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The Green School is currently unavailable for hire.  Check for updates via the link  

on the Church Website/Our Church Hall or email greenschool@stguthlacs.org 
 

Front cover photo by Caron Romaine - River Welland, Stamford Road section 
 

Cheques made payable to Market Deeping PCC.  Thanks 
 

mailto:greenschool@stguthlacs.org
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Hello all. I am delighted to be writing my first 

‘View from the Rectory’, having moved in a 

couple of weeks ago. I imagine most of you are 

quite curious about who your new Rector is, 

so I will spend this ‘View’ introducing myself. 
 

My name is Reverend Georgina Holding, 

though please do call me Reverend George. I 

grew up in the Grantham area of Lincolnshire 

and after attending University in Nottingham, I worked as a Parish Assistant 

at the Cathedral and Abbey Church of Saint Alban. I trained for ministry at 

Ripon College, Cuddesdon in Oxfordshire. During this time, I also         

completed a Masters in Applied Theology at the University of Oxford, and 

enjoyed spending a term at a theological college in South Africa. I then 

served my curacy in West Grimsby and have most recently been           

ministering as Team Vicar in the Brereton, Rugeley and Armitage Team 

Ministry, over in Staffordshire, in the Diocese of Lichfield.  I was Team Vicar 

there for six years and for eighteen months of this was Priest-in-Charge of 

the Ministry Team and the Parish of five Churches while there were no  

other full-time Vicars or a Team Rector. 
 

I very much consider Lincolnshire to be my home and am delighted to have 

moved back here. I have come here with my husband, our daughter and a 

cat. My husband Ian works in IT Support and our daughter is already enjoy-

ing settling into a local nursery. I enjoy rock music, travelling and gardening 

if I can find the time, and generally being outside in the sunshine with my  

family and friends. When we are able to do so, we particularly enjoy going 

as a family to local festivals for the day, especially if they involve food or 

music! 
 

I consider myself to be an enthusiastic, compassionate person, with a bit of 

energy (if you catch me at the right time of day!). I like to laugh, but of 

course know when to take life seriously too. I love ministering with all ages 

from young children to adults. I believe strongly in God’s love for all and am 

committed to an inclusive, welcoming Church. My ministry has led me to be 

involved with various aspects of life, including being a Governor at Primary 

Schools, being a Trustee for an almshouse charity, leading various styles of 

worship, serving on an Equality and Diversity Committee at a College and 

University, providing welfare at a music festival, taking a group of students  

The View from the Rectory 
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to The Gambia to provide support to communities in poverty, and       

supporting refugees and the homeless, to name a few things! 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your warm welcome, 

and to say thank you for all you have been doing during the Vacancy.  Both 

are very much appreciated indeed. 
 

I do sincerely hope you are all doing as okay as you can be during this   

awful coronavirus pandemic, and I am looking forward to meeting those of 

you I have not had the chance to meet yet when we can.  I am also, of 

course, very much looking forward to ministering here in Market Deeping 

as Rector at St. Guthlac’s. 
 

With prayers and best wishes, 

God Bless, 

Revd George 

 

 

Church Flower Notice 

How lovely that Church is now open for an hour each day for private  

prayer and reflection and that we can decorate with flowers again. There 

are flowers above the Memorial Book and on a pedestal on the chancel 

steps to welcome people and give a sense of joy.  The flowers are being 

sponsored currently by Rosemary and Clive Hilton to commemorate their 

wedding anniversary. Hopefully the pedestal picks up Rosemary’s brides-

maids’ bouquet colours - see a photo on the back cover. The golden tones 

in the Memorial Window commemorate Clive’s romantic gesture of     

presenting Rosemary with a gold carnation corsage in their early dating. 

We send them our best wishes on over 60 years of married life. 
 

The list of arrangers and sponsors is on the website and I will post a notice 

on the church porch notice board. Let me know if during Lockdown you 

have had any new ideas, particularly about how to be more eco conscious 

about our flowers.    
 

