Parish of Pointon & Sempringham

Annual Report

Including:

the examined accounts of the parochial church council

 and a commentary on the activities of the parish church

19th April 2004

Church Officers and other Personnel:

Priest in Charge:
The Reverend Anna Sorensen 
(installed 2003)

Churchwardens:
Mr David Hill 



(appointed……….)

Mrs Ena Richardson


(appointed……….)

Secretary:

Mrs Gerry Mason 


(appointed 2003)

Treasurer:

Mrs Patsy King


(appointed 2003)

(Also Co-Leader – Cornerstone)

Deanery Synod Representative:
Mr Keith King

(appointed 2003)







(Also Co-Leader - CHYPs)

Other ex-officio members of the PCC:

Elected members of the PCC:
Mrs Liz Hill

(elected…...……)







(Also Benefice Organist) 

Mrs Janet Lambert 
(elected………...) 


(Also Co-Leader – CHYPs)






Mrs Nan Davenport 
(elected 2002)






Mr Eric Iredale

(Took Gerry Mason’s Position 2003)

Co-opted members of the PCC:
Mr & Mrs Keith King 
(co-opted 2003

but now in ex-officio roles as above)

Other voluntary personnel (eg those leading children's work, youth work, outreach work, regular church or churchyard maintenance) for whose services we are most grateful:



Mrs Frances Walton (Co-Leader – Cornerstone)

Mr Linguard (Christchurch grounds maintenance)




Mr Clayton (St Andrews carpark maintenance) 




Mr Wayne Chessum (St Andrews hedge maintenance)

Mr Fred Dawson (St Andrews grounds maintenance)

Other paid personnel, giving regular services for which we are also grateful:

Mr Steven Dodds (St Andrews grass cutting & grounds maintenance)

Description of the worshipping life of the church, including the numbers of occasional offices (baptisms, weddings and funerals) and special services:

· St. Andrews, Sempringham is the Parish Church, with Christchurch, Pointon as Mission Church. 

· St. Andrews was only used for Special Events in the winter months, due to the absence of electricity, water and easily operated heating. 

· Worship took place in the parish throughout the year.

	Church
	Date
	Time
	Service

	Christchurch
	5th January
	15:00
	Evening Prayer

	Christchurch
	12th January
	11:30
	Communion

	Christchurch
	26th January
	08:30
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	4th February
	12:00
	Feast of St. Gilbert

	Christchurch
	9th February
	11:30
	Morning Worship

	St. Andrews
	20th February
	
	Funeral

	Christchurch
	23rd February
	08:30
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	7th March
	
	Funeral

	Christchurch
	9th March
	11:30
	Morning Prayer

	Christchurch
	23rd March
	08:30
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	13th April
	
	Baptism

	St. Andrews
	19th April
	20:00
	Easter Vigil

	St. Andrews
	20th April
	15:00
	Evening Prayer

	St. Andrews
	26th April
	
	Wedding

	St. Andrews
	4th May
	15:00
	Evensong

	St. Andrews
	16th May
	
	Funeral

	St. Andrews
	1st June
	09:00
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	2nd June
	
	Funeral

	St. Andrews
	22nd June
	15:00
	Evensong

	St. Andrews
	6th July
	10:30
	Benefice Communion

	St. Andrews
	12th July
	
	Wedding

	St. Andrews
	27th July
	15:00
	Evensong

	St. Andrews
	2nd August
	
	Wedding

	St. Andrews
	10th August
	15:00
	Evening Prayer

	St. Andrews
	17th August
	
	Baptism

	St. Andrews
	14th September
	11:00
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	14th September
	
	Baptism

	St. Andrews
	12th October
	11:00
	Harvest Communion

	Christchurch
	26th October
	08:30
	Communion

	Christchurch
	2nd November
	15:00
	Evening Prayer

	Christchurch
	23rd November
	08:30
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	7th December
	
	Baptism

	Christchurch
	7th December
	15:00
	Evening Worship

	St. Andrews
	11th December
	
	Funeral

	Christchurch
	12th December
	19:30
	Carol Service

	Christchurch
	14th December
	11:30
	Communion

	St. Andrews
	24th December
	17:30
	Crib Service

	Christchurch
	25th December
	09:00
	Communion


Weddings ( 3)

Baptisms (4)

Funerals (5)

Morning Worship (2)


Special Non Communion Worship (4)
Evening Worship (8) 
Communion (12)

· The Parish has adopted Common Worship, and currently uses “Hymns Old & New”.

· Most services were accompanied be Electronic Keyboard, with the exception of Group Services, where the Benefice Organist played the manually pumped pipe organ (at St. Andrews). On these occasions, the Benefice Choir was usually in attendance.

· Compline is shared at 17:00 on most Wednesday evenings at Christchurch.

Special events for fellowship, outreach and fundraising:

· The annual Strawberry Tea was hosted by Betty & Barry Foston in aid of St. Andrews on Saturday 6th July. 

· “Carols At Cornerstone” was an outreach event held on 12th December at Christchurch. The mixture of refreshments, drama, stories, readings and requested carols gave a non threatening start to the Christmas season for those who preferred something more informal that a traditional Carol Service.

Reqular events led or supported by the church (eq children's work, open church):

· “Sunday @ 7” was held on the third Sunday in the month throughout the year. This is the Benefice fellowship group, and met in member’s homes in both Pointon & Billingborough.

· “Cornerstone” opened on Tuesday 29th April 2003. This is a drop-in for villagers and friends from 9:30 –11:00am (originally 9:00 – 11:00) in Pointon Church.

· “CHYP” met fortnightly on a Friday night throughout the year. Based in the Old Methodist Hall, Pointon, this is the Benefice Youth Group run by Pointon & Billingborough members with the support of the previous and present Priest.

Provision for (a)child protection. (b) health and safety, and (c)disabled access to worship and events:

(a)
The previous & present Priest operate a “vetting” system for those working with or near Children. This system is operated on behalf of the PCC, but the details are not public to the PCC.

(b)
Sempringham has had two graveyard inspections during 2003. Competent persons have serviced the gas system and fire extinguishers. 

(c)
No specific actions have been taken in relation to disabled access.

Any major forward planninq by the PCC for church improvements. new facilities or outreach:

· The PCC approved the launch of the Cornerstone drop-in, and continues to host it as an outreach activity. Cornerstone is run independently by Frances Walton & Patsy King, but is accountable to the PCC.
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