Parish of Pointon & Sempringham

Church Secretary’s Annual Report
Calendar Year 2006
Prepared for the Annual Parochial Church Meeting of 19th April 2007
Church Officers and other Personnel:

Priest in Charge:
The Reverend Anna Sorensen 
(installed 2003)

Churchwardens:
Mr David Hill 



(re-appointed 2006)

Mrs Ena Richardson


(re-appointed 2006)

Deanery Synod Representative:
Mr Keith King

(appointed 2003)







(Also Church Secretary & Youth Co-ordinator)

Elected members of the PCC:
Mrs Liz Hill









(Also Benefice Organist) 






Mr Eric Iredale



Mrs Gerry Mason 







(Also Minute Secretary to the PCC) 
Mrs Janet Lambert 


Mrs Nan Davenport 
(elected 2002)

Mrs Patsy King
(elected 2003)

(Also Church Treasurer & Co-Leader – Cornerstone)
Although this report relates to the calendar year of 2006, it is appropriate to record that Mr Eric Iredale, a long standing Officer of the PCC, sadly died on 22nd January 2007 after a long illness.
Other voluntary personnel (eg those leading children's work, youth work, outreach work, regular church or churchyard maintenance) for whose services we are most grateful:



Mrs Frances Walton (Co-Leader – Cornerstone)

Mr Michael Linguard (Christchurch grounds maintenance)




Mr Colin Clayton (St Andrews grounds maintenance) 




Mr Wayne Chessum (St Andrews grounds maintenance)

Mr Fred Dawson (St Andrews grounds maintenance)

Other paid personnel, giving regular services for which we are also grateful:

Mr Steven Dodds (St Andrews grass cutting & grounds maintenance)

Description of the worshipping life of the church, including the numbers of occasional offices (baptisms, weddings and funerals) and special services:

· The Parish has two church buildings:

· St. Andrews - Sempringham is the Parish Church
· Christchurch - Pointon is the Mission Church. 

· St. Andrews was only used for Special Events in the winter months, due to the absence of electricity, water and heating. 

· The following Worship Services & Celebrations were held place in the parish this year:
	Church
	Date
	Time
	Service

	Christchurch
	01/01/2006
	10:30
	Benefice Communion

	Christchurch
	08/01/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	Church
	Date
	Time
	Service

	St Andrews
	08/01/2006
	14:30
	Baptism

	Christchurch
	22/01/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	03/02/2006
	19:00
	Compline

	St Andrews
	04/02/2006
	12:00
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	12/02/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	26/02/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	05/03/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	Christchurch
	12/03/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	26/03/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	02/04/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	Christchurch
	12/04/2006
	19:00
	Compline

	St Andrews
	15/04/2006
	19:30
	Service of New Light

	St Andrews
	16/04/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	Christchurch
	28/04/2006
	19:30
	Songs Of Praise

	St Andrews
	07/05/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship & Baptism

	St Andrews
	14/05/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	19/05/2006
	17:00
	Renewal of Wedding Vows

	St Andrews
	25/05/2006
	19:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	27/05/2006
	14:00
	Wedding

	Christchurch
	28/05/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	04/06/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	St Andrews
	11/06/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	25/06/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	02/07/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship & Baptism

	St Andrews
	09/07/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion & Baptism

	Christchurch
	23/07/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	30/07/2006
	10:30
	Benefice Communion

	St Andrews
	13/08/2006
	10:30
	 Benefice Communion & Baptism

	St Andrews
	26/08/2006
	14:00
	Wedding

	St Andrews
	03/09/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship & Baptism

	St Andrews
	06/09/2006
	19:45
	Evening Office

	St Andrews
	09/09/2006
	11:00
	Catholic Mass

	St Andrews
	10/09/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	23/09/2006
	13:00
	Baptism

	Christchurch
	24/09/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	01/10/2006
	15:00
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	08/10/2006
	15:00
	Harvest Festival

	Christchurch
	22/10/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	29/10/2006
	10:30
	Benefice Communion

	Christchurch
	05/11/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	St Andrews
	17/11/2006
	14:30
	Funeral

	Christchurch
	26/11/2006
	09:00
	Holy Communion

	Christchurch
	03/12/2006
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	Christchurch
	10/12/2006
	10:30
	Holy Communion

	St Andrews
	15/12/2006
	
	Funeral

	Christchurch
	20/12/2006
	19:30
	Carols At Cornerstone

	St Andrews
	24/12/2006
	17:30
	Crib Service

	Christchurch
	25/12/2006
	10:00
	Holy Communion


These services can be grouped as:
Weddings (2)

Baptisms (7)

Funerals (2)

Communion (23)
Special Non Communion Worship (6)
Evening Worship (9) 


· The Parish has adopted Common Worship, and currently uses “Hymns Old & New” at St. Andrews and “Songs & Hymns of Fellowship 3” at Christchurch.

· Most services were accompanied by Electronic Keyboard, with the exception of Group Services & 2nd Sundays at St Andrews, where the Benefice Organist played the manually pumped pipe organ. On these occasions, the Benefice Choir was usually in attendance.

Special events for fellowship, outreach and fundraising:

· We published a range of “Notelets” printed from original artwork by parishioner Jenny Appleby. 

· The PCC arranged their second Quiz Night in February and a fund raiser in September for the “Tom Busby Speech Computer” appeal.

· Betty & Barry Foston hosted their final Annual Strawberry Tea (in aid of the PCC) on Sunday 25th June. We thank them for their many years of hosting this major fundraiser for us. 

· A first Village Barn Dance was promoted by the PCC as guests of Colin & Ann Clayton at their farm on Friday 14th July. Over 150 people attended and, although not aiming to raise funds, over £600 was raised for the Air-Ambulance.  
· We produced Sempringham key rings from original artwork by parishioner Jenny Appleby. 

· We re-published John T Wilford’s booklet “St Gilbert of Sempringham”.

· This year Cornerstone hosted 2 outreach evening events: “Birthday Songs of Praise” in April and “Carols At Cornerstone” in December. Both were a mixture of refreshments, stories, readings and requested music - for those who enjoy the more informal events that Cornerstone promote at Christchurch.

· Cornerstone again arranged for their regulars to have a Christmas Lunch at the Old Ship during December. 

· The Benefice Ministry Team led a successful Alpha Course which started in September 2006. Three of our parishioners took part and found it to be a worthwhile experience. 

Other Milestones for the PCC

· New electric heaters, with thermostats & timers, were installed at Christchurch.

· Both “wings” of the Christchurch roof were completely re-roofed with fiberglass.

· Patsy & Keith (PCC members) were mandated as Lay Pastors by the Bishop in June.

Reqular events led or supported by the church (eq children's work, open church):

· “Cornerstone” opens each Tuesday morning. This is a drop-in for villagers and friends from 9:30 –11:00am in Christchurch.

· Ichthus (Youth Bar) continued to run on alternate Fridays throughout the year for the benefit of teenagers across the Benefice.

Provision for (a)child protection. (b)health and safety, and (c)disabled access to worship and events:

(a)
The Priest-in-Charge operates a “vetting” system for those working with or near Children. This system is operated on behalf of the PCC, but the details are not public to the PCC.

(b)
The PCC has adopted a full Health & Safety Policy. 

(c)
Both church buildings are accessible to wheelchair users.
Any major forward planninq by the PCC for church improvements. new facilities or outreach:

· Café Church is planned to be launched in January 2007 as a monthly service with a specific aim of making Sunday Worship as accessible as possible.

· An architect specialising in Autonomous Design is to present a potential Visitor Centre scheme at Sempringham to the PCC in January 2007.
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