Anne Guthrie 

 

Flower Rota 

                          June 28th & July  5th        Sharon Gurney   

                          July  12th & July 19th        Joanne Fowler & Julie Bacon 

                          July   26th & Aug  2nd       Lynette Ford 
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Our community artwork displayed on 

the Green School fence has been a 

great success.  Children and adults 

have very much enjoyed creating their 

flowers with an encouraging word 

added and many appreciative       

comments have been received. 
 

Unfortunately, despite our best efforts, some of the pictures suffered from 

water damage and had to be removed so if you’ve not yet added to the 

display why not have a go now?  Create your flower(s) on an A4 sheet of 

paper, leaving a margin round the edge which can be trimmed off before 

they are laminated.  Deliver your finished artwork to Dorothy Harriss at    

1 The Orchard and she will laminate it and mount it on the fence.  
 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed so far -  

it’s really cheered people up! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we are unable to hold our usual fete this month, the Social Events 

Group are meeting soon to review fundraising for the rest of the year.  

Several ideas have been proposed and decisions will be made as and when 

the restrictions on the types of gathering allowed are lifted.  We will keep 

you all informed as and when firm plans have been made. 
 

Meanwhile, Joy Elliman has some zinnia plants and you can email her - 

joy.elliman@googlemail.com - if you’d like to know more.  We have a 

number of very nice jigsaws, the ones we bring out for coffee mornings 

which are mainly 1000 pieces.  Email Dorothy - dorothy@harriss.me.uk - 

and she will send you some photographs of them to choose from.  She is 

also going to start making her popular Lincolnshire fruit loaves, which again 

you can request by email or phone (see inside cover for her number). 

Also available are assorted books which will be offered in mixed bundles - 

lucky dip as to what exactly you’ll receive! 
 

For all of the above we request a donation to church funds.  You can also 

make a donation via the website: www.stguthlacs.org.uk - where you will 

find a link to the Give a Little site. 

 

Fund Raising 2020 
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Chester’s  Restaurant  ~ 

Fine English Cuisine in a relaxed atmosphere 

Open Thursday, Friday & Saturday evenings 

102 Church Street, Market Deeping                                           

   

Luxury En-suite Accommodation also available  

Reservations: Tel - 01778 344719 

Mulberry Home Care 
We provide a kind, safe and  

reliable care service to promote 
individual well-being and          

independence in your own home.   
 

 Specialist senior care   

 Personal care 

 Respite for carers  

 Convalescent support  

 Disability enablement 

 Meal preparation  

 Support for busy families 
 
Short-term, flexible or long-term  
commitment to suit your personal  

circumstances.  Please contact  
 

Dr Pamela Byrd: 01778 343 060 
www.mulberryhomecare.co.uk  

& 

Tearoom 

Open 9 ‘til 4 

Tuesday- 

Saturday 

 

Breakfasts 
Light Snacks and  

Lunches 
Homemade Cakes 

and a range of  
speciality food 

P.B. Plumbing                                 
Plumbing &                           

Heating Engineer   
Est.1994                     178689 
For All Your Plumbing Repairs 
Service & Repairs   
To gas Boilers, Cookers, Fires,  

Heating Systems. 
Also Cooker & Hob connections 

Approved  installer  for 
Water softeners & drinking water filters 

We now also accept 
most major debit / credit cards

 
Paul Badstevener 

46 The Grove, Market Deeping                        
Tel: 01778 348861 

Mobile: 07801585486 

http://www.mulberryhomecare.co.uk
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Churchwardens’ Notes 
 

Although there does seem to be some improvement in the COVID-19  

epidemic, it continues to dominate many people’s lives in some form or 

another. Once again, we pass on our heartfelt thoughts to you all in these 

troubling times. We hope that you and your family and friends remain well.  
 

We have two exciting pieces of news to report this month. Firstly, and 

most importantly, Revd. George was inducted and installed as our new    

Rector on 26th June and has now begun her ministry in Market Deeping.    

It is fantastic that, after a longer period of vacancy than anyone wanted or 

expected, we are now able to move forward with our new priest and   

pastor. 
 

