name for
Desmond Tutu

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

NOTICES
UPCOMING SUNDAY WORSHIP
SUNDAY 9TH JANUARY
BAPTISM OF CHRIST
11am HOLY COMMUNION
ST NICHOLAS, SWABY

SUNDAY 16TH JANUARY
2ND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
11am HOLY COMMUNION
ALL SAINTS’, LEGBOURNE

SUNDAY 23RD JANUARY
3RD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
11am HOLY COMMUNION
ST MARTIN’S, WITHCALL

SUNDAY 30TH JANUARY
CANDLEMAS
11am HOLY COMMUNION
ST ANDREW, SOUTH
THORESBY

VIRTUAL WORSHIP
Weekly updated worship resources are available from the Parish of Louth website:
https://www.teamparishoflouth.org.uk/home-church-resources/
And for live streamed/recorded services, the Louth Parish Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/pg/louthchurch/videos/?ref=page_internal
There are all sorts of other ways to participate in prayer and worship from your homes.
However the best thing may be to set aside 15-30 minutes a day, morning and evening, to
immerse yourself in the scriptures. To join in with the Bible reading that will be
happening at morning prayer I include below the readings for the week.

Old Testament

New Testament

Genesis 1.1-19

Matthew 21.1-17

TUES 11th January

Genesis 1.20-2.3

Matthew 21.18-32

WED 12th January

Genesis 2.4-end

Matthew 21.33-end

Genesis 3

Matthew 22.1-14

Genesis 4.1-16, 25-26

Matthew 22.15-33

MONDAY 10th January

THURS 13th January
FRI 14th January

Prayer for the Week Ahead

L

ord of all time and eternity, you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as
Father in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth through the waters of the new
creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN

