Parish of Pointon & Sempringham

Church Secretary’s Annual Report
Calendar Year 2008
Prepared for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of 20th April 2009
Church Officers and other Personnel:

Priest in Charge:
The Reverend Anna Sorensen 
(installed 2003)

Churchwardens:
Mr David Hill 



(re-appointed 2008)

Mrs Ena Richardson


(re-appointed 2008)

Deanery Synod Representative:
Mr Keith King

(re-appointed 2008)







(Also Church Secretary)

Elected members of the PCC:
Mrs Liz Hill









(Also Billingborough Organist) 






Mrs Gerry Mason 







(Also Minute Secretary to the PCC) 
Mrs Janet Lambert 



(Also Foundation Governor – St Gilbert’s Primary)

Mrs Nan Davenport 
(elected 2002)


(Also Tourism Contact to the PCC)

Mrs Patsy King
(elected 2003)

(Also Church Treasurer & Co-Leader – Cornerstone)

Mrs Tina Wells
(elected 2007)


(Also Bell Ringing Co-ordinator)
Other voluntary personnel (eg those leading children's work, youth work, outreach work, regular church or churchyard maintenance) for whose services we are most grateful:

Mr Wayne Chessum (St Andrews grounds maintenance)



Mr Colin Clayton (St Andrews grounds maintenance) 



Mr Nigel Davenport (General maintenance)

Mr Michael Lingard (Christchurch grounds maintenance)

Mrs Frances Walton (Co-Leader – Cornerstone)

Mr Gary Cooper (daily locking & unlocking of the Sempringham gate)

Other paid personnel, giving regular services for which we are also grateful:

Pilgrim Mowers (St Andrews grass cutting & grounds maintenance)

Description of the worshipping life of the church, including the numbers of occasional offices (baptisms, weddings and funerals) and special services:

· The Parish has two church buildings:

· St. Andrews, Sempringham - the Parish Church
· Christchurch, Pointon - the Mission Church. 

· St. Andrews was only used for Special Events in the winter months, due to the absence of electricity, water and heating. 

· The following Worship Services & Celebrations were held in the parish this year:
	Date
	Sunday
	Time
	Church
	Service

	06/01/2008
	Epiphany
	15:00
	Christchurch
	Evening Worship

	11/01/2008
	Special Service
	11:00
	St Andrews
	Funeral

	13/01/2008
	Baptism of Christ
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	27/01/2008
	Epiphany 4
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Holy Communion

	Date
	Sunday
	Time
	Church
	Service

	03/02/2008
	St Gilbert' Eve
	15:00
	St Andrews
	Festival Service & Tea

	10/02/2008
	Lent 1
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	20/02/2008
	Special Service
	19:30
	Christchurch
	Healing & Wholeness

	24/02/2008
	Lent 3
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Holy Communion

	09/03/2008
	Lent 5
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	18/03/2008
	Special Service
	19:00
	Christchurch
	Compline

	22/03/2008
	Easter Eve
	19:00
	St Andrews
	Service of New Light

	23/03/2008
	Easter Sunday
	15:00
	St Andrews
	Evening Worship

	06/04/2008
	Easter 3
	15:00
	Christchurch
	Evening Worship

	13/04/2008
	Easter 4
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	27/04/2008
	Easter 6
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Holy Communion

	27/04/2008
	Special Service
	12:00
	St Andrews
	Baptism

	04/05/2008
	Easter 7
	16:30
	St Andrews
	Evening Worship

	11/05/2008
	Pentecost
	10:30
	St Andrews
	Benefice Holy Communion

	25/05/2008
	Trinity 1
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	01/06/2008
	Trinity 2
	16:30
	St Andrews
	Evening Worship

	08/06/2008
	Trinity 3
	10:30
	St Andrews
	Holy Communion

	21/06/2008
	Special Service
	
	St Andrews
	Wedding

	22/06/2008
	Trinity 5
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	28/06/2008
	Special Service
	15:30
	St Andrews
	Eucharist

	02/07/2008
	Special Service
	19:30
	Christchurch
	Healing & Wholeness

	06/07/2008
	Trinity 7
	16:30
	St Andrews
	Evening Worship

	13/07/2008
	Trinity 8
	10:30
	St Andrews
	Holy Communion

	27/07/2008
	Trinity 10
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	08/08/2008
	Special Service
	14:00
	St Andrews
	Eucharist & Admission to Tertiary

	10/08/2008
	Trinity 12
	10:30
	St Andrews
	Holy Communion & Baptism

	11/08/2008
	Special Service
	14:00
	St Andrews
	Funeral

	24/08/2008
	Trinity 14
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	24/08/2008
	Special Service
	16:30
	St Andrews
	Baptism

	31/08/2008
	Special Service
	14:00
	St Andrews
	Baptism

	07/09/2008
	Special Service
	15:00
	St Andrews
	Baptism

	07/09/2008
	Trinity 16
	16:30
	St Andrews
	Evening Worship

	14/09/2008
	Trinity 17
	10:30
	St Andrews
	Holy Communion & Baptism

	28/09/2008
	Trinity 19
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	05/10/2008
	Trinity 20
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	11/10/2008
	Special Service
	11:00
	St Andrews
	Interment of Ashes

	12/10/2007
	Trinity 21
	15:00
	St Andrews
	Harvest Festival

	22/10/2008
	Special Service
	19:30
	Christchurch
	Healing & Wholeness

	25/10/2008
	Special Service
	
	St Andrews
	Wedding Blessing

	26/10/2008
	Last of Trinity
	16:30
	St Andrews
	Evening Worship

	02/11/2008
	4th Before Advent
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	09/11/2008
	Special Service
	14:00
	St Andrews
	Baptism