The second piece of news is that, following the easing of some of the    

restrictions in place around COVID-19, we have been able to re-open the 

Church for private prayer. It is not possible to have the building open in 

the usual manner, but it will now be open for an hour each day of the 

week. The timing varies from day to day - see below - but please look at 

the website or Facebook page for any amendments. 
 

You will understand that we have had to follow strict guidelines to allow 

the Church to be open and ask that you follow the advice of the person 

on duty when you visit. There will always be somebody available should 

you have a pastoral matter that you would like to discuss. 
 

We pray that you and your families all remain safe and well. As ever, if you 

have any questions, please speak with either of us.  Nigel Bacon    Pete Hilton  

                 

                    Welcome Back 

 Church is now open for you to sit quietly in God’s   
 presence and pray for yourselves and others.   

 For the time being the opening hours are: 

    Monday     2pm    to    3pm 

    Tuesday   10am     to  11am 

    Wednesday                 5pm   to      6pm 

    Thursday    10am    to   11am 

    Friday      2pm   to    3pm 

    Saturday      2pm   to    3pm 

    Sunday      2pm   to    3pm   

Last minute changes may have to be made from time to time - 

please check posters and social media. 



8 

 

Sing-along-a-Skype! 

 The world has changed. Covid-19 has seen to that. 

The way we use, provide and produce music for our 

(now) cyber services has changed. Yes, Covid-19 has 

seen to that too. As a choir, we can no longer      

rehearse together, worship together, make music together. That is very 

upsetting for us all (congregation and choir alike). However, we still feel we 

have a role. We still want to keep in contact with each other and we still 

try to make music together. You may not see us on a Sunday (though some 

of us were delighted to be able to record the Gloria) but we’re still here! 
  

The title of the article sort of gives the game away. Since we cannot      

rehearse together, we rehearse separately. It both sounds and is rather 

strange. You see, trying to sing together using one of the now ubiquitous 

and much used video platforms (Skype, Zoom, Microsoft Teams, etc.) is 

chaotically funny. To understand the problem, you have to think about the 

time and distance the video signals travel (even at 186000 miles a second) 

to get from and to each of us. Via telecoms, file servers and probably even 

satellite links, it takes sometimes a second or two to reach others involved. 

By the time their voice gets back again, that’s another couple of seconds. 

Total CHAOS! Singing together just doesn’t work. So we sing separately. 
  

On a Friday evening, instead of traditional choir practice, those that can, 

join June and me on Skype for a weekly run through of the hymns chosen 

for Sunday as well as an anthem (that we do not sing on a Sunday). It’s fun 

and we enjoy it immensely. Everyone gets the music in advance of the 

‘practice’ so they are forewarned. We rehearse any parts that need it,   

occasionally sing through a new anthem and generally, with all the chit chat, 

have some fun. It is meant to be just that, fun! And, we have been delighted 

that Revd Mostyn Davies has been able to join us for a time of prayer    

before we close for the evening.  

  

It’s a means of keeping together, if only for a short time, sharing our faith, 

rehearsing for worship, enjoying each other’s company and, when singing, 

we all do it with microphones turned OFF. Yes, that’s right, we sing to  

ourselves! I play a keyboard I have at home so that everyone hears the  

music (as well as June singing the soprano part alongside me) and, from all I 

see on my monitor, everyone sings along lustily. Then it’s question time…. 

 Pete: “Any problems with the alto part?”                                                           

 Altos: “No it was fine thanks”. 

 Pete: “Did I hear a wrong soprano note?”   
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Sopranos: “Didn’t I turn my microphone off?” 

Pete: “Yes you did but I could see you sing a wrong note!” 

Everything descends into laughter. 
 

 

And so it goes (to quote Billy Joel). If you want to join the fun and can get 

on Skype, by all means send me an email to peter@away2sing.com and 

you can join our “choir”, singing lustily, praising God and in a way that, 

even with the very best operatic voice, no one can hear! 
  

One day, we shall again be able to raise our voices, together, in praise and 

worship and in church. Until then, we can all sing-a-long-a-Skype together, 

but separately on a Friday evening!   Keep safe …. and keep SINGING! 
 

