ST PETER AT GOWTS CHURCH
September 2nd 2018

14th Sunday after Trinity.
10am Sung Eucharist

Readings
First reading; Deuteronomy ch4 v1-2,6-9
Second Reading; James ch 1 v17 –end
Gospel; Mark Ch. 7 v 1—8, 14-15,21-23
Hymns
Introit;

EH 388

Please pray for;
the sick; Fred Bowskill, Kathy
Cullimore, Joshua Dickenson, Pam
Goodman, Elizabeth Graham, Joy Gray,
Mandy North, Claire O’Neil, Mary Quincey, Stuart Rose, Tim Wheeldon.
Years Mind;

Jesus shall reign
Gradual;

7 George Honeyman

EH 464
Thou art the way

•

Father hear the prayer we offer
Communion; EH 307 (omit v 2&3)
Sweet sacrament divine
Post Communion EH 486
We have a gospel to proclaim

•

Offertory;

EH 357

•
•
•

Collect
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

•
•

The Catholic Church (Pope Gregory
3rd)
The staff and pupils of our schools
beginning a new term this week.
Those who work with charities helping to alleviate world poverty. (5th)
The Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(8th)
The volunteers helping to open
buildings for Heritage open days.
Those caught in a debt cycle of payday loans
Those children suffering from Cancer. (Awareness month)
Priest in charge:
Revd Jeremy Cullimore.
The Vicarage,
Sibthorp St, Lincoln.
tel 01522 542908
email; jscullimore@btinternet.com.
Lay ministry
Mrs Mary Rose
Church Wardens
Mrs Mary Rose,
Tony Frecklington
Hall bookings & baptisms
01522 874685 sue.freck@ntlworld.com

Events this week
4th
Tuesday 10am
5th
Wednesday
6th
Thursday

Women’s social group
10am Keep fit
1pm
Prayer shawl meeting.
2pm
Women’s Fellowship
10 –2 Heritage Open Day
10am Sung Eucharist

8th
Saturday
9th
Sunday
Regular monthly events
1st Thursday
2pm
1st Saturday
10am
3rd Monday
7pm

church hall
church hall
Central Methodist
Church Hall
Church
church

Women's Fellowship
Coffee Morning
CAMEO (social games evening)

church hall
church hall
church hall

Earlier in the summer, one of my oldest friends suddenly died. Michael has known me since I was
eighteen. He was an inspiration for me, first in becoming an active Christian, and secondly as I explored a call to ordination. He has been there for me for over twenty-five years.
It goes without saying that I will miss Michael very much.
He taught me two things above all.
The first is about the importance of praying for people, and of allowing oneself to be prayed for.
Michael was hugely disciplined in his prayer. He kept a diary so that he could make sure that he would
pray for people regularly. He remembered their birthdays, and included these and other significant
events in his praying. Most importantly, he was very down to earth about his prayer life. For him, it
was akin to washing his face or brushing his teeth: something that he did regularly and without fuss,
because it was important to do. And as he did to others, so he drew prayer from them in return.
I very much doubt that I will ever be as disciplined in my prayer as Michael was: but I try to be.
The other thing that Michael taught me was about generosity. He was generous with his time, he was
generous with his hospitality, and he was generous with his money. He didn’t have much, but from
what he had, he gave very generously indeed. And the Church, the Body of Christ, received from his
generosity. Working always in poor parishes, Michael’s generosity inspired other people to be generous. His churches always paid their parish share. Not for him or his congregations an argument that
‘others aren’t contributing, so why should we?’, or a suggestion that ‘we need to put our own house
in order before we think about anyone else’. To Michael, the diocese was a family of parishes, and in a
family everyone supported everyone else. His attitude was remarkably liberating, rooted as it was in
the knowledge that God had given generously to him, so it was his joy to give generously to God’s
people. I very much respect this unselfconscious attitude to money, and pray that I may grow in it
myself.
So, uncertain though I am about the discipline and quality of my prayer, I am certain that Michael’s
example of generosity challenges me every time I worship: do I have the simple, gracious, generous
dependence on God that he had, and am I as generous with my time, my hospitality and my money as
he was with his? If I am not yet satisfied about any of these things, then here are things that I can do
something about.
In September, as the harvest that began at Lammas during high summer comes to its end, I will be
thinking about the different gifts that I have been given, and about my opportunities to use those gifts
in the service of the gospel: gifts of prayer, gifts of time, gifts of friendship and gifts of money. And I
will be thinking about Michael, and continuing to thank God for him.
Perhaps you might join me in these thoughts, substituting for Michael whomever it is who has strongly and positively influenced you in your life and in your journey of faith?
With every blessing,
Bishop Nicholas