	30/11/2008
	Special Service
	15:00
	St Andrews
	Baptism

	07/12/2008
	Advent 2
	09:00
	Christchurch
	Café Church

	14/12/2008
	Advent 3
	10:30
	Christchurch
	Holy Communion

	17/12/2008
	Special Service
	19:30
	Christchurch
	Carols @ Cornerstone

	24/12/2007
	Christmas Eve
	17:30
	St Andrews
	Crib Service

	28/12/2008
	Christmas 1
	10:30
	Christchurch
	Benefice Holy Communion


These services can be grouped as:
Weddings (2)

Baptisms (8)

Funerals (2)

Communion (6)
Special Worship (13)

Café Church (12) 
Other (8)
· The Parish has adopted Common Worship, and currently uses “Hymns Old & New” at St. Andrews and “Songs & Hymns of Fellowship 3” at Christchurch.

· Most services were accompanied by Electronic Keyboard, with the exception of Group Services & 2nd Sundays at St Andrews, where the Billingborough Organist played the manually pumped pipe organ. On these occasions, the Billingborough Choir was usually in attendance.

Special events for fellowship, outreach and fundraising:

· Following concern from villagers, and after taking advice, the PCC decided to remove the “pebbledash” repair carried out on the well in 2007 and rebuild with stone. The ensuing changes were well received.

· Cornerstone hosted representatives from the Local Authority in January – who gave advice to villagers on insulation and energy efficiency.

· The PCC had a successful away-day in January when we studied the “ECO Church” material at Edenham Regional House. 

· Our new practice of celebrating the Feast of St Gilbert with a Festival Service followed by tea (on the closest Sunday) continues to be well supported.
· The PCC arranged their fifth annual Quiz Night in February for Church funds.

· With the Sempringham Bells now being used regularly – the PCC signed an Annual Service Contract with Taylors, Eayre & Smith of Loughborough.

· The PCC again held a Christian Aid table-top sale, at Christchurch, on the Spring Bank Holiday Monday in May. 

· Following the suggestion that Stamford, Aveland & Ness Deanery be split up to just leave Stamford, we asked to join Beltisloe Deanery and were refused. Fortunately Lafford Deanery offered to take us on – a relationship which appears to be working very well. 

· Kate Witney entertained us with a very accomplished acoustic musical evening in June which, unfortunately, was poorly supported.

· Thanks to Nan & Ena - St Andrews was opened to the public on most Sunday afternoons throughout the summer.

· Our third Village Barn Dance was promoted by the PCC as guests of Colin & Ann Clayton at their farm on Friday 11th July. Over 100 people attended - with funds raised for the church and for Tearfund.  
· We marked the Lincolnshire Heritage Weekend in September with an Art Exhibition by the South Lafford Art Group which was both very popular and financially well supported. 
· We gratefully accepted 50 surplus wooden chairs (for Christchurch) from Aslackby Church during the summer, unfortunately they were riddled with wood-worm & had to be removed.

· We held our annual Harvest Festival, Auction & Tea in October.

· We have experimented with Eco initiatives at Sempringham throughout the year –– including a “natural” area (in the north graveyard) and plant surveys. A bat survey was negative.

· This year Cornerstone hosted 1 outreach evening event: “Carols At Cornerstone” in December. This was a mixture of refreshments, stories, readings and requested music - for those who enjoy the more informal events that Cornerstone promote at Christchurch.

· Cornerstone again arranged for their regulars to have a Christmas Lunch at the Old Ship during December. 

Other Milestones for the PCC

In January 2008 we began to realise that the Visitor’s Centre Project at Sempringham was hitting problems. English Heritage were not supportive of SEArch’s designs and we started to work through alternative layouts. 
By March it was clear that things were still not going smoothly – we negotiated a “risk share” with SEArch (such that we stopped paying invoices until planning permission was achieved) and arranged a “Launch Event”, for the villagers, at the Old Ship to explain what the project hoped to achieve.

In May we realised that SEArch had only just applied to the DAC for a faculty and we began to see that we were not getting the level of service from our Architect that we had initially hoped for. We agreed to continue and actively applied for funding from a number of sources in anticipation of permission being granted to proceed from the DAC and SKDC. The Launch Event had generated a number of offers of practical help that were most welcome and encouraging.
By July we started to receive feedback from various grant making bodies that they would not support a scheme with Architect’s costs of such a high percentage as ours. This set off a chain of events and discussions which led to the PCC dismissing the Architect and putting the project “on hold” - which was still the position at the end of the year.
Reqular events led or supported by the church (eq children's work, open church):

· “Cornerstone” opens each Tuesday morning. This is a drop-in for villagers and friends from 9:30 –11:00am in Christchurch.
· Ichthus (Youth Bar) closed at the end of February 2008 when no-one came forward to take over the Co-ordinator role when Keith King resigned after 5 years in post.

· From September, Christchurch opened its doors every other Thursday evening for coffee, chat, bar games and company
Provision for (a) child protection. (b) health and safety, and (c) disabled access to worship and events:

(a)
The Priest-in-Charge operates a “vetting” system for those working with or near Children. This system is operated on behalf of the PCC, but the details are not public to the PCC.

(b)
The PCC has adopted a full Health & Safety Policy and also a Policy for the Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults. 

(c)
Both church buildings are accessible to wheelchair users.
Any major forward planninq by the PCC for church improvements. new facilities or outreach:

· Following the previous decision to maintain Christchurch (and not allow it to decay) active consideration is being given to replacing the pews with chairs, installing a toilet and replacing the main “Apex” roof.
· Café Church continues to run monthly, offering its blend of informality and participation for its (currently) small congregation.
· We are pricing a phased re-building project for the Sempringham boundary walls.
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