Peter Davies: Musical Director 

 
The View From Outside The (No Longer Vacant) Rectory 

 

The title above says it all, really - at last the Rectory is no longer vacant, 

as our new Rector, Revd  Georgina (‘George’) Holding and her family 

have taken up residence, and her first Rectorial letter occupies its rightful 

place at the front of this magazine. 
 

When I first agreed, back in the autumn of 2018, to provide a monthly  

article to fill a small part of the gap caused by Philip’s departure, we all 

hoped this would be for a few months only. In the event, it has turned out 

to be for over 18 months, the last few of which have spanned the totally 

unprecedented period of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

I have been grateful for the opportunity afforded by the writing of these 

articles to share with you my thoughts on a variety of  subjects, and to 

draw on my own memory in a number of ways. My hope has been that 

what I have written has helped all of us to weather the long period of the 

interregnum, and especially the time of lockdown. Certainly I have       

received many appreciative comments indicating that this has been the 

case, as well as a few more critical ones where inevitably someone has 

disagreed with me.  But throughout it all I have enjoyed doing it, and am 

glad if what I have done has been of help and service to our congregation 

and community, our church family. 
 

So now I can lay down my pen (or rather my computer mouse) and join 

our welcome for Revd George as she leads us into a new era, which will 

be more different than we could have imagined just a few months ago 

when we first heard the good news that she was to join us.  Jim Pringle 
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An A - Z of Resilience in Lockdown: meditations by Archdeacon Justine 
 

Here are a few extracts from Archdeacon Justine’s series of reflections 

which were published daily on the diocesan website early in the lockdown.   
I found them incredibly helpful and uplifting, looking forward each day to the 

next one, so I am sharing a few of them here.       D.H. 
 

A is for Adversity: My diary has emptied of  

everything I expected to do this week. And the 
weeks to come have become blank, too. I feel 

as if all the pieces of my life are like a jigsaw 

puzzle which has been thrown up into the air. I 

don’t know where the pieces will land, or when, 
and I wonder, in a bit of a panic, which will end 

up being lost altogether.  When adversity strikes, shock sets in. I know this, 

of course. I know it will take time to process what is happening to me, to 

people near me, and to people far away. I know that the first step is        
accepting what the situation is, and naming helps us to do that. 
 

I’ve experienced adversity before, in different ways, as we all have. I have 

found that not only naming and accepting what is happening is important, but 

also knowing that “the name of the Lord is a strong tower” (Proverbs 
18.10). God is the one on whom I can call; for “God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46.1). I sense that, besides 

filling up my diary with offering help, while I am able to, I will ask God for 

help, not yet knowing what the picture will look like as the pieces land, but 
seeking to trust in the name of the Lord. 
 

D is for Desert: Some years ago, I spent some 

time alone in the desert. I went to the desert to    

retreat from the world. I was expecting it to be 
bleak and deserted, and it was.  The territory 

was harsh, and survival was a physical and a    

psychological challenge. I felt that the desert just 

didn’t care. I knew that if I didn’t pay attention to 
how much water I was drinking, or to my state of 

mind, I would grow weak and I would panic.  
 

Now, I find myself going nowhere, confined at home, not facing the vastness 

of miles of sand; but there are similarities. Streets are deserted; and I must 
pay attention to hand-washing and not give in to worst-case scenarios and 

panic. What helped me in the desert was looking up and out; I hadn’t ex-

pected the desert to be so beautiful, so spacious, the colours so intense. The 

landscape drew me in and nourished me, so that I could settle, pray, and find  
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 peace.  
 

Today, I can see the boldness of yellow daffodils, slanting sunshine, and a   
powder-blue sky. Spring is emerging; bulbs are bursting with colour; nothing 

will hold them back.  Jesus was led into the desert by the Holy Spirit. He  

struggled, but found not only temptations but angels who ministered to him. In 

the weeks he was confined in its borders, he prayed, and gradually his vocation 
emerged.  I, like you, have my own stuff to pray through. I hope that I can also 

be nourished by the season, by the unexpected beauty of place and time. 
 

 K is for Kettle: I am not finding it easy to know what   

 day it is. That happens on holiday or in a period of   
 sickness, but this is different. That the clocks have  

 changed and it is getting lighter makes it even harder,  

 because I have less grasp on the time of day, too. 

