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We have a Prayer Lunch on Tuesday 23
rd

 at 12.15pm at 12 Hillside Avenue,  

Sutton on Sea.  All are welcome but please let us know you’re coming (01507 440039). 

Mablethorpe PCC meets on Wednesday 24
th
 at 2.00pm in Church. 

 

And our final Annual Meeting, at Huttoft Village Hall, is on Thursday 25
th
 at 2.00pm. 

 

MAY 21
ST

 – THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (the Sunday 

after Ascension) – A REFLECTION BY JENNY HAYES, READER 

During this week, on Thursday 18th, it was Ascension day. The Feast of 
Ascension and is a central event in the Church year, falling between 
Easter and Pentecost.  Forty days after Easter it falls within the working 
week, and – sadly – is mostly ignored by people. 

It concludes Jesus life on earth; beginning with the angelic visitation to Mary for the virgin birth 
and ends as the finale to the Easter story.  As Christians, we can reflect on Old Testament 
scripture foretelling us of what was to come.  God’s word in human form and God’s reassurance 
of His faithfulness.  We can follow the Life of Jesus in the New Testament, from his conception to 
the crucifixion and Ascension.  

But does it leave us with the question, Is God still with us now that Jesus has gone? 

Today’s reading of Acts 1:11 states two men in white, who witnessed the ascension along with 
the disciples, tell us “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

But this is not the only reassurance in scripture that He will come again.  God’s plan still has to be 
fulfilled and we are only part way through.  Jesus told us, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to myself, that where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:3) 

In Revelation 1:7 we are told.  “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, 
even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be”.  

In Matthew’s gospel it is written, “For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father 
with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds”. (Matthew 16:27). “But 
when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His 
glorious throne.”  (Matthew 25:31). During his trial, Jesus said to the High Priest, “You have said it 
yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of 
Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 26:64.) 

But we should remember and have confidence in Gods promise that he is always with us.  “I am 
with you now, I will protect you everywhere you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done everything that I have promised you.” Genesis 28:15 

In the meantime, or in other words now, we have to learn and practice patience.  Reflect on the 
physical separation of Christ from us and Show persevere in our faith and prayer. So be alert and 
ready for the glorious return of our Jesus. 

Please pray for: Christians who are persecuted for their faith in other parts of the world, 
especially those who cannot read a Bible or meet with others for worship or fellowship (things we 
take for granted); and all victims of crime and the organisations that seek to help them. 

Parish Website: http://lincoln.ourchurchweb.org.uk/mablethorpesutton 
Parish Office: Jen on 01507 464855 or office@alfordgroup.org.uk (Tue 11.30am-3.00pm, Fri 11.30am-1.30pm) 

Rev Peter Liley 443948, rev.p.liley@btinternet.com & Canon Chris Lilley 440039, c.lilley@btinternet.com 
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Two PCCs meet this week – Trusthorpe on 

Tuesday 30
th

 at 10.30am and Sutton on Sea on 

Thursday 1
st
 at 7.00pm.  Please pray for their 

discussions and decisions. 
 

 

    MAY 28
TH

 – PENTECOST 

    A REFLECTION BY CANON      

    CHRIS LILLEY 

     Are you familiar with the poster by John Hassall from  
     the nineteenth century promoting Skegness as a 
     railway destination under the strap line “Skegness is so  

                                                                        bracing”? Many years ago I helped raise the funds for 
a statue of “Jolly” (as he is known to his friends!).  It is still in the gardens near the clock tower. 
Skegness is known for its winds.  We can feel wind but not see it. 

Wind is one of the images of the Holy Spirit.  On the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes 
“like the rush of a violent wind”.  Elsewhere the Spirit is described as breath.  Also on 
Pentecost the Spirit is described as divided tongues like fire.  The Spirit is best understood as 
the action person of the Holy Spirit in the world today. 

Jesus, after the Resurrection, appears to his followers on a number of occasions.  They 
struggle to understand all of his teaching, particularly about his crucifixion and resurrection. 
He tells them that he must return to heaven in order to send the Holy Spirit.  Then, Spirit 
filled, they will understand everything. 

We too need the Holy Spirit to be active in our lives in order to grow as 
Christians.  I have found that one way to help us grow is to go away for a 
couple of nights on a Cursillo (it means ‘Short Course’ in Spanish) 
weekend.  It is a weekend full of teaching and worship but above all, love.  
The next Cursillo begins in Lincoln on 18 August and I will be one of the 
team members.  If you might be interested have a word with me as soon 
as possible. 

But whether you choose Cursillo or some other way, please ask the Holy 
Spirit to fill you afresh this Pentecost as the Church celebrates its birthday 
on the day the Holy Spirit transformed the lives of the first disciples.  

 

Please pray for: all who are training on our Authorised Local Ministers course, for their 
learning, reflecting and shared experience and for the ministries they may take up among us, 
and for Canon Chris and Rev Peter as they teach the course; and for all who are taking public 
examinations in our schools and colleges, especially any still feeling under-prepared because 
of the lock-downs and restrictions caused by Covid-19. 
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