 I have a fancy kettle, which my daughter bought us for 
 Christmas. It has a 90º as well as the 100º setting,   

 which I can choose depending on whether I am making  

 coffee or tea. The “making a drink ritual” is thus a 

touch more complicated this year, but my  coffee tastes better. I’ve enjoyed 
the slowing down which the new kettle has brought, even though it is not to 

the standards of a Japanese tea ceremony. 
 

Now, however, I’m never at home alone, and the kitchen always seems to be a 

mess. Boiling the kettle for a cuppa ritual has extended to taking my mug and 
finding a place to sit and be still: the lounge, the garden, a windowsill. The 

Psalmist boasts of praising God seven times a day (Psalm 119.164). I don’t 

punctuate my day with prayer like nuns and monks do, and I don’t want the 

clock to rule my life. I can use my kettle to remind me to take time to be 
grateful for something I have enjoyed or done well, pray for someone. I can  

sip and pause, catch up with myself, and remember the   goodness of God.  
 

Y is for Yearning 

After weeks of being in, there are some things that I miss, 
like sitting round a table with friends or colleagues, and 

some that I don’t miss, like traffic jams. I am conscious of 

another, deeper sort of missing: a sustained and tender 

longing or yearning. It is quite specific - for people I love 
and haven’t seen for too long, or may even never see again. 

And it is a more general but focused yearning for the simple and good things  

of life to return, like having a coffee outside at a street café while watching the 

world go by.  Lockdown is not like war, because then, although there were 
curfews and blackouts, people could gather and interact in the ordinary ways 

in which a society does: at work, school, and socially.  In war, people long for 
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 peace, of course, and so do we - a peace which is more than the absence of 
war.  Peace, Shalom, means the integration of lives in mutual fulfilment and 

harmony; it is essentially creative, reconciling connecting. That is what we 

mean when we hear and say “Peace be with you.” 
 

My favourite psalm is Psalm 42, in which we find the deer yearning for the 

dried-up river beds to flow with water again. The deer yearns to drink, just as 
“my soul longs for you, O God”. The psalmist feels that God is not listening 

or doing anything, but, in feeling the yearning in prayer, comes through to 

“hope in God, for I shall again praise, my help and my God”. My yearning is, at 

least, threefold: to hold again those I love; to take my place as part of a wider 
peace, a new society; and to hope, in the steadfast love of God by day and at 

night, God’s song with me (Psalm 42.8). 
 

The complete series of reflections is available via ChurchTimesonline - simply 

click on Archdeacon Justine’s name and you can read them all without a    
subscription - highly recommended.  D.H. 
 

 

Make your house a child's long-term home 
  

In Lincolnshire there is a real and urgent need 
for people to come forward specifically to look 

after children and young people who need a 

long-term foster family.  This type of fostering, 

also known as permanent fostering, is when a 
child or young person is cared for until they 

reach adulthood and beyond. It requires a high 

level of commitment, as carers will need to 

provide a stable home life for a child until they 
reach independence. 
 

Many of the children who are currently waiting for a long-term foster family 

in Lincolnshire are part of a sibling group who need to be placed together 

with their brothers and sisters.  Being placed with their siblings can help a 

child settle into a new family and have a positive sense of who they are.  
 

There are many benefits to long-term fostering both for the child or young 
person and for their carers. The scheme gives a child or young person the 

stability of living in one family home for the rest of their childhood. They also 

gain a sense of belonging, and with consistent routine, love and understanding, 

they can begin to flourish and be better prepared for adulthood.  
 

Being a long-term foster carer can be challenging but also hugely rewarding!  If you 
think you could give a child or sibling group a loving long-term home apply to foster 

today at www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fostering or call 01522 554114.  Thank you. 

http://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fostering
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Lockdown Reading 
One of the benefits of self-isolating is you have a chance 

to read. Our daughter in Australia wanted to let us know 
that Australians can write well.  She sent us a book about 

St Paul’s life: Damascus by Christos Tsiolkas. It is a novel, 

based around the gospels and letters of St Paul, focusing 

on characters one or two generations after the death of 
Christ, as well as Paul (Saul) himself. It is a dissection of 

doubt and faith, tyranny and revolution, and friendship 

and betrayal (taken from the blurb on the back of the 

book!!). If you can move beyond the gory nature of some 
of the descriptions, it is a worthwhile read. Henry Roberts 

 

I have read an interesting book lately, recommended to me 

first by my son, then Sally my daughter read it and passed it 

to me.  It’s called, ‘A boy and his dog at the end of the 
world’.  I wouldn’t want to give away too much of the story 

as it packs quite a punch at the end.  It’s based in Britain in 

a future which has been utterly devastated by mankind’s 

mishandling of our environment.  This has led to infertility 
on a worldwide scale so that the world population has 

shrunk.  Towns and cities are  empty and nature has over-

run everything.  It’s quite a bleak book in a way, although 
there are instances of man’s kindness to man in adversity, 

and it underlines the potential for disaster if we ignore the signals nature is 

giving to us.  That all sounds a bit heavy, but the book has made a big         

impression on the three of us in my family.      Janis Hewitt 
 

I went back to this book after thinking about the wider  
issues raised by Black Lives Matter.  It concerns a scandal 

uncovered by a social worker from Nottingham, Margaret 

Humphreys, who was approached by a woman anxious to 

find out if she had any family in Britain.  As a child living in a 
children’s home she’d been sent to Australia under the 

child migrant scheme.  It transpired that hundreds of such 

children had been sent to Canada, Australia, New Zealand 
and Rhodesia without permission having been sought from 

or given by their parents.  Some grew up thinking they 

were orphans and in some cases their parents were told 

their children had died. Margaret set up the Child Migrants Trust, and began 
trying to bring the families and children together.  The long-term effects of 

both separation and the abusive treatment some of them suffered were not       

acknowledged by those in authority.  It makes sobering reading. Dorothy Harriss.  
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My Alphabet of Life Through Lockdown 

Anxious and alert.... Baking bonanza.... Cleaning crusade.... Dog drama.... 

Exercise eventually…. Forever family and friends.... Guilt, gardening gladly, 

gorgeous grandchildren…. Happy and hopeful .... Intercessions, inspiration 

and increased inches…. Just joggers and jigsaws.... Keeping  connected.... 

Lovely letters and lousy laptop…. Making meals, then taking a meal on 

wheels for mother-in-law.... Neat nesting and National Theatre…. Online         

ordering .... Prayer, photos, postcards, possibly piano.... Quality quietness... 

Resting, reading  and reflection .... Shredding, sowing seeds, sitting socially 

distant…. TV, tidying  and tearfully trying  technology tasks .... Universe of 

sky uplifting me…. Virtual kisses.... Wonderful worship and WhatsApp.... 

Xxxxxxx…. Yearning for youth again…. Zoom meetings not mastered. 
 

In trying to find a different way of interpreting My Lockdown it might    

appear instant and jokey, but I have spent some time trying to find the  

essence of my thoughts, behaviours and feelings during these past months.  
 

It has come as quite a surprise that I have loved being in lockdown with no 

demands on my time, as normally I would be rushing from childcare to an 

exercise class or friends and activities. This has made me feel both grateful 

and guilty; grateful that I haven’t had to juggle work and childcare whilst 

worrying about health dangers and finance, but guilty that that has been the 

case for so many families and other people.  
 

At times I have thought that this has been a time of renewal for the planet, 

but my fear is that the ‘new normal’ where people are consistently kind 

and supportive will disappear and the recriminations and complaints return 

with a vengeance. It has been lovely to hear and see people from our 

church and local community continuing to support and witness their faith 

in  action here in The Deepings.  
 

As we are joined by our new rector, George and her family, I look forward 

to renewed hope and joy at St Guthlac’s.                                 Anne Guthrie 
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Moses (a quiz for grown-ups).  
See how many of these you can answer before you look them up in your Bible.  

 

 1.  Why did Moses’ mother put Moses in the basket in the river? 
 

 2.  Who watched over Moses in the river?  
 

 3.  Choose A or B: Pharaoh’s A) wife or B) daughter found Moses. 
 

 4.  True or false: Moses’ sister was allowed to nurse him. 
 

 5.  Moses was named Moses because 

      a) He was drawn out of the water    c)  He was a Hebrew child 

      b) It was a family name    d)  God named him that 
 

 6.  Why did Moses have to flee from Egypt? 

      a) He went to search for his father    c) He killed an Egyptian man 

      b) He led a rebellion against Pharaoh  d) He ran out of money  
  

 7.  Moses’ father in law was called 

      a) Jacob      c)  Joash 

      b) Jethro      d)  Judah 
 

 8.  When God spoke to Moses from the burning bush what two signs  

      did he give him so the people would believe him? 
 

 9.  Who went with Moses to talk with Pharaoh? 

      a) His sister       c) The elders of Israel 

      b) His brother      d) His mother 
 

10. Choose A or B:  

      Moses said to Pharaoh “Let my people go so they can …..” 

      A) hold a festival in the desert      B) return to the land of Canaan. 
 

From ‘Bible Trivia Challenge’, published by Barbour Publishing Inc.  
Used by permission.  Answers on page 17 

 

Remember……. 

Without GOD, our week would be: 

Sinday, Mournday, Tearsday, Wasteday,  

Thirstday, Fightday & Shatterday, 

because seven days WITHOUT GOD makes One WEAK!!  
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Churchwardens - Reflections on 1600 years of  
Management, Ministry and Maintenance 

Eric Sanderson was a Churchwarden at St Peter's Church in Monkseaton in the 

Diocese of Newcastle during the early 2000s. He has written a book with the 

title above which you can buy online via the Great British Bookshop for £9.99. 
 

Eric writes:  "The ancient ecclesiastical office of Churchwarden is an intriguing 
one. Despite many ups and downs, this office, the highest of lay positions in the 

church, has stood the test of time.  At school, history was my least favourite 

subject – all Kings and Queens and regnal numbers!  What I really wanted to 

learn about was how people lived and their personal experiences. Having had 
the privilege to serve as a churchwarden, I was curious to find out about the 

life and times of those who performed the role in the past.                        
 

What I found was that the challenges facing Churchwardens today pale into 

insignificance when compared to the wardens of yesteryear.  My book        

explores the many dilemmas they experienced while interpreting the complex 
laws and social problems of the day. It is not all facts and figures, but full of 

incident, often it is droll, but never dull.  By the early 17th century, parish  

meetings were so well organised that they acquired responsibility for all    

manner of local government activity and became ‘pocket parliaments’. The 
churchwarden was the business manager of the parish and responsible for  

setting and gathering local taxes. At the height of their powers, in 1834, the 

vestries spent around of one-fifth of the budget of the national government 

itself. The role of Churchwarden was the first of the parochial institutions to 
be politically contested, which led to the formation of civic corporations. 
 

Whilst Churchwardens were often viewed as pillars of the community, with a 

strong sense of altruism, scratching the surface reveals that this was not always 

the case. Some were radical and others sailed close to the wind; others were 

petty criminals. William Abbott was a highwayman, part of the notorious    
Culworth Gang, which for 20 years terrorised Northamptonshire. He was 

Churchwarden at Sulgrave church and disappeared before he could be     

transported for life. Joseph Merceron, at St Matthew’s, Bethnal Green, held 

office until his death, even after serving an 18-month prison sentence in 1818 
for embezzling the (then) colossal sum of £1000! 
 

"And finally, a word of wisdom. Terriers and Inventories may seem boring and 

time-consuming; however, well documented, they provide a detailed history of 

a church. They also score ‘brownie points’ with Archdeacons!"  
 

Answers to quiz on page 15:  1. Because she couldn’t hide him any longer   2. His 
sister    3. B    4. False    5. a    6. c    7. b    8. His staff turned into a serpent;  he put 
his hand in his robe and it was leprous when he pulled it out then returned to normal 

after putting it back in his robe.   9. b   10. A   

https://www.thegreatbritishbookshop.co.uk/book/eric-sanderson/churchwardens
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 Relaxation, face lift exercises 

& seated yoga.  

Tuesdays  1.30pm-2.30pm 

Green School, Church St, MD 

£5.50 per session  

Ages 50+ all welcome. 

Facial pamper parties  

3 to 6 people in your own home 

from £8.50 per person 

Great for celebrations!  

Natural face lift &  

Indian Head Massage  

1 hour in your own home for  

one person: £40.00 

Gift vouchers available   

Call Hazel on: 

07974 520588 

hazel.whitfield2@gmail.com 

The Deepings Flower Club 

meet at  

The Priory Church Hall, DSJ  
 

Third Tuesday of the Month  

 7 for 7.30pm 

Visiting Demonstrator  

each meeting 

 Beautiful Arrangements  

Created then Raffled  

on the Evening  

Tea and coffee served 

Enjoy a Relaxing Evening  

with Flowers 

Visitors welcome £6 per visit 

Annual Membership £30 

Enquiries  

Sue Boardman 01778 349419 
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South Kesteven District  

Councillor for 
 

Market & West Deeping 
 

ASHLEY  

BAXTER 
 

If you have a problem, a question   

or great idea regarding council     

services please get in touch -  

I will try to help. 
 

01778 344070       07799 077090  

a.baxter@southkesteven.gov.uk 
 

Promoted by Ashley Baxter 

 11 Kesteven Close,  

DSJ, PE6 8JW 

 

CREATIVE TOUCH 
 

PROVIDING MADE TO MEASURE 
SERVICES FOR ALL YOUR SOFT 

FURNISHING NEEDS. WE DO  
CONSULTATION, MEASURING,  

AND A FULL FITTING SERVICE. 
  

WE CARRY AN EXTENSIVE    
RANGE OF  FABRICS, 

POLES, TRIMS & ACCESSORIES. 
 

Please call for   FREE ADVICE OR A  
COMPLIMENTARY HOME VISIT 

  

BENTLEY BUSINESS PARK,  

NORTHFIELDS INDUSTRIAL      
ESTATE, MARKET DEEPING       

PE6 8LD 
 

01778 345777 
     

email creative.touch@fsmail.net 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE    

creativetouchinteriors.co.uk 

      Woodcroft Joinery 

           Specialised Joinery 

           BUILDING  

             CONTRACTORS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

12 Woodcroft Close 

Market Deeping 

01778 380904 

 
Mobile: 07808184345 

m.anthony68@btinternett.com 

N. C. CARTER 

ELECTRICAL 

Your Local Electrician 

Over 30 years experience 

          *Fuse Board Changes                                

          *Rewires 

 *Extensions 

 *Testing & Inspections 

                 and more……….. 

MOBILE: 07766 175319 

OFFICE:  01778 341853 
 

 Join-

ery 

           Spe-

 

Lasting Powers 
of Attorney 

  

For a sympathetic &  
professional service call 

 

01778 428748  
 Free home visits  
 Regulated & Insured  

 Competitive fixed fees  

 No VAT  
 Legally qualified advisor  

 No pushy salesmen  
 Free no obligation initial visit 

 Please give us a call and 
see what you think 

  

LINCOLNSHIRE  WILL 
COMPANY 

mailto:ashley.baxter@hydrostat.co.uk
mailto:creative.touch@fsmail.net
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Prayer of the Month 

Merciful God, 

you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as pass our understanding: 

pour into our hearts such love toward you 

that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 

may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

      Church services are currently suspended. 

However, the building is now open for an  

hour each day - see page 7 for details of 

the time slots. 
 

Join us for Sunday Worship 

via www.stguthlacs.org.uk 

                                      or 

St Guthlac’s, Market Deeping 
 

Contact the Parish Administrator  

on 07725 978445 

for help or support for 

vulnerable parishioners.  
 

 

 

*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

For the next magazine, during the first week of the month please contact;  
caroneromaine@gmail.com with articles or photographs;  

dorothy@harriss.me.uk with rotas and reports. Thank you. 

  Flowers by Anne Guthrie 

mailto:dorothy@harriss.me.uk

